
Appendix D – Summary and comparison of current to proposed regulations for 
urban agricultural activities in the UGAs and impact analysis 

Proposed UGA regulations are in accordance with the respective City’s regulations with the exception of the 
strikethrough deleted text and the underlined proposed changes in the text below. See appendices A-C for 
specific language in the proposed chapters. 

Current UGA Regulations Proposed UGA Regulations 

Lacey 

On lots >1 acre 

 20 fowl per 0.5 acre 

 1 head livestock per 0.5 acre 
 

 1 head livestock per .5 acre on lots 1+ 
acres in size, 35’ setback for barns 

 Employ BMPs (i.e. TCD farm plan) 

 1 fowl per 1000 sq ft, max 10 20/half acre 
o no roosters, turkeys, geese or 

exotic species 

 24 rabbits max, meet hutch space 
requirements 

 4 mini goats per acre on lots above 7500 
sq ft (males must be neutered) 

 4 ducks 

 4 honey bee hives 25’ setback 

 Fowl or rabbit housing 10’ setback 

Tumwater 

On lots >1 acre 

 20 fowl per acre 

 1 head livestock per .5 acre 
 

 1 USDA animal unit/acre on lots 2+ acres 

 5 hens for  <.25 acre lots, .25-1 acre lots 
max 9 20, 1+ acre allowed 10 20/half acre 

o no roosters, geese, peacocks 

 5 rabbits for <.25 acres, 9 rabbits for .25-1 
acre, 10 for 1+ acre and 1 additional per 
1000 sq ft 

 2 mini goats for  <.25 acres, 4 for .25-1 
acre, 1+ acres 6 max 

 4 ducks or turkeys on 7500+ sq ft 

 enclosures setback 5’ from rear and side 
property lines, 15’ from front 

 2 bee hives per lot setback 10’ 

Olympia 

 3 pets max per dwelling (includes dogs, 
cats, potbelly pigs, rabbits, birds) 

 No fowl (chickens, ducks, and geese) 

 1 additional permitted animal per acre 
 

 3 traditional pets per dwelling  

 5 ducks or hens/0.25 acre 
o 1+ acre allowed  an additional 1 

hen/duck for every 1,000 sq. ft., up 
to 10 20 per half acre 

o no roosters, geese, or turkeys 

 Pigs prohibited except potbelly 

 5 breeding rabbits on lots <1 acre 
o 1 additional per 1000 sq ft, up to 

10, meet hutch space 

 2 mini goats on lots 5,000 sq. ft-1 acre,  
o 1 additional per 1000 sq ft, up to 6 

 Coops and hutches setback 5’ 

 Bee keeping permitted 

 

Impact Analysis  
It is the estimation of Thurston County Staff and the Thurston Agricultural Advisory 
Committee that the changes proposed above to the county UGAs will impact at least two 
dozen agricultural operations, some hobby farms and some professional operations, 
especially in the Lacey and Tumwater UGAs. Due to these concerns it has been made 
clear in each new proposed chapter under the “nonconforming uses” sections that 



existing and ongoing agricultural activities will be allowed to continue, as per Chapter 
17.15.200. 

The Agricultural Advisory Committee (“Committee”) is very concerned about the number 
of poultry allowed in the Olympia, Lacey, and Tumwater UGAs. The Committee submits 
that poultry are low-impact on land, and hens that are suitably contained as per 
suggested regulations are seldom a nuisance to neighbors, and provide many benefits 
to the local economy and County residents. The Committee recommends that the 
current regulations for poultry in the Lacey UGA (20 hens per half acre) be applied to all 
three UGAs.  

With the exception of the number of poultry allowed, the proposed changes are 
consistent with the associated city’s urban agricultural regulations and are estimated to 
have minimal impact to residents of the UGAs. This update to the County Codes for 
agricultural activities in the UGAs are intended to minimize the impact of the eventual 
annexation into each City on citizens and residents of the current UGAs, as well as 
encourage urban agricultural activities. Urban agricultural activities managed in a 
responsible way, with sensitivity to urban density and land use compatibility issues, can 
benefit the individuals participating in the activity and the community at large by 
providing fresh produce, additional food choices, economic development opportunity, a 
more sustainable lifestyle and urban neighborhoods with more variety and interest. 
These changes will also increase the clarity of regulation around a number of animals 
that were not mentioned in previous regulations, including bees and rabbits.  


