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 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
Cathy Wolfe 
      District One 
Sandra Romero 
      District Two 
Bud Blake 
      District Three 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 

Creating Solutions for Our Future  Brent Butler, Director 

November 2, 2016 
 
Thurston County Planning Commission  
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 
SUBJECT: Planning Commission Subcommittee recommendation to amend the sign 

code regulations for rural Thurston County, and the UGAs of Lacey, 
Tumwater, and Olympia.  

 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
The subcommittee of the Thurston County Planning Commission assigned to determine extent 
of, and make suggestions for amending the sign code has completed their review as necessary to 
be compliant with the 2015, U.S. Supreme Court Decision, Reed v. Town of Gilbert; and, 
proposes that upon review by the full commission a hearing be set to receive public testimony on 
amendments as presented here.   The amendments seeks to remove language from the codes that 
regulate based upon the content of signs. 
 
The proposed amendment would impact Chapter 20.40 of the Thurston County (Rural) Zoning 
Ordinance (Title 20), Chapter 21.75 of the Lacey Urban Growth Area (Title 21) for the 
unincorporated Lacey Urban Growth Area, Chapter 22.44 for the Tumwater UGA Zoning 
Ordinance (Title 22), and Chapter 23.42 of the Olympia UGA Zoning Ordinance (Title 23).  We 
believe that these measures would properly address matters related to protection of First 
Amendment rights to free speech and administration of sign regulations necessary to further 
private and public interest. 
 
Summary 
Local government sign codes are generally subject to strict scrutiny, and must be narrowly 
tailored to serve a government purpose, and may impose reasonable time, place and manner 
restrictions so long as there is no reference to the content of the sign.  Protected content, or 
language, is activated when a sign must be read to determine its category for the purpose of 
regulation.  Examples of regulations without reference to content allow signs by zoning district 
of a certain size, and height, entirely on private property.  The purpose of a sign may be 
categorized as permanent or temporary, exempt and permitted, and permitted being commercial 
or noncommercial.  Commercial signs are regulated by local government to a lesser scrutiny. 
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Background 
The sign code subcommittee met a total of three times.  Each time Staff members were provided 
with an agenda, minutes from the previous meeting, and a memo which provided staff responses 
to questions raised during the previous meeting.  Primary sources of information were provided 
by county staff, Municipal Research Services Corporation (MRSC), and participating members, 
and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. 
 
 The full Planning Commission received an initial briefing on June 1st. 
 June 23, 2016: Meeting to determine scope of work, and identify participating stakeholders.  

Attending members received briefing from staff and discussed possible outcomes.  No 
decision with respect to specific course of action was made in favor of waiting for 
additional stakeholders.  

 
Staff was requested to perform the following tasks: 
1. Confirm Public Works standards for official signs located in the Public rights-of-Ways 

(ROW) are consistent with those cited in the current codes (where applicable). 
2. Confirm that the subcommittee efforts are not required to be coordinated as joint effort 

with the three cities: Lacey, Tumwater, Olympia.   
3. Confirm that signs are not allowed in the Public rights-of-Ways.  If signs are allowed, 

identify: 
i. What types of signs; 

ii. Where; and 
iii. For how long. 

4. Provide all subcommittee members with a digital copy of the Table comparing the sign 
codes for rural county and UGA’s for the three cities.   

5. Invite stakeholders. 
 

 July 13, 2016: Joyce Phillips, City of Olympia, and Fast Signs of Lacey joined the group.   
 
Topics discussed by the group: 
• Much of the code language categorized as protected content was found in temporary 

and exempt sign types.   
• Political signs most commonly end up as litter in the public rights-of-way.   
• Temporary signs without clear limitations or exempt from permitting are problematic 

due to businesses using them as long as possible creating potentially unsafe conditions.  
•   
• The City of Olympia would soon be doing a full overhaul of their sign code.  
• It would be more efficient if the four sign codes administered by the county were 

consistent with one another and uniform in their application requirements.   
• It was agreed that there should be a clear prohibition to placement of signs in the right-

of-way.   
 

It was determined that the scope of work should include: 
1. Removal of protected language from all codes. 
2. Determine if uniform ‘Application Review Procedures’ can be applied to all codes. 
3. With the exception of “Directional Signs” approved by the County, provide a clear 

prohibition to placement of signs in the public rights-of-ways. 
4. Provide a sign exemption standard that may be applicable to all codes. 
5. Modification of entitlements and design standards should be avoided as much as 

possible.   
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Staff was requested to perform the following tasks: 
1. Try to obtain any studies that the City of Lacey used as part of their code update.   
2. Review the different sign codes and put together a model/composite code that 

accomplishes the ‘scope of work’ agreed upon by the subcommittee. 
 
 September 21, 2016: Intended to be the final meeting.   

Topics discussed by the group: 
• The code categorized as protected content, such as: grand opening, special event, 

political, protest, temporary sales, off-site directional, etc. was found in temporary and 
exempt sign types, and had various entitlements pertaining to duration, location, 
permitting requirements, and size. 

• The four sign codes mix temporary and exempt.  For instance, TCC 20.40 regulates 
temporary categories under exemptions.  Another example is TCC 27.75.070, calls out 
a number of temporary signs as exempt, then in TCC 21.75.090 temporary sign 
regulations that frequently provides exemptions from requiring a permit.   

• Certain types of temporary signs like political or event signs may be exempt from 
permit requirements so long as other temporary signs of the same nature are also 
exempt.   

• Prosecuting attorney confirmed that temporary signs related to real estate is a type of 
commercial sale and may be regulated. 

• Adding language such as: substitution clauses and application procedures is beyond the 
original scope of work on the ‘Official Docket of Code Amendments’ but may be 
included for additional consideration by the Board. 

 
Staff was requested to perform the following tasks: 
1. Determine if Contractor signs may be considered the same as real estate signs.   
2. Make certain that the various codes may contain a differing standards if the Board 

adopts uniform provisions for application procedures, and substitution clause.   
 
Conclusion 
It was noted early on that all four codes have significant differences in permit requirements, 
categorization of sign types, and entitlements (size, number, location).  Without imposing 
uniform permit requirements and entitlements, which were determined to lie outside the scope of 
the ‘Official Docket’, these entanglements would be dealt with on a case by case basis.  It was 
however determined that inserting uniform treatment of noncommercial signs that distinguished 
between permanent and nonpermanent, and a clear prohibition of signs in the ROW is 
appropriate.   
 
Option-A is presented as the preferred option.  Option-C is provided is provided for additional 
consideration, and contains alternative verbiage.   
 
Options with Pros & Cons 

A. Remove protected language and substitute neutral provisions.   
Pros: 1. Brings sign code into compliance with SCOTUS ruling on signs as free speech. 
 2. Clearly prohibits signs placed in the public ROW. 
 3. Provides for noncommercial speech in all codes. 
 4. Resolves any contradiction between temporary and exempt signage. 
 
Con: 1. May create some ambiguity in relation to allowable temporary signage.  
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 2. Expands allowable time limits for some types of temporary event signage.   
 

B. Only remove language identifying content.   
Pros: 1. Brings sign code into compliance with SCOTUS decision.  
 2. Minimal disruption to existing sign codes. 
  
Con: 1. Does not provide a clear prohibition to signs in public ROW. 
 2. May create ambiguity in relation to allowable temporary signage. 
 3. May limit temporary and exempt signs that were previously unlimited. 
 

C. Additional recommendations for consideration options to consider for recommendation 
Pros: 1. Provides uniform application procedures  

2. Provide substitution clause for all codes, allowing any permitted sign to be used 
for any noncommercial sign. 

  
Con: 1. Beyond the scope of proposed development code amendments. 

2. If a uniform application procedure is adopted and cross referenced general 
standards under the county code.   

 
Recommended next steps 
The subcommittee recommends Option A, and requests that the full Planning Commission set a 
date for public hearing to receive testimony on December 7, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. (or soon 
thereafter) on proposed updates to the sign codes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ed Fleisher, Planning Commissioner 
Tim Kramer, Planning Commissioner 
Jim Simmons, Planning Commissioner 
Grace Kendall, Owner Fast Signs (Lacey) 
Joyce Phillips, Senior Planner (City of Olympia) 
Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner (Thurston County) 
Tony Kantas, Associate Planner (Thurston County) 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
6.29.2016_AGENDA-PC-Sign Code Subcommittee 
6.29.2016_Memo-PC-Sign Code Subcommittee 
6.29.2016_Minutes-PC-Sign Code Subcommittee 
7.13.2016_AGENDA-2nd PC Sign Code Subcommittee 
7.13.2016_Memo-2nd PC Sign Code Subcommittee 
7.13.2016_Minutes- 2nd PC Sign Code Subcommittee  
9.21.2016_AGENDA-3rd PC Sign Code Subcommittee 
9.21.2016_Memo-3rd PC Sign Code Subcommittee 
9.21.2016_Minutes-3rd PC Sign Code Subcommittee 
10.25.2016_FINAL MEMO-4th PC Sign Code Subcommittee 
Option A-Remove protected language-Replace with neutral 
Option B-Remove content language 
Option C-Other options & Uniform general provisions 
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THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

- Sign Code Subcommittee -  
 
Thurston County Courthouse Complex 
Building #1, Long Range Planning Conference Room # 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/docket/docket-sign-code-amendment.htm 
 
Wednesday, June 29, 2016 – 3:30 p.m. 
The Thurston County Planning Commission is a citizen’s advisory commission to the Board of County 
Commissioners on land use planning matters, such as Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.  
Planning Commission actions are in the form of recommendations to the County Commissioners, who are the 
final decision-makers.  All Planning Commission meetings are open to the public.  Citizens are welcome to sit 
in and observe all Planning Commission briefings and work sessions.  Public comment is allowed on those 
topics for which public hearings have not been held. 
 
“The purpose of this subcommittee is to address elements of the sign codes for Thurston County and the three 
UGAs for the cities of Lacey, Tumwater, and Olympia, as determined not to be in keeping with the US Supreme 
Court decision Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.” 

 
AGENDA  
The items as listed do not signify a set order in which they will be held, which is at the discretion of the Chair.  
The meeting may not take the time allotted and the Committee will adjourn when all business is complete. 
 
 Estimated 
1. Call to Order 3:30 p.m. 

Introduction of Planning Commissioners 
Approval of Agenda 
 

2. Staff Updates  3:35 p.m. 
 (Kraig Chalem) 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 3:40 p.m. 
 None 
 

4. Determine Scope of work 3:45 p.m. 
 See Staff Memo 
 

5. Calendar (Tentative) and Attendance 4:45 p.m.  
Determine next meeting date/time 
 

6. Adjourn 5:00 p.m. 
 

Enclosures provided to members only: 
Staff Memorandum  
  

                                                                                           Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 
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If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call (360) 786-5498 by 10:00 a.m., at 
least two days prior to the meeting, and ask for our ADA Coordinator.  Citizens with hearing impairment may 
call the TDD Line at (360) 754-2933.   **Members of the public may request additional information about agenda 
items or enclosures. 

 
 
 

Directions to the 
Thurston County Courthouse 

 

Coming from either north or south on I-5, take 
Exit 104 off of I-5 onto Highway 101 

From Highway 101, take the Cooper Pt. Road, 
Automall Drive, Crosby Blvd. exit. From Cooper 
Point Rd., turn right at the traffic light onto 
Evergreen Park Drive and continue approximately 
¾ mile.  Turn left onto Lakeridge Drive for 
approximately 2 blocks.   

The Courthouse is located on the right. 

Parking is available in the front of the Courthouse 
complex and in employee lot D after working 
hours. 
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
Cathy Wolfe 
      District One 
Sandra Romero 
      District Two 
Bud Blake 
      District Three 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 
Creating Solutions for Our Future  Brent Butler, Director 

 

2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, Washington  98502 (360) 786-5490/FAX (360) 754-2939 
TDD (360) 754-2933         Website:  www.co.thurston.wa.us/permitting  

TO: Thurston County Planning Commission, Sign Code Subcommittee 

FROM: Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 

DATE: June 29, 2016 

SUBJECT: Determine Scope of Work  

Background Overview: Item A-2 on the “2016-17 OFFICIAL DOCKET OF PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENTS” calls for amending all sign codes as a high priority 
based on the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision (Reed v. Town of Gilbert).  An item was also 
included on the 2014-15 Preliminary Docket to address signs in the right-of-way due to a citizen 
request to ensure unauthorized signs be defined as litter. (This amendment may also affect other 
sections of the county code such as Title 6 Business Licenses and Regulations.  The citizen request 
was not included on the 2014-15 Official Docket, but remained on the Preliminary Docket to be 
considered for the next cycle.) 
 
On June 18, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) handed down a decision in 
the case of Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.  In essence, the decision deemed sign codes that regulate 
content which is not narrowly tailored to compel state interest do not survive strict scrutiny and is 
a violation of free speech. 
 
