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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Thurston County Planning Commission 

FROM: Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 

DATE: January 28, 2016 

SUBJECT: Marijuana Interim Regulations 

BLUF:  Requests by the Board to review additional aspects. 

Request: At the January 27, 2016 Board briefing, staff updated the Board on the legislative 

process to adopt permanent marijuana regulations.  This information included review materials 

provided to the Planning Commission.  The Board discussed the interim regulations currently in 

effect, and issues such as minimum lot size and setbacks, distinctions between marijuana 

operations, potential impacts to adjacent properties, indoor versus outdoor, and expansions of 

marijuana operations made non-conforming by iterations of the interim regulations. 

 

The Board directed staff to request that the Planning Commission consider the following in their 

deliberation of marijuana regulations:   
 

 Clarifying producers and processors as separate and distinct uses;  
 

 Allowing marijuana producers in rural residential zoning districts; 
 

 Evaluating appropriate lot sizes and setbacks in relation to mitigating odors and visual 

impacts; and 
 

 Expansion of existing nonconforming uses in rural residential zoning districts. 

 
Background Overview: Washington State licenses marijuana producers, processors, and 
retailers under RCW 69.50. The state began to take applications for licenses on November 18, 
2013. Thurston County did not have regulations governing such uses in its zoning regulations, 
and therefore passed Ordinance No. 14978 (as amended), enacting interim regulations until 
final regulations could be considered and recommended to the Thurston County Board of 
County Commissioners by the Thurston County Planning Commission.  The current interim 
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Ordinance No. 15210, is set to expire May 10, 2016, unless extended another six months 
following a public hearing, or permanent regulations are adopted. 

Proposal Summary: Amend the Thurston County Code by permanently adding Chapter 20.63 

to the Thurston County (Rural) Zoning  Ordinance (Title 20), Chapter 21.103 for the 

unincorporated Lacey Urban Growth Area (Title 21), Chapter 22.65 for the Tumwater UGA 

Zoning Ordinance (Title 22), and Chapter 23.91 for the Olympia UGA Zoning Ordinance, and 

amending Chapter 17.09 TCC, State Environmental Policy Act review to require marijuana 

producers, processors and retailers with new buildings over 8,000 square feet to submit an 

Environmental Checklist for review at time of land use application. County staff has 

recommended that the county's current interim regulations be made permanent and consistent 

with state laws that have been approved during the legislative sessions. 

Next Steps: At the February 3 Planning Commission Meeting staff will provide a brief 

presentation on the topics bulleted by the Board.  A public hearing is scheduled for February 

17th.  Following the public hearing Planning Commissioners may choose to recommend the 

Board adopt the regulations as proposed, recommend adoption with suggested amendments, or 

request that staff make changes to the proposal and schedule another meeting/public hearing. 


