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Issues of water quality
 The Washington State Department of Agriculture makes no distinction between 

marijuana and others grown plants.  However, do to its illicit federal status, the 
WSDA has not classified it as a crop.  

 Regarding the use of fertilizers and pesticides; the WSDA requires that they follow 
the federal guidelines for use.  The LCB maintains a list of pesticides that may not 
be used, and the local department of health and building department make 
determinations with respect to disposal of contaminated water from indoor 
operations, and are required to dispose in detention tanks.  

 All use applications are reviewed against the county’s Shoreline Management 
Program, Critical Areas Ordinance, basin plans, zoning, and other county, state and 
federal planning documents, regulations, management plans, and will be required 
to go through the appropriate review process to protect natural resource areas, 
and mitigate projected impacts to public services and utilities



What uses are allowed in the RR 1/5

 Other that residences, many of the uses allowed in RR 
1/5 zone noted on the special use table require Hearing 
Examiner approval.  

 It is noted that, R 1-10 and R 1-20 allow Commercial 
Green Houses where R 1-5 does not.



Marijuana and water use
 A single exempt well is allowed to pump up to 5,000 

gallons per day (GPD), and may be used for re

 So long as it is not being wasted, water may be pumped 
and stored.  

 The amount of water requirement for a Tier 3 operation 
have been estimated at upwards of 3,900 GPD.

 The Dept. of Ecology emphasizes voluntary compliance 
but may require a meter, regular reporting, and issue 
fines up to $5,000 per day.



Would the measures proposed by staff 
mitigate concerns expressed by the public?

 Staff is unable to give a definitive answer.  Separation between 
seemingly incompatible uses appears to be a common theme; 
however, time will tell the effectiveness of these measures.  
Should they need to be more stringent the county may elect to 
modify the regulations at some point in the future.  



County standards regarding offsite lighting?

 Staff Response: TCC 20.40.060, sets forth that, “Lighting shall be 
designed and shall function in a manner which shields direct light 
from adjoining streets and properties. Shielding, location, height, 
type of illumination and landscape buffers shall be evaluated in 
lighting design to meet this standard.” 



How other counties zone producers

 There does not appear to be a clear pattern other than 
requiring a land use process and separation between adjacent 

residential.

 Whatcom County: allowed in residential, agricultural, and forestry.  
Required to be grown indoors on small lots.

 Mason County: allowed in commercial and industrial; and in rural 
residential, natural resource, low intensity mixed use.  

 Cowlitz County: distinguished by Tiers. Tier 1, allowed in urban 
and industrial zones.  Larger Tier 2 and 3, allowed in agricultural 
and remote zones.

 Kitsap County: distinguished by Tiers 1, 2, and 3; allowed only in 
industrial and commercial zones.



State v. Thurston County screening 
requirements

 THE STATE: The LCB requires an eight foot (8’) sight obscuring fence.  
Commonly this is accomplished with slatted chain link fencing.

 V.

 THURSTON COUNTY: Opaque wall or fence. The wall or fence shall be 
constructed using wood, decorative concrete block (CMU) walls, or a 
combination of both.  Some materials are prohibited such as: razor 
and barbed wire, corrugated metal, chain-link and open wire, 
colored plastic, or unfinished CMU.  



Topics to be addressed by Mike Kain, Current 
Planning Manager

 Water availability in Mt. Vista (number of exempt wells).

 Wetland buffers and code requirements in the Mt. Vista area.

 Code compliance history (variance?) for the property located at 
14840 Rainier View Dr. SE, Yelm.

 Tutorial on code enforcement in relation to these issues (Water, 
environmentally critical areas, variances, nonconformity, 
enforcement).



 Checkout the marijuana page and take the survey at 
www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/docket/docket-marijuana.htm

 You can sign-up for email notifications, and check upcoming agendas at 
www.thurstonplanning.org

 Or, you can contact me directly kchalem@co.Thurston.wa.us or phone: 
360.867.2097 

 Also, You can view all news releases at 
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/news_releases/index.asp

How to Stay Informed and Participate

Thank You