Please note that the parameters of this amendment are strictly to address the issues of content and 
signs in the right-of-way as described in the 2016-2017 “Official Docket” as set by the Board of 
Thurston County Commissioners.  Physical sign standards (entitlements) applicable in the rural 
county and in the Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) of the three cities are not at issue. 
 
Proposal Summary: Permanently remove reference to sign content that is determined to violate 
constitutionally protected First Amendment rights by amending the Thurston County (Rural) 
Zoning Ordinance (Titles: 20.40, 21.75, 22.44, 23.42). 
 
Options with Pros and Cons:  
 
Item: A-2; Amend Sign Codes Based on Recent U.S. Supreme Court Decision 

A. Amend the Thurston County Code (TCC) to remove terminology that references content.   
Pros: 
•  
Cons:  
•  
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2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, Washington  98502 (360) 786-5490/FAX (360) 754-2939 
TDD (360) 754-2933         Website:  www.co.thurston.wa.us/permitting  

 
(A. is always ‘Staff Recommended Option’ (Preferred)) 

B. Amend the Thurston County Code (TCC) to require permits for temporary signs and provide 
standards for permitting, i.e.-building codes,  
Pros: 
• Require determination of duration, location, size, and type. 
Cons: 
•  

 
C. Amend the Thurston County Code (TCC) to consolidate Exempt, Prohibited, and 

Temporary signs under “General Standards”.  
Pros: 
• Simplify codes would facilitate both application and administration.    
Cons: 
• Would require 

Item: A-2; Signs in the public Rights-of-Way 
A. Do not allow non-essential signs in the public rights-of-way. 

Pros: 
•  
Cons: 
• Increased demand for code enforcement during transition  

 
B. Do not allow non-essential signs in the public rights-of-way without a permit.  

Pros: 
• Would determine time, frequency and type (not category), i.e.- Banner, Sandwich 

Board, ground mounted (only limited by size) of sign in all districts. 
Cons: 
• Would be difficult to determine which signs are permitted and which are not. 

 
C. No Change (continue to allow signs in the public rights-of-way without a permit).  

Pros: 
•  
Cons: 
•  

 

Stakeholders: Determine the List of Stakeholders to contact for next meeting (see attachment). 
 

Sign Code Administrator from: 
• Lacey -  
• Tumwater -  
• Olympia – Chris Grabowski 

(These individuals will likely want to review final recommendations.) 
 
Citizen Group: 

• Thurston County League of Women Voters? 
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2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, Washington  98502 (360) 786-5490/FAX (360) 754-2939 
TDD (360) 754-2933         Website:  www.co.thurston.wa.us/permitting  

• Thurston County Chamber of Commerce? 
• Thurston Economic Development Council? 

Thurston County Sign Makers: 
Bolander Sign Co 
1311 4th Ave E, Olympia, WA 98506 
(360) 943-2447 
Opens at 10:00 AM 
http://bolandersign.com/ 
 
Signdezign LLC 
2407 Harrison Ave NW,Olympia, WA 98502 
(360) 709-0505 
Opens at 10:00 AM 
http://www.signdezignllc.com/ 
 
Crown Signs Inc 
6700 Martin Way E # 107,Olympia, WA 98516 
(360) 923-0711 
Open until 5:30 PM 
http://crownsignsolympia.com/ 
 
Brown & Balsley Sign Co. 
1927 State Ave NE, Olympia, WA 98506 
(360) 705-3099 
Open until 5:00 PM 
http://www.bbsignco.com/Pages/default.aspx 
 
FASTSIGNS 
Retail chain providing custom signs, banners, displays & other graphics to businesses & 
individuals. 
4609 Lacey Blvd SE, Lacey, WA 98503 
(360) 438-3800 
Open until 5:00 PM 
https://www.fastsigns.com/322-lacey-olympia-
wa?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local&utm_campaign=localmaps&utm_content=322 
 
Sign*A*Rama of Olympia 
Chain supplier of wide range of custom-made signs, banners & decals for buildings, vehicles 
& more. 
2633 Willamette Dr NE, Lacey, WA 98516 
(360) 915-9207 
Open until 5:00 PM 
http://www.signarama.com/wa-lacey 
 
Other: ? 

Next Steps: At the February 3 Planning Commission Meeting staff will provide a brief 
presentation on the topics bulleted by the Board.  A public hearing is scheduled for February 
17th.  Following the public hearing Planning Commissioners may choose to recommend the 
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2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, Washington  98502 (360) 786-5490/FAX (360) 754-2939 
TDD (360) 754-2933         Website:  www.co.thurston.wa.us/permitting  

Board adopt the regulations as proposed, recommend adoption with suggested amendments, or 
request that staff make changes to the proposal and schedule another meeting/public hearing.
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Thurston County Planning Commission 
June 29, 2016 Minutes  Page 1 of 2 

THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
-Sign Code Subcommittee 

 
Minutes for June 29, 2016 

 
 1 
1. 3:30 P.M. CALL TO ORDER 2 

 3 
Commissioners provided self-introductions. 4 
 5 
Attendance: Commissioners - Ed Fleisher, Tim Kramer, Jim Simmons. 6 

 7 
Absent: N/A 8 
 9 
Staff: Kraig Chalem, Scott McCormick, Christina Chaput, Tony Kantas, Robert Smith, 10 
Tammy Trager, Kevin Hughes  11 
 12 

2. 3:45 P.M. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 13 
 14 
MOTION: None 15 

 16 
4. 3:50 P.M.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 17 

 18 
MOTION: None 19 

  20 
6. 3:55 P.M. WORK SESSION: Sign Code Amendment 21 
 (Staff: Kraig Chalem) 22 

 23 
Mr. Chalem presented an Agenda, Staff Memorandum, and overhead projection of a side-24 
by-side comparison of the four sign codes in a Spreadsheet format.  Mr. Chalem gave a 25 
brief presentation of the Sign Code Amendments proposal, which is item A-2 on the official 26 
Development Docket for 2016-2017.  Due to a recent Supreme Court ruling our codes are 27 
out of compliance and need to be updated references in the code related to content that is 28 
deemed to violate the first amendment as determined by the Supreme Court of the United 29 
States (Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ).  Mr. Chalem facilitated the following discussions 30 
(results are provided for each). 31 
 32 
• Determine the Scope of Work: 33 

 34 
o Possible outcomes with pros and cons – No decision was rendered at this meeting 35 

with respect to a specific Course of action.  Discussion to be continued with 36 
interested parties. 37 

 38 
• Stakeholders: 39 

 40 
o Contact: 41 

1. Staff assigned to Administer Sign Code regulations for: Lacy (Ryan Andrews), 42 
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Thurston County Planning Commission 
June 29, 2016 Minutes  Page 2 of 2 

Tumwater (Chris Carlson), and Olympia (Chris Grabowski). 1 
2. Thurston County League of Women Voters, Thurston County Chamber of 2 

Commerce; and, Thurston Economic Development Council.  Invite at least one 3 
representative to sit on Committee.  4 

3. Invite Fast Signs Company to sit on Committee.  5 
 6 

• Staff was requested to perform the following tasks: 7 
 8 
1. Confirm Public Works standards for official signs located in the Public rights-of-9 

Ways are consistent with those cited in the current codes (where applicable). 10 
2. Confirm that the subcommittee efforts are not required to be coordinated as joint 11 

effort with the three cities: Lacey, Tumwater, Olympia.   12 
3. Confirm that signs are not allowed in the Public rights-of-Ways.  If signs are 13 

allowed, identify: 14 
i. What types of signs; 15 

ii. Where; and 16 
iii. For how long. 17 

4. Provide all subcommittee members with a digital copy of the Table comparing the 18 
sign codes for Thurston County and UGA’s for the three cities.   19 

 20 
7. 4:50 P.M.  STAFF UPDATES 21 

 22 
(None) 23 
 24 

8. 4:55 P.M. CALENDAR:  25 
 26 
2nd Subcommittee meeting scheduled for 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, July 13, 2016. 27 
 28 

9. 5:00 P.M. ADJOURN 29 
 30 

 With there being no further business, meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 31 
 32 
              33 
        At Large, Chair 34 
Prepared by Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 35 
 36 
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THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

- Sign Code Subcommittee -  
 
Thurston County Courthouse Complex 
Building #1, Long Range Planning Conference Room # 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/docket/docket-sign-code-amendment.htm 
 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 – 3:30 p.m. 
The Thurston County Planning Commission is a citizen’s advisors to the Board of County Commissioners on 
land use planning matters, such as Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.  Planning 
Commission actions are in the form of recommendations to the County Commissioners, who are the final 
decision-makers.  All Planning Commission meetings are open to the public.  Citizens are welcome to sit in and 
observe all Planning Commission briefings and work sessions.  Public comment is allowed on those topics for 
which public hearings have not been held. 
 
“The purpose of this subcommittee is to address elements of the sign codes for Thurston County and the three 
UGAs for the cities of Lacey, Tumwater, and Olympia, as determined not to be in keeping with the US Supreme 
Court decision Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.” 

 
AGENDA  
The items as listed do not signify a set order in which they will be held, which is at the discretion of the Chair.  
The meeting may not take the time allotted and the Committee will adjourn when all business is complete. 
 
 Estimated 
1. Call to Order 3:30 p.m. 

Introductions 
Approval of Agenda 
 

2. Staff Updates  3:35 p.m. 
 (Kraig Chalem) 
 

3. Approval of Minutes 3:40 p.m. 
 (6.29.2016) 
 

4. Work Session  3:45 p.m. 
 See Staff Memo with Attachments 
 

5. Calendar (Tentative) and Attendance 4:45 p.m.  
Determine next meeting date/time 
 

6. Adjourn 5:00 p.m. 
 

Enclosures provided to members only: 
Staff Memorandum  
  

                                                                                           Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 
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If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call (360) 786-5498 by 10:00 a.m., at 
least two days prior to the meeting, and ask for our ADA Coordinator.  Citizens with hearing impairment may 
call the TDD Line at (360) 754-2933.   **Members of the public may request additional information about agenda 
items or enclosures. 

 
 
 

Directions to the 
Thurston County Courthouse 

 

Coming from either north or south on I-5, take 
Exit 104 off of I-5 onto Highway 101 

From Highway 101, take the Cooper Pt. Road, 
Automall Drive, Crosby Blvd. exit. From Cooper 
Point Rd., turn right at the traffic light onto 
Evergreen Park Drive and continue approximately 
¾ mile.  Turn left onto Lakeridge Drive for 
approximately 2 blocks.   

The Courthouse is located on the right. 

Parking is available in the front of the Courthouse 
complex and in employee lot D after working 
hours. 
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
Cathy Wolfe 
      District One 
Sandra Romero 
      District Two 
Bud Blake 
      District Three 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 
Creating Solutions for Our Future  Brent Butler, Director 

 
TO: Thurston County Planning Commission, Sign Code Subcommittee 

FROM: Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 

DATE: July 13, 2016 

SUBJECT: Determine Scope of Work  

Background Overview: Item A-2 on the “2016-17 OFFICIAL DOCKET OF PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENTS” calls for amending all sign codes as a high priority 
based on the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision (Reed v. Town of Gilbert).  An item was also 
included on the 2014-15 Preliminary Docket to address signs in the right-of-way due to a citizen 
request to ensure unauthorized signs be defined as litter. (This amendment may also affect other 
sections of the county code such as Title 6 Business Licenses and Regulations.  The citizen request 
was not included on the 2014-15 Official Docket, but remained on the Preliminary Docket to be 
considered for the next cycle.) 
 
On June 18, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) handed down a decision in 
the case of Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.  In essence, the decision deemed sign codes that regulate 
content which is not narrowly tailored to compel state interest do not survive strict scrutiny and is 
a violation of free speech. 
 
Please note that the parameters of this amendment are strictly to address the issues of content and 
signs in the right-of-way as described in the 2016-2017 “Official Docket” as set by the Board of 
Thurston County Commissioners.  Physical sign standards (entitlements) applicable in the rural 
county and in the Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) of the three cities are not at issue. 
 
Proposal Summary: Permanently remove language that is determined to violate constitutionally 
protected First Amendment rights by amending the Thurston County (Rural) Zoning Ordinance 
(Titles: 20.40, 21.75, 22.44, 23.42). 
 
Staff Updates: 

• The Committee asked: 
1. Confirm Public Works standards for official signs located in the Public rights-of-

Ways are consistent with those cited in the current codes (where applicable).   
Standards are accurate however private signs are not allowed in the 
public right-of-ways.  

2. Confirm that the subcommittee efforts are not required to be coordinated as joint 
effort with the three cities: Lacey, Tumwater, Olympia.   

Inclusion is encouraged by not required.   
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3. Confirm that signs are not allowed in the Public rights-of-Ways.  If signs are 
allowed, identify: 
i. What types of signs; Political Signs 

ii. Where; and Olympia UGA and in the City 
iii. For how long. 14-days after the election 

4. Provide all subcommittee members with a digital copy of the Table comparing the 
sign codes for Thurston County and UGA’s for the three cities.   

