
Thurston County is looking at designation options of mineral 
resource lands as part of the Comprehensive Plan Update.  
 

Why plan for the future of Mineral Resource Lands?  
Mining was one of the earliest industries in Washington State, and 
today it is still considered an important natural resource industry, 
like agriculture and forestry. Sand and gravel are used to 
manufacture cement, concrete, asphalt, and other materials used in 
the construction of roads and buildings.  
 
Thurston County is one of the fastest-growing areas of Washington. 
State rules say we must establish policies to ensure that access to 
important mineral resources is maintained, and that other land uses 
don’t prevent their future use.  

Overview 

March 2018 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE  

The Comprehensive Plan describes the 

long-term vision, goals, and policies that 

guide growth in the County. Thurston 

County is updating its Comprehensive Plan, 

as required under state Growth 

Management rules (RCW 36.70A).  

 
MINERAL RESOURCE LANDS  

Mineral resource lands include areas 

where geology and other factors may 

support the commercial extraction of 

minerals, including sand, gravel, and 

metals.  

 

Precious metals, such as copper or silver, 

are not available in significant quantities in 

Thurston County. The primary minerals in 

our County are bedrock, sand, and gravel. 

 
REQUIRED REVIEW  

Under the Growth Management Act, 

Thurston County must identify, classify, and 

designate mineral resource lands of long-

term commercial significance.  

 

Mining activities must abide by all 

relevant state and local regulations, 

including environmental rules.  

        Timeline: 

Mineral Lands Inventory  

(Complete) 
Spring 2017 

Mineral Lands Designation  

under review 

Fall 2017—Spring 

2018 

Final decisions about mineral lands 

policies will be part of the overall 

Comprehensive Plan Update 

Late 2018 
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BACKGROUND 

Project Steps for Mineral Resource Lands 

1. Identify 

Develop a countywide inventory based on geologic 
data on the location and extent of mineral deposits, 
existing land uses, and other factors. These areas 
are categorized based on their quality, using 
available data from DNR, USGS, and others . 

2. Designate 
Identify priority areas where high quality mineral 
resources are available and compatible with 
existing land use patterns and other criteria. 

3. Conserve 
Establish policies that ensure future land uses will 
be compatible with mineral extraction in 
designated areas. 

4. Permit 

New mining operations planned in areas designated 
as mineral resource lands will still need to be 
reviewed before they are permitted to operate. 
Mining activities must abide by all relevant state 
and local regulations, including environmental 
rules.  

 

 For more information, visit: www.thurston2040.com  
 OVER → 

We Are 
Here 

Mineral Lands Designation 
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Frequently Asked Questions about Mineral Resource Lands Designation 

For more information, visit: www.thurston2040.com 

This bulletin is intended only as an information guide. The information may not be complete and is subject to change.  

For complete legal information, refer to the Thurston County Code. 

What does the mineral resource land designation overlay mean? 
Designating an area as mineral resource land does not automatically imply that mining-related activities 
will occur there, although new excavation and processing of minerals will be limited to lands that have 
been designated as Mineral Resource Lands. That land is eligible to apply for permitting of mineral 
operations. Mineral lands are designated to conserve and protect areas with important resources from 
potential land use conflicts which might preclude future mineral extraction.  
 
My property falls in an area that is “designated.” What does this mean? 
This means that your property, or other properties adjacent to yours, fall within an area that could have 
mineral resources (sand, gravel, or quarry rock). An owner could apply for a permit for mineral extraction, 
but designation does not mean a mining operation would be permitted there. Each mineral resource 
extraction operation is required to go through the permitting process and be reviewed for things like 
critical areas and traffic impacts. 
 
My property falls in an area that is not “designated.” Can I still mine my property? 
Properties that are not within the mineral lands designation are not eligible to apply for a permit for 
commercial mining. If you believe there are minerals on your property and you do not meet any of the 
exclusionary criteria, you may apply to become a designated mineral resource land through a 
Comprehensive Plan Amendment Process. All supporting documentation must be submitted. 
 
Not all mining activities require a permit and may occur on lands that are not designated. These 
exemptions include personal mining used to provide material for on-site construction or private road 
maintenance, or on-site mining used for constructing forest roads. 
 
What types of regulations are in place in order to address environmental and community concerns?  
Thurston County maintains a permitting process for mining operations. This process considers on-site and 
off-site impacts of mineral extraction, processing, and transportation to ensure they are adequately 
addressed and mitigated. Some of the operational and environmental aspects addressed in a special use 
permit are: hours of operation, protection of water quality, landscaping, air quality, protection of critical 
areas, and noise. In addition to local permitting, there are state and federal permits, licenses or processes 
which a mining company would be required to obtain or undergo for its operation. 
 

Will there be other opportunities to comment on mineral lands? 
Yes. The County will hold additional public meetings with the Planning Commission and the Board of 
County Commissioners to discuss mineral lands, and there will be public hearings before any decision is 
made. There will be many more opportunities to provide comment on mineral lands designation and 
policies throughout the Comprehensive Plan Update process in 2018. 