   Please see Attached 
 
Discussion Points:  

• Should there be a distinction between temporary signs and exempt signs, i.e.- any sign 
list of exempt signs and signs less than 4 or 6 square feet, and limited to X inches in 
height? (Real estate Signs) 
 

• Which temporary signs should require permits and which should not, i.e.- temporary 
signs (extended periods of time), and special event signs (one to three days) 
 

• Should all temporary signs require permits but allow fee waivers for certain types of 
signs, i.e.- special events sign? 
 

• Should temporary signs be standardized across all codes? 
 
• Banner signs, or other types of signs (for special events, i.e.- Grand Openings) be treated 

differently for purposes of permitting and size?  Other considerations are frequency and 
duration. 
 

• Clearly stated prohibition against signs in the public rights-of-ways? 
 
Item: A-2; Amend Sign Codes Based on Recent U.S. Supreme Court Decision 

A. Amend the Thurston County Code (TCC) to remove terms that references content.   
 

(A. is always ‘Staff Recommended Option’ (Preferred)) 

B. Amend the Thurston County Code (TCC) to require permits for temporary signs and provide 
standards for permitting, i.e.-uniform permitting requirements. 

 
C. Amend the Thurston County Code (TCC) to consolidate Exempt, Prohibited, and 

Temporary signs under “General Standards”.  
 
Item: A-2; Signs in the public Rights-of-Way 
 

A. Do not allow non-essential signs in the public rights-of-way. 
 

B. Do not allow non-essential signs in the public rights-of-way without a permit.  
 

C. No Change (continue to allow signs in the public rights-of-way without a permit).  
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Stakeholders:  
 

City of Lacey: Ryan Andrews, Planning Manager (Vacation) 
City of Tumwater: Chris Carlson. Planning Manager (Vacation) 
City of Olympia: Joyce Phillips, Planner 
 
FASTSIGNS 
Retail chain providing custom signs, banners, displays & other graphics to businesses & 
individuals. 
4609 Lacey Blvd SE, Lacey, WA 98503 
(360) 438-3800 
Open until 5:00 PM 
https://www.fastsigns.com/322-lacey-olympia-
wa?utm_source=google&utm_medium=local&utm_campaign=localmaps&utm_content=322 
 
Staff contacted the Thurston County League of Women voters, and Economic Development 
Council.  No response has been received yet. 

Next Steps: Once the Subcommittee and participating stakeholders that reviewed all material felt 
to be necessary in order to provide a preferred option and two alternatives staff will prepare a 
letter of recommendation with findings to the full Planning Commission for further 
consideration.  At which the time the Commission may set a hearing date to receive public 
testimony.  Following a public hearing the Planning Commission may recommend changes as 
proposed, recommend proposed changes with modifications, or ask staff to provide additional 
information 
 

ATTACHMENTS: TABLE: Sign Codes for Unincorporated Thurston County 
   TABLE 2: Selected Section of Current Sign Regulations for the Three Cities 
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THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
-Sign Code Subcommittee 

 
Minutes for July 13, 2016 

 
 1 
1. 3:30 P.M. CALL TO ORDER 2 

 3 
Commissioners provided self-introductions. 4 
 5 
Attendance: Planning Commissioners - Ed Fleisher, Tim Kramer, Jim Simmons. 6 
Other Stakeholders: Keli Brigham (Fast Signs), Joyce Phillips (City of Olympia) 7 
County Staff: Kraig Chalem, Tony Kantas 8 
Absent: Commissioner Jim Simmons 9 

 10 
2. 3:45 P.M. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 11 
 12 

No changes were proposed. 13 
 14 
4. 3:50 P.M.  APPROVAL OF 6.29.2016 SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 15 

 16 
No corrections were proposed. 17 

  18 
6. 3:55 P.M. WORK SESSION: Sign Code Amendment 19 
 (Staff: Kraig Chalem) 20 

 21 
Mr. Chalem presented information requested at the June 29th meeting,  22 

1. Confirm Public Works standards for official signs located in the Public Rights-of-Ways 23 
are consistent with those cited in the current codes (where applicable). 24 

 25 
• The standards for 20.40.038 - Directional signs are essentially the codification of 26 

unwritten policies determined by the County’s transportation department.  27 
 28 

2. Confirm that the subcommittee efforts are not required to be coordinated as joint effort 29 
with the three cities: Lacey, Tumwater, Olympia.   30 

 31 
• The subcommittee’s efforts should be inform and be informed by the three cities.  32 

However, the codes must be consistent and unless substantively changed do not need 33 
to be reviewed and approved by the affected city.   34 

 35 
3. Confirm that signs are not allowed in the Public rights-of-Ways.  If signs are allowed, 36 

identify: 37 
 38 

• Only the City of Olympia expressly allows political signs in the Public Right-of-Way. 39 
 40 
4. Provide all subcommittee members with a digital copy of the Table comparing the sign 41 

codes for Thurston County and UGA’s for the three cities.   42 
 43 

• Stakeholder Discussion: 44 
 45 
o Ed Fleisher discussed the removal of exemptions and/or allowance for “up to a certain 46 

number of temporary signs without a permit”, would be problematic for real-estate signs.   47 
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o Tim Kramer noted that political sign exemptions in right-of-way lead to clutter because no 1 
entity takes responsibility for them after elections. 2 

o Keli Brigham mentioned that temporary signs are problematic, especially those that are 3 
exempt do to size, or number per year; because, businesses will often use them for as long 4 
as possible.  This may lead to an unattractive and hazardous condition.  5 

o Joyce Phillips noted the City of the Olympia is planning on doing a complete rewrite of its 6 
sign code.   7 

o Tony Kantas noted that continuity across codes would be more efficient. 8 
o The entire group agreed that a clear prohibition to signs in the rights-of-ways should be 9 

crafted.    10 
o It was determined that the scope of work should include: 11 

1. Removal of protected language from all codes. 12 
2. Provide uniformity across all codes by applying ‘Application Review Procedures’ to 13 

all codes. 14 
3. With the exception of standard and “Directional Signs” approved by the County, 15 

provide a clear prohibition to placement of signs in the public rights-of-ways. 16 
4. Provide a maximum sign exemption standard that may be acceptable and applicable to 17 

all codes. 18 
5. It is noted that the entitlements and design standards of each code are not to be 19 

modified.   20 
 21 

• Staff was requested to perform the following tasks: 22 
 23 
1. Try to obtain any studies that the City of Lacey used as part of their code update.   24 
2. Review the different sign codes and put together a model/composite code that 25 

accomplishes the ‘scope of work’ agreed upon by the subcommittee. 26 
 27 
7. 4:50 P.M.  STAFF UPDATES 28 

 29 
(None) 30 
 31 

8. 4:55 P.M. CALENDAR:  32 
 33 
3rd Subcommittee meeting scheduled for 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, August 10, 2016. 34 
 35 

9. 5:00 P.M. ADJOURN 36 
 37 

 With there being no further business, meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 38 
 39 
              40 
        At Large, Chair 41 
Prepared by Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 42 
 43 
 44 

 45 
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THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

- Sign Code Subcommittee -  
 
Thurston County Courthouse Complex 
Building #1, Long Range Planning Conference Room # 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW 
Olympia, WA 98502 
 
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/docket/docket-sign-code-amendment.htm 
 
Wednesday, September 21, 2016 – 3:30 p.m. 
The Thurston County Planning Commission is a citizen’s advisors to the Board of County Commissioners on 
land use planning matters, such as Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.  Planning 
Commission actions are in the form of recommendations to the County Commissioners, who are the final 
decision-makers.  All Planning Commission meetings are open to the public.  Citizens are welcome to sit in and 
observe all Planning Commission briefings and work sessions.  Public comment is allowed on those topics for 
which public hearings have not been held. 
 
“The purpose of this subcommittee is to address elements of the sign codes for Thurston County and the three 
UGAs for the cities of Lacey, Tumwater, and Olympia, as determined not to be in keeping with the US Supreme 
Court decision Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.” 

 
AGENDA  
The items as listed do not signify a set order in which they will be held, which is at the discretion of the Chair.  
The meeting may not take the time allotted and the Committee will adjourn when all business is complete. 
 
 Estimated 
1. Call to Order 3:30 p.m. 

Introductions 
Approval of Agenda 
 

2. Approval of Minutes  3:35 p.m. 
 (7.13.2016) 
 

3. Staff Updates 3:40 p.m. 
 (Kraig Chalem) 
 

4. Work Session  3:45 p.m. 
 See Staff Memo with Attachments 
 

5. Calendar (Tentative) and Attendance 4:45 p.m.  
Determine next meeting date/time 
 

6. Adjourn 5:00 p.m. 
 

Enclosures provided to members: 
Staff Memorandum  
  

                                                                                           Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 
 

000021

http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/docket/docket-sign-code-amendment.htm


 
If you need special accommodations to participate in this meeting, please call (360) 786-5498 by 10:00 a.m., at 
least two days prior to the meeting, and ask for our ADA Coordinator.  Citizens with hearing impairment may 
call the TDD Line at (360) 754-2933.   **Members of the public may request additional information about agenda 
items or enclosures. 

 
 
 

Directions to the 
Thurston County Courthouse 

 

Coming from either north or south on I-5, take 
Exit 104 off of I-5 onto Highway 101 

From Highway 101, take the Cooper Pt. Road, 
Automall Drive, Crosby Blvd. exit. From Cooper 
Point Rd., turn right at the traffic light onto 
Evergreen Park Drive and continue approximately 
¾ mile.  Turn left onto Lakeridge Drive for 
approximately 2 blocks.   

The Courthouse is located on the right. 

Parking is available in the front of the Courthouse 
complex and in employee lot D after working 
hours. 
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
Cathy Wolfe 

      District One 

Sandra Romero 

      District Two 

Bud Blake 

      District Three 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 

Creating Solutions for Our Future  Brent Butler, Director 

 
TO: Thurston County Planning Commission, Sign Code Subcommittee 

FROM: Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 

DATE: September 21, 2016 

SUBJECT: Staff tasked with providing model/composite regulations 

 
Summary of staff responses to Discussion conducted 7/13/2016:  

• Should there be a distinction between temporary signs and exempt signs, i.e.- 
any sign list of exempt signs and signs less than 4 or 6 square feet, and limited to 
X inches in height? (Real estate Signs) 

o One sign for each street frontage, not exceeding six square feet in area, 
and not higher than six feet from finished average grade, and placed 
within required yard setback.  See all Options. 

 
• Which temporary signs should require permits and which should not, i.e.- 

temporary signs (extended periods of time), and special event signs (one to three 
days) 

o All temporary signs exceeding the maximum sign code size exemption 
should be subject to application and required to obtain a permit.  This will 
enable Thurston County to track enforce temporary signs without 
identifying them by content.  See all Options. 

 
• Should all temporary signs require permits but allow fee waivers for certain types 

of signs, i.e.- special events signs like grand openings? 
o No.  This would appear to be outside the purview of the subcommittee, but 

it may be suggested.   
 

• Should temporary signs be standardized across all codes? 
o Temporary signs, Exemptions, and Application Requirements should be 

consistent across all jurisdictions’ as Thurston County is the primary 
permitting agency.  See Option C.   
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• Banner signs, or other types of signs (for special events, i.e.- Grand Openings) 
be treated differently for purposes of permitting and size?  Other considerations 
are frequency and duration.  See all Options 

o Banner signs would be in excess of maximum exemption for all zones 
would be subject to the limitations of the specific district, and require a 
permit.  See all Options.   

 
• Clearly stated prohibition against signs in the public rights-of-ways? 

o No signs may be located in the public rights-of-way other than those 
placed by a government agency that meet the standards and serve a 
public purpose or policy. 

 
 
Background Overview: Item A-2 on the “2016-17 OFFICIAL DOCKET OF PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENTS” calls for amending all sign codes as a high 
priority based on the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision (Reed v. Town of Gilbert).  An 
item was also included on the 2014-15 Preliminary Docket to address signs in the right-
of-way due to a citizen request to ensure unauthorized signs be defined as litter. (This 
amendment may also affect other sections of the county code such as Title 6 Business 
Licenses and Regulations.  The citizen request was not included on the 2014-15 Official 
Docket, but remained on the Preliminary Docket to be considered for the next cycle.) 
 
On June 18, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) handed down a 
decision in the case of Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.  In essence, the decision deemed 
sign codes that regulate content which is not narrowly tailored to compel state interest do 
not survive strict scrutiny and is a violation of free speech. 
 
Please note that the parameters of this amendment are strictly to address the issues of 
content and signs in the right-of-way as described in the 2016-2017 “Official Docket” as 
set by the Board of Thurston County Commissioners.  Physical sign standards 
(entitlements) applicable in the rural county and in the Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) of the 
three cities are not at issue. 
 
Proposal Summary: Permanently remove language that is determined to violate 
constitutionally protected First Amendment rights by amending the Thurston County 
(Rural) Zoning Ordinance (Titles: 20.40, 21.75, 22.44, 23.42). 
 
Next Steps: Once the Subcommittee has reviewed the material and discussed the 
merits; the committee will direct staff to prepare a letter of recommendation with findings 
and two alternatives for consideration before the full Planning Commission for additional 
consideration.  At which the time the Commission may set a hearing date to receive 
public testimony.  Following a public hearing the Planning Commission may make a 
recommendation to the Board, or consider additional changes prior to finalizing a 
recommendation.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

1. Option A-Only remove protected language 
2. Option B-Remove protected language-Replace with neutral 
3. Option C-Replacement Options & Uniform General Provisions 
4. Composite Model Sign Code
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
Cathy Wolfe 

      District One 

Sandra Romero 

      District Two 

Bud Blake 

      District Three 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 

Creating Solutions for Our Future  Brent Butler, Director 
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THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
-Sign Code Subcommittee 

 
Minutes for September 21, 2016 

 
 1 
1. 3:30 P.M. CALL TO ORDER 2 

 3 
Commissioners provided self-introductions. 4 
 5 
Attendance: Planning Commissioners - Ed Fleisher, Jim Simmons. 6 
Other Stakeholders: Keli Brigham (Fast Signs), Joyce Phillips (City of Olympia) 7 
County Staff: Kraig Chalem, Tony Kantas 8 
Absent: Commissioner Tim Kramer and Grace Kendall 9 

 10 
2. 3:45 P.M. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 11 
 12 

No changes were proposed. 13 
 14 
4. 3:50 P.M.  APPROVAL OF 6.29.2016 SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 15 

 16 
No corrections were proposed. 17 

  18 
6. 3:55 P.M. WORK SESSION: Sign Code Amendment 19 
 (Staff: Kraig Chalem) 20 

 21 
• Mr. Chalem presented information requested at the July 13th meeting, and included: 22 

o The City of Lacey overhauled their sign code before Reed v. Gilbert decision, and did not 23 
study temporary and exempt signs specifically.   24 

o Staff removed protected language, and proposed to replace with a uniform temporary signs 25 
standard borrowed from the Olympia UGA that addresses permanent and non-permanent 26 
‘noncommercial’ signs.  27 

o Introduced clear prohibition to signs located in the public right-of-way, and substitution 28 
clause. 29 

o Developed a uniform application and permitting procedure, which are provided for UGAa, 30 
but absent in rural county code.  These provisions were discussed with Prosecuting 31 
Attorney’s Office and it was decided that addition of standards is substantive and outside 32 
the scope of 2016-17 Official Docket of Proposed development Code Amendments, but 33 
could still be recommended. 34 

 35 
• Stakeholder Discussion: 36 

o Continue to work on options. 37 
o Construction signs are necessary and not clearly regulated the proposed modification 38 

appears cumbersome and confusing. 39 
o Would like to have the input of the Tim Kramer and Grace Kendall before making any 40 

recommendation to the full commission.    41 
 42 

• Staff was requested to perform the following tasks: 43 
 44 
1. Find out if construction signs may remain as is; or, should they be modified to remove 45 

category reference? 46 
 47 
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7. 4:50 P.M.  STAFF UPDATES 1 
 2 
(None) 3 
 4 

8. 4:55 P.M. CALENDAR:  5 
 6 
3rd Subcommittee meeting scheduled for 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 21, 2016. 7 
 8 

9. 5:00 P.M. ADJOURN 9 
 10 

 With there being no further business, meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 11 
 12 
              13 
        At Large, Chair 14 
Prepared by Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 15 
 16 
 17 

 18 

 19 
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 COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
Cathy Wolfe 
      District One 
Sandra Romero 
      District Two 
Bud Blake 
      District Three 

RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT 
Creating Solutions for Our Future  Brent Butler, Director 
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TO: Thurston County Planning Commission Sign Code Subcommittee 

FROM: Kraig Chalem, Associate Planner 

DATE: October, 2016 

SUBJECT: Letter to full Planning Commission recommending sign code updates 

Proposed Action: 
Staff proposes that the attached cover letter with recommended options for amending 
the sign codes for Thurston County and the UGAs of the three cities be submitted to the 
full Planning Commission at their November 2nd meeting and scheduled for a public 
hearing the first Wednesday in December.   
 
The letter sets forth the rationale for proposed changes, summary of subcommittee 
process, along with options A through C with pros and cons.  Attachments to the letter 
include copies of: agendas, minutes, and memos from each subcommittee meeting. 
 
Staff responses to points of discussion conducted 9/21/2016 meeting:  

• The code categorized as protected content, such as: grand opening, special 
event, political, protest, temporary sales, off-site directional, etc. was found in 
temporary and exempt sign types, and had various entitlements pertaining to 
duration, location, permitting requirements, and size. 

o Many of these discrepancies may be corrected with uniform 
noncommercial sign standard.  The remainder may be dealt with on 
individual basis.  

 
• The four sign codes mix temporary and exempt.  For instance, TCC 20.40 

regulates temporary categories under exemptions.  Another example is TCC 
27.75.070, calls out a number of temporary signs as exempt, then in TCC 
21.75.090 temporary sign regulations that provides exemptions from requiring a 
permit.  

o These can be made consistent on an individual basis.   
 

• Certain types of temporary signs like political or event signs may be exempt from 
permit requirements so long as other temporary signs of the same nature are 
also exempt.   

o Method for treating categorized signs must by uniform, at least within each 
code. 
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Second Page Header 
 

 

 
• Prosecuting attorney confirmed that temporary signs related to real estate is a 

type of commercial sale and may be regulated. 
 
• Adding language such as: substitution clauses and application procedures is 

beyond the original scope of work on the ‘Official Docket of Code Amendments’. 
o May be included for additional consideration by the Board to correct past 

oversites. 
 

• Find out from the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office if construction signs may remain 
as is; or, should they be modified to remove category reference? 
 

o Staff proposes to move forward with modified language. 
 
Background Overview: Item A-2 on the “2016-17 OFFICIAL DOCKET OF 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENTS” calls for amending all sign 
codes as a high priority based on the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision (Reed v. 
Town of Gilbert).  An item was also included on the 2014-15 Preliminary Docket to 
address signs in the right-of-way due to a citizen request to ensure unauthorized signs 
be defined as litter. (This amendment may also affect other sections of the county code 
such as Title 6 Business Licenses and Regulations.  The citizen request was not 
included on the 2014-15 Official Docket, but remained on the Preliminary Docket to be 
considered for the next cycle.) 
 
On June 18, 2015, the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) handed down a 
decision in the case of Reed v. Town of Gilbert, AZ.  In essence, the decision deemed 
sign codes that regulate content which is not narrowly tailored to compel state interest 
do not survive strict scrutiny and is a violation of free speech. 
 
Please note that the parameters of this amendment are strictly to address the issues of 
content and signs in the right-of-way as described in the 2016-2017 “Official Docket” as 
set by the Board of Thurston County Commissioners.  Physical sign standards 
(entitlements) applicable in the rural county and in the Urban Growth Areas (UGAs) of 
the three cities are not at issue. 
 
Proposal Summary: Permanently remove language that is determined to violate First 
Amendment rights by amending the Thurston County (Rural) Zoning Ordinance (Titles: 
20.40, 21.75, 22.44, 23.42). 
 
Next Steps: Once the Subcommittee has reviewed the material and discussed the 
merits; the committee will direct staff to prepare a letter of recommendation with findings 
and two alternatives for consideration before the full Planning Commission for additional 
consideration.  At which the time the Commission may set a hearing date to receive 
public testimony.  Following a public hearing the Planning Commission may make a 
recommendation to the Board, or consider additional changes prior to finalizing a 
recommendation.  
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ATTACHMENT - A 

Chapter 20.40 - SIGNS AND LIGHTING  

Sections:  

20.40.005 - Purpose.  

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for signage while maintaining and, where 
possible, enhancing traffic and pedestrian safety, property values, and the county's 
aesthetic character and attractiveness to economic development.  
 
20.40.010 - Generally.  

No sign shall be erected within the boundaries of the zoned areas which conflicts with 
the provisions of this chapter.  
 

20.40.020 - General provisions.  

Shall be as follows:  
1. No sign shall protrude over the street right-of-way. 
2. No sign shall be erected that interferes with the visibility of traffic control devices 

or street name signs.  
3. Signs may be luminous, reflecting or illuminating, but no sign shall be flashing or 

oscillating.  
4. No sign shall be placed so as to cause visual obstruction of a public right-of-way. 
5. All signs shall conform to Washington state statutes or building code, if in effect. 
6. All signing relating to regulations warning of hazards and guidance of traffic shall 

conform to the latest edition of the Washington State Highway Commission, 
Department of Highways, Traffic Engineering Division "Manual for Signing."  

7. Within the Grand Mound urban growth area, the Grand Mound Development 
Guidelines dated March 9, 1998, are adopted and incorporated in this chapter by 
reference as fully set forth in this chapter.  (The Grand Mound sign guidelines 
regulate only commercial signs by type (not category) as described in the 
master plan.  No further review is needed.) 

 
8. Unless specifically allowed by another code provision, no sign may be located in 

the public rights-of-way other than road identification signs and directional signs 
erected by the county directing the public to public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 
Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
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bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or non-advertising signs as may be authorized by 
the board.  (Clear prohibition to signs placed in public rights-of-way that 
does not serve a public purpose, or allowed by specific code provision, i.e.-
political signs in Olympia UGA.) 

 

20.40.033 - Billboards.  

1. Location. 
a. Billboards are only permitted in the following districts, subject to the provisions of 

this title:  
Arterial commercial district (Chapter 20.25);  
Highway commercial district (Chapter 20.26);  
Planned industrial park district (Chapter 20.27);  
Light industrial district (Chapter 20.28).  

b. Billboards shall not be located in the following areas, regardless of the zoning 
district: 
i. In the Nisqually valley planning area, as shown in the Nisqually Subarea 

Plan, dated 1992, and as hereafter amended;  
ii. Where visible from the travel lanes of: 

Interstate 5;  
US Route 101;  
Yelm Highway (SR 510);  
Rainier Road;  
State Routes 507 and 12;  
Old Highway 99 south of 93rd Avenue SE to the Lewis County line; or  
Tilley Road.  

2. Spacing. Billboards shall be separated by one thousand feet from other billboards on 
the same side of the road.  

3. Size. Billboard display surfaces shall not exceed three hundred square feet in size. 
4. Number and Orientation of Sign Faces. Billboards shall have no more than two sign 

display surfaces, only one of which may be visible to oncoming traffic.  
 

20.40.035 - Exempt signs.  
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The following signs shall be permitted and are exempt from the provisions of this 
chapter, and shall not be included in the computation of sign size area for regulated signs. 
This shall not be construed as relieving the owner of the sign from the responsibility of its 
erection and maintenance and its compliance with any other applicable law or ordinance. 
Exempt signs are:  

1. Construction Ssigns which identify the future use of a site, architects, 
engineers, contractors, financial institutions, and other individuals or firms 
involved with the owner interest on sites under construction of a project, and 
that have obtained a building permit, but not including advertisement of any 
products, during the construction period, and up to thirty days after an 
occupancy permit has been issued. (Content does not need to be read other 
than to verify that content does not sell products.) 

 
2. Signs pertaining to the sale, lease or rental of developed residential property or 

buildings;  
3. Signs advertising undeveloped residential property for sale up to thirty-two 

square feet in sign area, or the sale, lease or rental of commercial or industrial 
property or buildings;. 

4. Names of buildings, commemorative tablets and the like when carved into stone, 
concrete or similar material, or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent-
type construction, made an integral part of the structure, and projecting no more 
than two inches from the wall;  

5. Signs directing vehicular or pedestrian traffic movement or parking into a 
premises or within a premises, not exceeding four square feet in area, and 
between three and five feet in height for each sign. Such sign may include an 
identification logo, but no wording except as related to directions;  

6. Temporary advertising signs, not exceeding four square feet, advertising 
products or services of the building tenant, but not the name of the tenant. Such 
signs shall be temporarily attached to the wall or window of the building and shall 
be located below the building eave. Such signs shall be allowed for a period of 
time not to exceed fourteen days;  

7. Signs not exceeding four square feet in area, attached flat against a building, 
stationary and not lighted, announcing only the names, hours of operation or 
occupation of the building tenant; provided that not more than one such sign shall 
be allowed on any face of a building;  

8. Signs located in the interior of a development, which are designed and located to 
be viewed exclusively by patrons of the development and not plainly visible from 
off-site;  

9. Governmental or corporate flags, which are flown from a permanent pole or 
standard in conjunction with the national flag of the United States in conformance 
with United States Public Law 93-344;  
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10. Signs that are within a ball park or other similar public or nonprofit recreational 
facility and are intended to be primarily viewed from within that facility;  

11. Seasonal displays and decorations not advertising a product, service or 
entertainment; 

12. Signs warning the public against hunting, fishing, trespassing, dangerous 
conditions, animals, swimming, or the like;  

13. Signs identifying essential public needs (i.e., restrooms, entrance, exit, 
telephone, etc.);  

14. Official notices or advertisements posted or displayed by or under the direction 
of any public or court officer in the performance of his official or directed duties;  

15. Political campaign signs advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective 
office, or a political party, or a sign urging a particular vote on a public issue 
decided by ballot may be erected on any privately owned lot or parcel, excluding 
right-of-way. Each sign shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. 
For a successful candidate in a primary election, the sign may remain until the 
final election but shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. The 
candidate or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its 
removal and subject to the penalties as provided in this title; (Removed for 
identifying content and/or category.  See noncommercial sign provision, 
sec. 20.40.040) 

 
16. Any special event signs or display such as search lights, pennants, streamers, 

ribbons, air-filled figures or gas-filled figures, subject to the following restrictions:  
a. Such displays shall conform to the height restrictions for permitted signs, and 
b. Such displays shall be allowed for a period of time not to exceed fourteen 

days in any calendar year.  (Modified to ensure allowance of special 
events without conflict with content.) 

 
17. Temporary signs up to four square feet in sign surface area on private property 

and installed less than six feet above ground for a period not to exceed fourteen 
days.  (Intended to allow neighborhood events, garage sales, and 
commercial.)  

 
17. Signs up to four square feet which show the meeting location for a service club 

or fraternal organization. (Removed for identifying content and/or category, 
and replaced.  Also see noncommercial sign provision, sec. 20.40.040) 

 
20.40.038 - Directional signs.  

The following directional signs may be erected within county rights-of-way subject to 
the requirements of this section and written authorization from the director of public works 
or his/her designee:  
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1. Permitted Directional Signs. 
a. Signs directing people to publicly owned facilities or sites, hospitals, historic 

sites, or churches, synagogues, and other similar places of worship;  
b. Signs directing motorists to gas stations, food, lodging, or privately owned 

recreation areas. To be eligible for such signage, the facility or site must meet 
the state's requirements for erecting a motorist information sign along a 
federal interstate or primary highway. Eligibility, however, will not require 
compliance with state requirements related to supplemental directional 
signage.  

2. Administrative Requirements and Standards. 
a. Applicants for a directional sign shall submit a completed application on a 

form provided by the public works department and pay the fee specified on 
the department's fee schedule.  

b. Successful applicants shall supply the public works department with the 
approved directional sign(s).  

c. The public works director shall determine the location of directional signs, 
subject to the provisions of this section. Wherever practical, directional signs 
shall be grouped in a coordinated display. The director may limit the number 
of directional signs placed on any section of right-of-way to maintain public 
safety and the visibility of traffic control signage.  

d. Approved directional signs shall be installed and maintained by the public 
works department. The owner shall be responsible for the cost to replace or 
repair signs or support structures that are damaged or defaced following 
installation, or that are badly deteriorated. If the county does not receive 
payment for such repair or replacement within thirty days of notification, it will 
dispose of the sign.  

e. Directional signs for seasonal businesses or facilities shall be covered, 
removed or posted with closed sign during the off-season by the public works 
department or the sign owner, at the direction of the department.  

f. Directional signs shall be removed by the county if the nature of the 
destination, facility, or business no longer complies with subsection (1)(a) or 
(b) of this section. The county may also remove directional signs if the public 
works director determines, due to changed circumstances, that they 
jeopardize public safety. If such signs are not claimed by the owner within 
thirty days of notification, they will be disposed of by the county.  

3. Standards. 
a. Directional signs and their location shall comply with all applicable laws, 

including Chapter 47.42 RCW, Sections 131 and 315 of Title 23, United 
States Code, and rules adopted by the State Department of Transportation, 
including the "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and 
Highways," all as amended.  
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b. Directional signs shall, to the extent that the sign's size permits, be of the 
same design, color, and format as the corresponding state motorist 
information sign.  

c. Directional signs shall only identify the facility or site and its distance and 
direction from the sign. No other advertising or message is permitted.  

d. Directional signs shall not exceed five square feet in size and shall not be 
illuminated. 

 
20.40.40 - Noncommercial Signs.  

Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, noncommercial signs shall meet the 
following requirements:  

1. Temporary Noncommercial Signs. 
a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 20.40.020.  
b. Such signs shall not require a sign permit if less than six square feet in 

sign surface area and less than forty-eight inches in height.  
c. In residential zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per street 

frontage, not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, placed 
wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  

d. In commercial and industrial zones, such signs shall be limited to one 
sign per street frontage not to exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area 
per side, placed wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of 
eight feet.  

2. Permanent Noncommercial Signs. 
a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 20.40.020.  
b. Such signs shall require a sign permit. 
c. If located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 

such signs shall meet the size and location requirements of the 
underlying zoning district for commercial signs.  

d. If not located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 
permanent noncommercial signs shall meet the size, height and location 
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs.  (Content neutral 
sign distinguished from commercial signage.  Intended to capture 
content oriented temporary, exempt, and movable signs.) 

 
20.40.045 - Sign height.  

1. The provisions of subsection (2) of this section apply to any sign the height of which 
is not regulated by Section 20.54.040(5).  
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2. No sign shall exceed thirty-five feet in height as measured from the grade level to the 
highest point of the sign.  

 

20.40.050 - Signs with unclear dimensions.  

The square feet of a sign painted or imprinted on the wall of a building or otherwise 
affixed to the wall of a building in such a manner that the sign has no clearly-defined 
dimensions shall be equal to the dimensions of the smallest possible rectangular figure 
which could contain the matter painted, printed or otherwise affixed thereon.  
 

20.40.060 - Lighting.  

Lighting shall be designed and shall function in a manner which shields direct light 
from adjoining streets and properties. Shielding, location, height, type of illumination and 
landscape buffers shall be evaluated in lighting design to meet this standard.  
 

20.40.100 - Nonconforming signs.  

Signs rendered nonconforming by the provisions of this title shall comply with the 
following:  

1. Nonconforming signs shall not be increased in size or elevation, structurally 
altered, or moved to another site.  

2. A nonconforming sign must be removed or brought into compliance with this 
chapter if:  
a. It is damaged or deteriorated and the cost for repairs, maintenance, or other 

changes would exceed fifty percent of its replacement cost; or  
b. It has not been used for six months or longer. 

3. All signs and supporting structures which do not conform to the applicable 
structural requirements of Chapter 14.17 Thurston County Code shall be 
removed or immediately brought into compliance with such requirements.  

 (END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHEMENT - B 

Chapter 21.75 - SIGN REGULATIONS  

Sections:  

21.75.010 - Intent.  

The intent of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life, health, 
property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the number, size, design, quality 
of materials, construction, location, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign 
structures; to preserve and improve the appearance of the Lacey UGA as a place in which 
to live and as an attraction to nonresidents who come to visit or trade; to encourage sound 
signing practices as an aid to business and for public information but to prevent excessive 
and confusing signing displays.  
 

21.75.020 - Definitions and abbreviations.  

For the purpose of this chapter, definitions as defined in Chapter 21.06 and 
certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words and their derivatives shall be construed as 
specified in this section: (Definitions of signs in categories that describe content 
remain for context, but are not regulated as such.) 
 

"Abandoned sign" means any sign which is located on property which becomes 
vacant and unoccupied for a period of six months or more, or any sign which relates to 
any occupant or business unrelated to the present occupant or his business, or any sign 
which pertains to a time, event, or purpose which no longer applies.  

"Advertising vehicles"(Considered sign Structure) means any vehicle or trailer on a 
public right-of-way or public property or on private property so as to be visible from a 
public right-of-way which has attached thereto, or located thereon any sign or advertising 
device for the basic purpose of providing advertisement of products or directing people to 
a business or activity located on the same or nearby property or any other premises. This 
provision is not to be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm or its principal 
products on a vehicle operating during normal course of business. Franchised buses or 
taxis are exempt from this chapter.  

"Animated sign" means any sign which includes action or motion or the optical illusion 
of action or motion, or color changes of all or any part of the sign facing, requiring electrical 
energy, or set in motion by movement of the atmosphere. Excluded from the definition 
are public service signs, changing message center signs, searchlights and flags.  

"Awning" means a temporary shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a 
building.  
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"Bulletin board (reader-board)" means a sign so designed that the message may be 
changed by removal or addition of specially designed letters that attach to the face of the 
sign.  

"Changing message center signs" means an electronically or electrically controlled 
sign where different automatic changing messages are shown on the same lamp bank.  

"Construction sign" means any sign used to identify the architects, engineers, 
contractors or other individuals or firms involved with the construction of a building and 
announce the character of the building or the purpose for which the building is intended.  

"Flashing sign" means any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source 
or which includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or an 
externally mounted intermittent light source. Excluded from the definition are public 
service and changing message center signs.  

"Freestanding sign" means any sign which is supported by one or more uprights, 
poles or braces in or upon the ground.  

"Garage sale signs," i.e., yard sales, moving sales, patio sales, means temporary 
signs used to announce a sale of used items.  

"Grade" means the elevation or level of the street closest to the sign to which 
reference is made, as measured at the street's centerline, or the relative ground level in 
the immediate vicinity of the sign.  

"Grand opening displays" means temporary signs, posters, banners, strings of lights, 
clusters of flags, balloons and searchlights used to announce the opening of a completely 
new enterprise or the opening of an enterprise under new management. See also special 
event. 

"Height" or "height of sign" means the vertical distance from the grade to the highest 
point of a sign or any vertical projection thereof, including its supporting columns.  

"Landscaping" means any material used as a decorative feature, such as shrubbery 
or planting materials, planter boxes, concrete bases, brick work, decorative framing or 
pole covers, used in conjunction with a sign which expresses the theme of the sign and 
related structure but does not contain advertising copy.  

"Legal nonconforming sign" means a sign which (1) on the effective date of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter was lawfully maintained and had been lawfully erected 
in accordance with the provisions of any prior sign ordinance or code but which sign does 
not conform to the applicable limitations established by this chapter; or (2) on or after the 
effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter was lawfully maintained and 
erected in accordance with the provisions of this chapter but which sign, by reason of 
amendment of the ordinance codified in this chapter after the effective date thereof, does 
not conform to the applicable limitations established by the amendment of this chapter.  

"Mansard roof" means a sloped roof or roof-like facade architecturally able to be 
treated as a building wall.  
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"Marquee" means a permanent roofed structure attached and supported by the 
building.  

"Monument sign" means a ground-mounted sign which is higher than three feet above 
the average ground elevation and which is attached to the ground by means of a wide 
base of solid appearance.  

"Multiple building complex" means a group of structures housing at least one retail 
business, office, commercial venture or independent or separate part of a business which 
shares the same lot, access and/or parking facilities.  

"Multiple occupancy building" means a single structure housing more than one retail 
business, office or commercial venture.  

"Political sign" means a sign advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective 
office, or a political party, or sign urging a particular vote on a public issue decided by 
ballot.  

"Portable (mobile) sign" means a sign made of any material which by its design is 
readily movable and is equipped with wheels, casters or rollers or which is not 
permanently affixed to the ground, structure or building (also includes sidewalk or 
sandwich board signs, and signs mounted upon the tops of vehicles).  

"Public service signs" means an electronically or electrically controlled public service 
sign or portion of a larger sign which conveys only information such as time, date, 
temperature, atmospheric condition or general news information where different 
alternating copy changes are shown on the same lamp bank matrix.  

"Real estate or property for sale, rental or lease sign" means any sign pertaining to 
the sale, lease or rental of land or buildings.  

"Roof sign" means any sign erected upon, against or directly above a roof or on top 
of or above the parapet of a building.  

"Searchlight" means an apparatus containing an electric light and reflector on a swivel 
for projecting a far-reaching beam in any desired direction.  

"Sign" means any commercial communication device, structure or fixture that is 
intended to aid an establishment in identification and to advertise and/or promote a 
business, service, activity or interest. For the purpose of this chapter, a sign shall not be 
considered to be building or structural design, but shall be restricted solely to graphics, 
symbols or written copy that is meant to be used in the aforementioned way.  

"Sign area" means the entire area of a sign on which copy is to be placed. Only one 
side of a doublefaced sign shall be included. The area of painted signs, individual letter 
signs, and other indirectly illuminated signs shall be calculated on the basis of the smallest 
rectangle, circle or spherical figure that will enclose the entire copy area of the sign. Any 
such calculation shall include the areas between letters and lines, as well as the areas of 
any devices, illuminated or nonilluminated, which are intended to attract attention.  

"Special event signs" means temporary signs used to announce a circus, a carnival, 
festivals or other similar events.  
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"Temporary sign" means any sign, banner, pennant, valance, flags (not intended to 
include flags of any nation, state, city or other governmental agency or nonprofit 
organization), searchlights, balloons or other air-filled or gas-filled figures or advertising 
display constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wallboard or other light 
materials, with or without frame, intended to be displayed for a limited period of time only. 
Examples of different types of temporary signs may include: construction, grand opening 
displays, real estate, special event, political and garage sale.  

"Wall" means any member or group of members, which defines the exterior 
boundaries of a building and which has a slope of sixty degrees or greater with the 
horizontal plane. The height of a wall shall be measured as the two-dimensional height 
from the average finish grade of the particular architectural building elevation adjacent to 
the wall to the finish roof plane.  

"Wall sign" means any sign attached to or painted directly on the wall, or erected 
against the wall of a building being parallel or approximately parallel to said wall; and 
does not exceed a distance of fifteen inches from such wall.  
 
21.75.030 - Permits and fees required.  

No sign permit shall be issued unless the sign installer has a valid Washington State 
sign contractor’s license; provided, however, that an applicant may obtain a permit to 
install a sign on his own property without a state license.   
 
21.75.040 - Permit—Requirements.  

No sign governed by the provisions of this code of more than four square feet in sign 
area shall be erected, structurally altered or relocated by any person, firm or corporation 
after the date of adoption of this code without a permit issued by the county (with the 
exceptions as noted).  No new permit is required for signs which have permits and which 
conform with the requirements of this code on the date of its adoption unless and until the 
sign is structurally altered or relocated.  
 
21.75.050 - Permit—Applications.  

Applications for permits shall contain the name and address of the owner and user of 
the sign, the name and address of the owner of the property on which the sign is to be 
located, the location of the sign structure, drawings or photographs showing the design 
and dimensions of the sign and details of its proposed placement and such other pertinent 
information as the department may require to insure compliance with this code and other 
applicable ordinances. Permit applications shall be available for inspection by the public 
upon request. Upon completion of a permit application, the application shall be acted on 
within two weeks unless there is a requirement for further time under SEPA.  
 
21.75.060 - Fee schedule.  
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Fees for sign permits shall be established by resolution of the board.  

 
21.75.065 - Noncommercial Signs.  
 

Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, noncommercial signs shall meet the 
following requirements:  

A. Temporary Noncommercial Signs. 
1. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 20.40.020.  
2. Such signs shall not require a sign permit if less than six square feet in sign 

surface area and less than forty-eight inches in height.  
3. In residential zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per street 

frontage, not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, placed wholly 
on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  

4. In commercial and industrial zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign 
per street frontage not to exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area per side, 
placed wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  

B. Permanent Noncommercial Signs. 
1. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 20.40.020.  
2. Such signs shall require a sign permit. 
3. If located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, such 

signs shall meet the size and location requirements of the underlying zoning 
district for commercial signs.  

4. If not located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 
permanent noncommercial signs shall meet the size, height and location 
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs. (Content neutral sign 
standard distinguished from commercial signage.  Intended to capture 
content oriented temporary, exempt, and movable signs.) 

 
21.75.070 - Exemptions.  

The following signs do not require a sign permit (unless noted), nor shall the area and 
number of such signs be included in the area and number of signs permitted for any site 
or use. This shall not be construed as relieving the owner of the sign from the 
responsibility of its erection and maintenance and its compliance with the provisions of 
this chapter or any other law or ordinance:  

A. The flag, emblem or insignia of a nation or other governmental unit or nonprofit 
organization subject to the guidelines concerning their use set forth by the 
government or organization which they represent. Flag poles require a sign 
permit for structural review; 

B. Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings, stained glass windows and dates 
of erection when cut into the surface or the facade of the building or when 
projecting not more than two inches;  
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C. Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or nonadvertising signs as may be authorized by the 
board;  

D. Signs of public utility companies indicating danger or which serve as an aid to 
public safety or which show the location of underground facilities or of public 
telephones;  

E. Flush mounted wall signs, used to identify the name and address of the occupant 
for each dwelling provided the sign does not exceed two square feet in sign area; 

F. Signs located in the interior of any building or within an enclosed lobby, mall, 
arcade, porch, patio, court, or similar area of any building or group of buildings, 
which signs are designed and located to be viewed exclusively by patrons of such 
use or uses;  

G. One bulletin board not over fifty square feet in sign area for each public, charitable 
or religious institution where the same are located on the premises of said 
institution. A sign permit is required;  

H. Decorations. Such signs in the nature of decoration, clearly incidental and 
customary and commonly associated with any national, local or religious holiday;  

I. Painting, repainting or cleaning of an advertising structure or the changing of the 
advertising copy of message thereon shall not be considered an erection or 
alteration which requires sign permit unless a structural change is made;  

J. Sculptures, fountains, mosaics and design features which do not incorporate 
advertising or identification; 

K. "No trespassing," "no dumping," "no parking," "private," signs identifying essential 
public needs (i.e., restrooms, entrance, exit, telephone, etc.) and other 
informational warning signs, which shall not exceed three square feet in surface 
area;  

L. Directional signs erected by the county on arterial streets directing the public to 
public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 

M. Signs being manufactured, transported, and/or stored within the Lacey UGA shall 
be exempt; provided, however, that such signs are not used, in any manner or 
form for purposes of advertising at the place or places of manufacture or storage;  

N. Commemorative plaques of recognized historical societies and organizations; 
O. Religious symbols and identification emblems of religious orders or historical 

societies; 
P. Signs on vehicles regulated by the county that provide public transportation, 

including, but not limited to, buses and taxicabs;  
Q. Signs on licensed commercial vehicles, including trailers; provided, however, that 

such vehicles shall not be utilized as parked or stationary outdoor display signs;  
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R. Special event signs, real estate signs, political signs, banners or cloth signs, 
decorations and garage sale signs, provided they conform to their applicable 
limitations.   

RC. Special Event Signs. No sign permit is required. Such temporary signs may be 
placed upon private property only and shall not be larger than four square feet, 
Such signs and shall not be posted or attached to telephone poles, power poles 
or other public utility facilities. Such signs may be displayed thirty days prior to an 
event and must be removed within seven days after the event's conclusion. The 
event committee business or enterprise for which the sign is displayed shall be 
responsible for its removal and subject to the penalties as provided in this code. 
Such temporary signs, such as: posters, banners, strings of lights, clusters of 
flags, balloons or other air or gas filled figures, and searchlights may be permitted 
for any business or enterprise provided the beam of light does not flash against 
any building or does not sweep an arc of forty-five percent from vertical. Such 
displays are permitted only in districts where the enterprise so advertised is 
allowed under district zoning regulations or by special use permit.  (The term 
“special” is removed because it may connote distinguishing content.  The 
standards for both grand opening and event are proposed to be combined 
due to their similarities and neither requires a sign permit.  Also, this 
section proposed to be relocated from Temporary sign section due to 
exemption from permit.) 

 
SD. Real Estate Signs. No sign permit is required. All exterior real estate signs must 

be of wood or plastic or other durable material. The permitted signs, with 
applicable limits are as follows: (This section proposed to be relocated from 
Temporary sign section due to exemption from permit.) 
1. Residential "For Sale" and "Sold" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to one 

sign per street frontage not to exceed five square feet in sign area, placed 
wholly on the property for sale, and not to exceed a height of seven feet.  

2. Residential Directional "Open House" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to 
one sign per street frontage on the premises for sale and three off-premises 
signs. However, if a realtor has more than one house open for inspection in 
a single development or subdivision, he/she is limited to four off-premises 
"open house" signs in the entire development or subdivision. Such signs are 
permitted only during daylight hours and when the realtor or seller or an agent 
is in attendance at the property for sale. No such sign shall exceed five 
square feet in sign area. The sign may be placed along the periphery of a 
public right-of-way within one mile of the subject residential development.  

3. Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. 
One sign per street frontage advertising undeveloped commercial and 
industrial property for sale or rent. The sign shall not exceed thirty-two square 
feet in sign area and seven feet in height.  
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4. Developed Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. One 
sign per street frontage advertising a commercial or industrial building for rent 
or sale is permitted while the building is actually for rent or sale. If one face 
of the building is less than ten feet from the building line, the sign shall be 
placed on the building or in a window. The sign shall not exceed seven feet 
in height, if free-standing, shall be located more than fifteen feet from any 
abutting property line and a public right-of-way line. Such sign shall not 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area.  

5. Undeveloped Residential Property "For Sale" Signs. One sign per street 
frontage advertising undeveloped residential property for sale is permitted 
not exceeding thirty-two square feet in sign area. Such sign must be placed 
more than thirty feet from the abutting owner's property line and may not 
exceed a height of seven feet.   

T. No permit required for temporary signs up to four square feet in sign surface area 
on private property and installed less than six feet above ground for a period not 
to exceed fourteen days. 

 
21.75.080 - Prohibited signs.  

The following signs or displays are prohibited:  
A. Roof signs; 
B. Animated signs; 
C. Flashing signs; 
D. Portable signs;  
E. Advertising vehicles; 
F. Signs which purport to be, or are, an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic 

sign or signal, or which bear the words "stop," "caution," "danger," "warning," or 
similar words;  

G. Signs which, by reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring or 
manner of illumination may be confused with or construed as a traffic control sign, 
signal or device, or the light of an emergency or radio equipment vehicle, or which 
obstruct the visibility of traffic or street sign or signal device;  

H. Signs which are located upon or projecting over public streets, sidewalks, or 
rights-of-way except as provided for awnings and marquees in Section 
21.75.175;  

I. Signs attached to utility poles;  
J. Off-premises commercial signs including:   

1. Any sign identifying a use, facility or service which is not located on the 
premises; 

000044



Option A-Remove content language-Substitute neutral language 
Deleted Text:   Strikethrough   Proposed Changes:   Underlined 
Staff Comments: (Italics)  Unaffected Omitted Text: (…) 

Page 16 of 56 
 

2. Any sign identifying a product that is not produced, sold or manufactured on 
the premises; 

3. Any sign that advertises or otherwise directs attention to a product, service 
or activity, event, person, institution or business that may or may not be 
identified by a brand name and which occurs or is generally conducted, sold, 
manufactured, produced or offered elsewhere than on the premises where 
such sign is located.  

K. Strings of banners, pennants, and other graffiti-like material. 
L. Unless specifically allowed by another code provision, no sign may be located in 

the public rights-of-way other than road identification signs and directional signs 
erected by the county directing the public to public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 
Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or non-advertising signs as may be authorized by 
the board.  (Clear prohibition to signs placed in public rights-of-way that 
does not serve a public purpose, or allowed by specific code provision, i.e.-
political signs in Olympia UGA.) 

 
21.75.090 - Temporary signs.   

The following signs are classified as temporary (nonpermanent). Temporary signs 
are permitted subject to the applicable limitations:  

A. Construction Signs. A sign permit is required.  Such for signs may be displayed 
only after a building permit is obtained, and during the period of construction on 
the construction site. Only one such sign is permitted per construction project for 
each public street upon which the project fronts. The applicable limits are as 
follows:  
1. In all zones other than single-family residential zones, no construction 

temporary sign shall exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area (printed copy 
on one side only) or ten feet in height, nor be located closer than ten feet 
from the property line or closer than thirty feet from the property line of the 
abutting owner.  

2. In single-family residential zones, no construction temporary sign shall 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area (printed copy on one side only) or 
ten feet in height, nor be located closer than ten feet from the property line of 
the abutting owner. (Lacey UGA is the only jurisdiction that considers 
construction signs under temporary rather than exempt, and do require 
a sign permit.) 

 
B. Grand Opening Displays.  No sign permit is required.  Such temporary signs, 

such as: posters, banners, strings of lights, clusters of flags, balloons or other air 
or gas filled figures, and searchlights are permitted for a period of seven days 
only to announce the opening of a completely new enterprise or the opening of 
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an enterprise under new management. All such materials shall be removed 
immediately upon the expiration of seven days. Such displays are permitted only 
in districts where the enterprise so advertised is allowed under district zoning 
regulations. Searchlights may be permitted by any business or enterprise 
provided the beam of light does not flash against any building or does not sweep 
an arc of forty-five percent from vertical.  

DE. Political Signs. No sign permit is required. Political signs or posters may be placed 
upon private property only and shall not be larger than ten square feet of sign 
area and shall not be posted or attached to telephone poles, power poles or other 
public utility facilities. Such signs must be removed seven days after the election 
in which the candidate or issue advertised on a sign has been determined. For a 
successful candidate in a primary election the sign may remain until the final 
election, but shall be removed within seven days after the election. The candidate 
or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its removal 
and subject to the penalties as provided in this code.  (Removed for identifying 
content and/or category.  See noncommercial sign provision, sec. 
21.75.065) 

 
BF. Banners or Cloth Signs.  Such signs may be permitted and extend across a public 

street by permission of the director or designee. Such signs may only be placed 
at county designated locations and erected by county personnel. 
Garage Sale (Yard Sales, Moving Sales, Patio Sales). No sign permit is required. 
Such for signs shall be limited to one sign on the premises and three off-premises 
signs. No such sign shall that do not exceed four square feet in sign area. The 
sign or signs may be displayed only during the sale and must be removed the 
day the sale ends. The person or persons for which erected the sign or signs are 
displayed shall be responsible for its removal and subject to the penalties as 
provided in this code.  (Removed for identifying content and/or category.  
Replaced with allowance for temporary sign to accommodate small signs 
other than noncommercial,   See sec. 21.75.075.) 

 
21.75.100 - Structural requirements.  

The structure and erection of signs or flag poles within the Lacey UGA shall be 
governed by the Uniform Building Code, 1994 Edition (or any superseding edition adopted 
by the county). Compliance with the Uniform Building Code shall be a prerequisite to 
issuance of a sign permit under this code.  
 
21.75.110 - Electrical requirements.  

Electrical requirements for signs within the Lacey UGA shall be governed by the 
National Electrical Code. Compliance with the National Electrical Code shall be required 
by every sign utilizing electrical energy as a prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit 
under this code.  
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21.75.120 - Illumination.  

Illumination from or upon any sign shall be shaded, shielded, directed or reduced so 
as to avoid undue brightness, glare or reflection of light on private or public property in 
the surrounding area, and so as to avoid unreasonably distracting pedestrians or 
motorists. "Undue brightness" is illumination in excess of that which is reasonably 
necessary to make the sign reasonably visible to the average person on an adjacent 
street.  
 
21.75.130 - Maintenance.  

All signs, including signs heretofore installed shall be constantly maintained in a state 
of security, safety, appearance and repair. If any sign is found not to be so maintained or 
is insecurely fastened or otherwise dangerous, it shall be the duty of the owner and/or 
occupant of the premises on which the sign is fastened to repair or remove the sign within 
five days after receiving notice from the sign code department. The premises surrounding 
a freestanding sign shall be free and clear of rubbish and landscaping area maintained in 
a tidy manner.  
 
21.75.140 - Landscaping for freestanding and monument signs.  

All freestanding and monument signs shall include as part of their design landscaping 
about their base so as to prevent vehicles from hitting the sign and to improve the overall 
appearance of the installation.  
 
21.75.150 - Inspection.  

All sign users shall permit the periodic inspection of their signs by the county upon 
county request.  
 
21.75.160 - More restrictive provision to apply.  

Whenever two provisions of this code overlap or conflict with regard to the size or 
placement of a sign, the more restrictive provision shall apply.  
 
21.75.170 - Buildings facing on two parallel streets.  

Single or multiple occupancy buildings whose premises extend through a block to 
face on two parallel streets with customer entrances on each street are permitted 
monument signs per street frontage as per Section 21.75.180H; provided, however, that 
each sign is located on different street frontages and are separated more than one 
hundred feet measured in a straight line between the signs.  
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21.75.175 - Signage on awnings and marquees.  

Signage will be allowed on awnings and marquees in commercial and industrial zones 
of the Lacey UGA. Such signage shall be limited to thirty percent coverage of the face of 
the marquee or the exposed surface of the awning. The signage area shall be calculated 
on the basis of the smallest rectangle, circle or spherical figure that will enclose the entire 
copy area of the sign. Any such calculations shall include the areas between letters and 
lines as well as the areas of any devices which are intended to attract attention.  
 
21.75.180 - District regulations.  

A. General. This section shall apply to all zones designated in the Zoning Ordinance. 
B. Size and Type. 

1. Nonresidential Uses With in Residential Districts. Each use is permitted one 
flush-mounted wall sign having a maximum sign area of twelve square feet.  

2. Home Occupations. Home occupation signs relate to home occupation as 
defined in the Zoning Ordinance. The sign shall be flush-mounted and shall not 
exceed two square feet in area, and cannot be internally illuminated, nor 
illuminated at night. Off-premises signs are prohibited.  

3. Single-Family Subdivisions. Two signs identifying a subdivision may be permitted 
per entrance from an access street, provided said signs do not exceed eighteen 
square feet in sign area each and five feet in height. Such signs can be low profile 
monument freestanding or fence mounted, and can be placed anywhere on the 
property along access streets, not necessarily at entrances.  

4. Multifamily Complex. Each multifamily complex is permitted two signs per 
entrance from an access street identifying the complex provided said signs do 
not exceed eighteen square feet in sign area each and five feet in height. Such 
signs can be low profile monument freestanding or fence mounted, and can be 
placed anywhere on the property along access streets, not necessarily at 
entrances.  

5. Commercial, Industrial and Open Space/Institutional Districts. 
a. Each single occupancy building not in a multiple building complex is 

permitted monument signs as described in Section 21.75.180H of this code.  
b. Each multiple occupancy building is permitted monument signs as described 

in Section 21.75.180H of this code.  
c. Each multiple building complex is permitted monument signs as described in 

Section 21.75.180H of this code.  
d. A regional shopping center (more than thirty acres in size and more than 

three hundred fifty thousand square feet in gross floor area of buildings) is 
permitted one directory-type sign not exceeding thirty feet in height and three 
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hundred square feet in sign area. Such sign must be located at least twenty 
feet from all property lines and rights-of-way.  

6. Commercial Subdivisions and Business Park District. Each commercial 
subdivision or business park is permitted monument signs as described in 
Section 21.75.180H of this code.  

C. Location. Freestanding signs may be permitted anywhere on the premises except in 
a required side yard or within ten feet of a street right-of-way, or within the sight 
triangle established by the Vision Clearance Ordinance. Monument and low profile 
monument signs can be located adjacent to property lines but not within the sight 
triangle established by the Vision Clearance Ordinance. Directory-type signs meeting 
the dimensional requirements of Section 21.75.180H of this chapter are permitted 
within multiple building complexes such as business parks and governmental centers 
as an aid in client orientation.  

D. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs are permitted only where it can be 
demonstrated that monument signs are not effective due to topography, landscaping 
and/or natural vegetation, building locations/setbacks, adjacent land uses, or other 
physical restraints not created by acts of the property owner. In such cases, such sign 
shall not exceed fifteen feet in height, shall not exceed the size standards of Section 
21.75.180H, and shall be subject to design approval by the county. It shall be 
incumbent upon the owner/operator of such facility to establish the need for such sign 
based upon the above criteria.  

E. Wall Signs. The surface area of any building-mounted sign or canopy-mounted sign 
shall not exceed the figures derived from the following schedule:  

Architectural Building Elevation 
Wall Area 

Maximum Sign Surface Area for that Facade 
(Square Feet) 

  

Below 100  26 

100—199 26 + 11% of facade area over 100  

200—499 38 + 12% of facade area over 200  

500—999  75 + 11% of facade area over 500 

1,000—1,499 131 + 7.5% of facade area over 1,000 

1,500-2,999 169 + 3% of facade area over 1,500 
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Over 3,000 214 + 3% of facade area over 3,000 to a 
maximum of 400  

  
F. Illumination. Illumination, if used, shall be what is known as white or yellow and shall 

not be blinking, fluctuating or moving. Light rays shall shine only upon the sign or 
upon the property within the premises and shall not spill over the property lines, in 
any direction, except by indirect reflection.  

G. Freeway-Oriented Signs. Parcels with significant freeway frontage are permitted 
freeway-oriented signs under the following criteria:  
1. Parcels must have a minimum of one thousand one hundred feet of frontage 

along a freeway. A frontage road or other right-of-way between the parcel and 
the freeway does not disqualify the parcel.  

2. Parcels must have limited or no visibility from the freeway, as determined by the 
County.  

3. Businesses advertised on such signs must not be eligible to be advertised on 
Department of Transportation informational signs (food, fuel, lodging).  

4. Monument signs are the first and preferred option unless, in the judgment of the 
county, they will not provide adequate identification.  

5. Adjacent parcels may combine to meet the minimum freeway frontage 
requirements, providing any such sign is a "directory-type" sign, in which case 
wall signs on the freeway side of buildings on such parcels are not permitted.  

6. For parcels with less than one thousand one hundred feet of freeway frontage 
and limited or no visibility, not located within large commercial complexes and if 
other adjacent parcels within one thousand one hundred feet have freeway 
visibility, a monument sign is permitted.  

7. The design of any sign permitted under this section must be approved by the 
county and be in keeping with the design of structures on the parcel(s).  

8. Any sign permitted under this section must comply with the size and height 
standards in this chapter.  

9. Any sign permitted under this section must be reviewed by the department and 
approved only with a finding that the above criteria are met.  

H. Monument Signs. Monument signs shall be permitted subject to Table 21T-21 and 
the following criteria:  
1. If corner parcel with two arterial street frontages and entrances on both streets 

and multi-building complex, a sign placed at the corner of the property can be a 
two- or three-faced sign;  
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2. If corner parcel with two arterial street frontages and entrances on both streets 
and multi-building complex, regular monument signs are permitted at each 
entrance;  

3. Length of sign structure must be equal or less than one and one-half times height 
of sign structure;  

4. Five feet minimum setback from all property lines. 
I. Low Profile Monument Signs. Low profile monument signs shall be permitted, subject 

to the following criteria:  
1. Low profile monument signs shall not exceed five feet in height as measured from 

the average ground elevation at the base of the sign, provided there is no sight 
obstruction;  

2. The base of low profile monument signs must be at least twice as large (square 
feet) as the sign area;  

3. Sign area shall not exceed thirty square feet; 
4. Low profile monument signs may be placed on both sides of entrances to 

businesses, with a maximum of four signs total;  
5. Monument sign diagram shown on Table 21T-22. 

 
21.75.190 - Variances.  

Variances from provisions of this chapter may be granted by the hearing examiner in 
accordance with Chapter 2.06 of the Thurston County Code.  
 
21.75.200 - Legal nonconforming signs.  

A. Continuance. Any sign existing on the effective date of this title may be continued to 
be in operation and be maintained after the effective date of the ordinance codified in 
this chapter and shall become a legal nonconforming sign provided:  
1. No such sign shall be changed in any manner that increases the noncompliance 

of such sign with the provision of ordinance codified in this chapter established 
for signs in the district in which the sign is located.  

2. The burden of establishing a sign to be legally nonconforming under this section 
rests upon the person or persons, firm or corporation claiming legal status for a 
sign.  

3. "Structural alteration" means any action that changes the height, size, or shape 
of the sign or any action that affects the base or support(s) of the sign. When a 
sign is structurally altered, it ceases to be a legal nonconforming sign and must 
conform with the provisions of this chapter.  
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4. When a business or activity containing a legal nonconforming sign is enlarged or 
remodeled to a value of fifty percent or more of existing value of real property 
improvements, then such sign must be brought into conformity with this chapter.  

B. By Violation of the Chapter. Any violation of this chapter shall terminate immediately 
the right to maintain a nonconforming sign.  

 
21.75.210 - Termination of signs.  

A. By Abandonment. No persons shall maintain or permit to be maintained on any 
premises owned or controlled by him any sign which has been abandoned.  

B. By Destruction, Damage, Obsolescence or Danger. The right to maintain any sign 
shall terminate and shall cease to exist whenever the sign is:  
1. Damaged or destroyed beyond fifty percent. The determination whether a sign is 

damaged or destroyed beyond fifty percent shall rest with the department and 
shall be based upon the actual cost of replacing said sign; and/or  

2. Structurally substandard under any applicable ordinance of the county to the 
extent that the sign becomes a hazard or a danger.  

 
21.75.220 - Department—Appointment—Powers and duties generally.  

The department shall administer the provisions of this code. The department is 
authorized and directed to enforce and carry out all provisions of this code, both in letter 
and spirit, with vigilance and with all due speed. To that end, the department is authorized 
to formulate procedures consistent with the purposes of this code.  
 
21.75.230 - Department—Inspection authority.  

The department is empowered to enter or inspect any building, structure or premises 
in the Lacey UGA upon which, or in connection with which, a sign, as defined by this 
code, is located, for the purpose of inspection of the sign, its structural and electrical 
connections and to insure compliance with the provisions of this code. Such inspections 
shall be carried out during business hours, unless an emergency exists.  
 
21.75.240 - Conflict and severability.  

If any provision of this code is found to be in conflict with any other provision of any 
zoning, building, fire, safety or health ordinance or code of the county, the provision which 
establishes the higher standard shall prevail.  
 
21.75.250 - Violation—Penalty.  
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A. Violation of the provisions of this code or failure to comply with any of its requirements 
shall constitute a misdemeanor and such violation shall be punished as provided by 
the statutes of the state of Washington for the commission of a misdemeanor. Each 
day such violation continues shall be considered a separate offense.  

B. The erector, owner or user of an unlawful sign or the owner of the property on which 
an unlawful sign is located and who maintains such violation may each be found guilty 
of a separate offense and suffer the penalties provided in this section.  

 
21.75.260 - Removal of unlawful or nonconforming signs.  

A. Any unlawful permanent type sign which has not been removed within thirty days 
after conviction of violation may be removed by the county and the costs charged to 
the violator. If removal costs have not been paid and the sign reclaimed within thirty 
days of its removal by the county, the county may sell or otherwise dispose of the 
sign and apply the proceeds toward costs of removal. Any proceeds in excess of 
costs of removal shall be paid to the owner of the sign.  

B. Signs which the department finds upon public streets, sidewalks, right-of-way or other 
public property or which wheresoever located present an immediate and serious 
danger to the public because of their unsafe condition may be immediately removed 
by the department without prior notice.  

C. Nonconforming signs which the department finds are located so as to present an 
immediate and serious danger to the public because of their unsafe condition may be 
immediately removed by the department without prior notice.  

D. Any unlawful temporary or portable type sign located on private property which has 
not been removed after twenty-four hours from notification may be removed by the 
county. The sign may be reclaimed by the owner after payment of the costs of 
removal. If the sign has not been reclaimed within thirty days of its removal by the 
county, the county may sell or otherwise dispose of the sign and apply the proceeds 
toward costs of the removal. Any proceeds in excess of costs of the removal shall be 
paid to the owner of the sign.  

E. Neither the county nor any of its agents shall be liable for any damage to the sign 
when removed under this section.  

 
21.75.280 - Visual quality.  

The department is empowered to prepare graphic materials such as photographs and 
drawings of sign types and styles acceptable to the county, and to disallow proposed 
signs that do not comply with the general types and styles represented by these graphic 
materials. Appeals of such department decisions shall be to the hearing examiner as 
specified in Thurston County Code Chapter 2.06.  

(END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHMENT – C 

Chapter 22.44 - SIGNS  

Sections:  

22.44.010 - Purpose—Applicability.  

A. It is the intent of this chapter to recognize that attractive development and structures 
within the Tumwater UGA will encourage desirable economic development and to 
ensure that signing works to the advantage of all citizens by reasonable control of the 
size, number and location of signs.  

B. It is the intent of these regulations to protect public safety, and to protect the economic 
base, and the right of businesses, civic, philanthropic, educational, and religious 
organizations to properly advertise and to enhance both the overall economy and 
environment of the Tumwater UGA.  

C. This chapter shall not regulate traffic and directional signs installed by a government 
entity; signs not intended to be viewed from and not readable from a public right-of-
way; window merchandise displays; point-of-purchase advertising displays, legal 
notices required by law; barber poles; historic site plaques; gravestones; structures 
intended for a separate use, such as phone booths, Goodwill containers and recycling 
containers; lettering or symbols painted directly on or attached to an operable motor 
vehicle operating in the normal course of business.  

(Ord. 11274 § 2 (part), 1996) 

22.44.015 - Definitions.  

Definitions as used in this chapter, unless additional meaning clearly appears from 
the context, shall have the following meanings: (Definitions of signs in categories that 
describe content remain for context, but are not regulated as such.) 
 

"Advertising vehicle" means any vehicle or trailer placed on a public right-of-way, on 
public property, or on private property, having attached thereto or located thereon any 
sign or advertising device which advertises a product, business or service, or directs 
people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby property or any premises. 
This provision is not to be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm or its principal 
products on a vehicle operated during the normal course of business. Franchised buses 
or taxis are specifically excluded from this definition.  

"Awning" means a rigid shelter that proceeds outward from a building and has a cloth 
or lightweight cover, through which light cannot pass.  

"Awning, illuminated" means a rigid shelter that proceeds outward from a building and 
has a cloth or light weight cover, which is designed to be illuminated from within.  

"Banner" means any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material.  
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"Building-mounted sign" means any sign attached to or erected against the wall of a 
building being parallel or approximately parallel to such wall; and exceeds a distance of 
fifteen inches from such wall.  

"Canopy" means a rigid shelter that proceeds outward from a building and has a rigid 
cover.  

"Corporate flag" means a flag that carries a logo, trademark or corporate seal of a 
company or organization and does not carry another commercial message.  

"Exterior wall" means any wall or element of a wall or any member or group of 
members which defines the exterior boundaries or courts of a building and which has a 
slope of sixty degrees or greater with the horizontal plane.  

"Fascia" means any relatively narrow vertical surface which is projected or 
cantilevered or supported on columns or on an element other than a wall below.  

"Flag" means a piece of cloth, attached to a staff or pole, with distinctive colors, 
patterns or symbolic devices, used as a symbol for a government, corporation, or other 
organization.  

"Freestanding sign" means any sign which is supported by one or more uprights, 
poles or braces in or upon the ground.  

"Hours-of-operation" means the actual hours when the building is open for business 
or in preparation of opening or closing.  

"Industrial park" means a multiple building complex.  
Diagram 22.44.015  

Walls and Roofs  
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"Inflatable signs" means balloons or other gas-filled figures. For purposes of this 
section, inflatable signs shall be treated as temporary signs.  

"Mansard roof" means a roof or roof-like facade with a slope of sixty degrees or more 
from the horizontal and architecturally able to be treated as a building wall.  
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"Monument sign" means a freestanding sign not more than six feet in height, which 
is attached to the ground by means of a wide base of solid appearance.  

"Multiple building complex" means a group of two or more commercial or industrial 
structures sharing a common development plan.  

"Multiple tenant building" means a single structure housing two or more commercial 
or industrial businesses which share the same lot, access and/or parking facilities.  

"Off-premises sign" means any sign used for the purpose of identifying or directing 
attention to a business, product or service not located on the lot where such sign is 
displayed.  

"Parapet wall" means that part of any wall entirely above the roofline.  
"Pennants" means any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not 

containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, string, or other device, 
usually in series, designed to move in the wind.  

"Point-of-purchase sign" means any exterior sign that suggests a specific product or 
service being available for purchase.  

"Public facade" means any side of a commercial building having a doorway open for 
regular ingress and egress by customers. For purposes of determining sign size 
allowances on multiple tenant facilities having individual entrances for businesses, the 
"public facade" of a particular business means that portion of the total public facade upon 
which the business has frontage.  

"Ribbons" has the same meaning as pennants.  
"Roofline" means where a wall meets the roof.  
"Shopping center" means multiple building complex.  
"Sign" means any visual communication device, structure or fixture that is intended 

to aid an establishment in identification and to advertise and/or promote a business, 
service, activity or interest. A sign shall not be considered to be a building or structural 
design, but shall be restricted solely to graphics, symbols or written copy that is meant to 
be used in the aforementioned way set forth in this section.  

"Sign structure" means any structure which supports or is capable of supporting any 
sign defined in this code.  

"Streamers" has the same meaning as pennants.  
"Temporary sign" means any sign, banner, pennant, valance, or advertising display 

constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wall board or other light materials, 
with or without frames, intended to be displayed for a limited period of time only.  

"Valance" means the leading edge or vertical surface of an awning or canopy.  
"Wall sign" means any sign attached to or painted directly on a wall, or erected against 

a wall of a building being parallel or approximately parallel to such wall; and does not 
exceed a distance of fifteen inches from such wall.  
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22.44.020 - Compliance required.  

No sign shall be permitted in the Tumwater UGA unless it conforms to the provisions 
of this chapter.  
 
22.44.030 - Off-premises signs.  

This chapter prohibits off-premises signs except as provided in TCC Section 
22.56.170.  
 
22.44.040 - Height regulations—Front or side yard setback area.  

Signs located within the front or side yard setback area shall comply with fence height 
regulations as outlined in Section 22.46.030. Multiple tenant building and multiple building 
complex identification signs are exempted from these requirements as provided in 
Section 22.44.155A of this code. Signs located within the front or side yard setback areas 
shall not be higher than forty-two inches in height except as otherwise exempted in 
Section 22.44.155A.  
 
22.44.050 - Permit—Required.  

A. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated without a sign permit issued by the 
county, except where only the actual sign face or wording is changed, to include the 
change in business occupancy, repainted, cleaned, repaired or maintained without 
structural or size alterations. The signs listed in TCC Section 22.44.070 under exempt 
signs are exempt from the requirements of this subsection.  

B. State electrical permits shall be obtained for all electric signs. 
C. No permit for any sign shall be issued unless the sign complies with all requirements 

of this chapter and applicable regulations of the Uniform Building Code.  
 
22.44.060 - Permit—Application.  

The application for a sign permit shall be filed with the county on forms furnished by 
the county. The application shall contain the location of the sign structure, the name and 
address of the sign owner and of the sign erector, drawings or photographs showing the 
design and location of the sign, and such other pertinent information as deemed 
necessary by the administrative official to ensure compliance with the ordinances of the 
county. A sign permit fee and a plans examination fee shall be paid in accordance with 
the county's adopted Uniform Building Code based on the value of construction.  
 
22.44.065 - Noncommercial Signs.  
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Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, noncommercial signs shall meet the 
following requirements:  

A. Temporary Noncommercial Signs. 
1. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 22.42.050 and .060.  
2. Such signs shall not require a sign permit if less than six square feet in sign 

surface area and less than forty-eight inches in height.  
3. In residential zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per street frontage, 

not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, placed wholly on private 
property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  

4. In commercial and industrial zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per 
street frontage not to exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area per side, placed 
wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  
 

B. Permanent Noncommercial Signs. 
1. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 22.42.050 and .060.  
2. Such signs shall require a sign permit. 
3. If located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, such signs 

shall meet the size and location requirements of the underlying zoning district 
for commercial signs.  

4. If not located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 
permanent noncommercial signs shall meet the size, height and location 
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs.  (Content neutral sign 
standard distinguished from commercial signage, and Intended to 
capture content oriented temporary, exempt, and movable signs.) 

 
22.44.070 - Exemptions.   

The following signs shall be permitted anywhere within the Tumwater UGA and are 
exempt from the permit requirements of this chapter, and shall not be included in the 
computation of sign size area for regulated signs. This shall not be construed as relieving 
the owner of the sign from the responsibility of its erection and maintenance and its 
compliance with any other applicable law or ordinance. Exempt signs are:  

A. Construction Ssigns which identify the future use of a site, architects, engineers, 
contractors, financial institutions, and other individuals or firms involved with the 
owner interest on sites under construction of a project, and that have obtained a 
building permit, but not including advertisement of any products, during the 
construction period, and up to thirty days after an occupancy permit has been 
issued, to a maximum area of thirty-two square feet per surface with a total of 
sixty-four square feet, per user, not to exceed four signs per project;  

B. Signs pertaining to the sale, lease or rental of developed residential property or 
buildings up to eight square feet in area, limited to one sign per street frontage;  

C. Signs advertising undeveloped residential property for sale, or the sale, lease or 
rental of commercial or industrial property of buildings up to thirty-two square feet 
in sign area;  
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D. Names of buildings, commemorative tablets and the like when carved into stone, 
concrete or similar material, or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent-
type construction, made an integral part of the structure, and projecting no more 
than two inches from the wall; 

E. Signs directing traffic movement or parking into a premises or within a premises, 
not exceeding four square feet in area, and between three and five feet in height 
for each sign. Such sign may include an identification logo, but no wording except 
as related to directions;  

F. Signs not exceeding four square feet in area, attached flat against a building, 
stationary and not lighted, announcing only the names or occupation of the 
building tenant provided that not more than one such sign shall be allowed on 
any face of a building; 

G. Governmental or corporate flags with a total area of thirty square feet or less, 
which are flown from a permanent pole or standard in conjunction with the 
national flag of the United States in conformance with United States Public Law 
93-344;  

H. Signs which are within a ball park or other similar public or nonprofit recreational 
facility and are intended to be primarily viewed from within that facility;  

I. Seasonal displays and decorations not advertising a product, service or 
entertainment;  

J. Signs warning the public against hunting, fishing, trespassing, dangerous 
conditions, animals, swimming, or the like; 

K. Official notices or advertisements posted or displayed by or under the direction 
of any public or court officer in the performance of his official or directed duties;  

L. Political campaign signs advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective 
office, or a political party, or a sign urging a particular vote on a public issue 
decided by ballot may be erected on any privately owned lot or parcel, excluding 
right-of-way. Each sign shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. 
For a successful candidate in a primary election, the sign may remain until the 
final election but shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. The 
candidate or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its 
removal and subject to the penalties as provided in this title; (Removed for 
identifying content and/or category.  See noncommercial sign provision, 
sec. 22.44.065) 

 
M. Protest or picket signs;  (Removed for identifying content and/or category.  

See noncommercial sign provision, sec. 22.44.065) 
 
N. Any special event signs or displays such as search lights, pennants, streamers, 

ribbons, air-filled figures or gas-filled figures, subject to the following restrictions: 
1. Such displays shall conform to the height restrictions for permitted signs, and 
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2. Such displays shall be allowed for a period of time not to exceed fourteen 
days in any calendar year; and  

O. Signs up to four square feet which show the meeting location for a service club 
or fraternal organization.  (Removed for identifying content and/or category.  
See noncommercial sign provision, sec. 22.44.065) 

 
22.44.075 - Conditional exemptions.  

Except to the extent that permits may be required under the Uniform Building Code 
the following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this chapter, but they shall 
be included in the computation of sign size area for regulated signs:  

A. Any temporary sign, banner, or point-of-purchase sign intended to be displayed 
for a limited period of time;  

B. Signs flush-mounted or painted directly on the wall of a building, or erected 
against the wall of a building parallel or approximately parallel to the wall and not 
extending further than fifteen inches from the wall; and  

C. Product dispensers.  
  
22.44.080 - Prohibited signs.   

The following signs are prohibited:  
A. Signs which are of a size, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of 

illumination which may be confused with or construed as a traffic-control device 
or which hides from view any traffic or street sign or signal, or which obstructs the 
view in any direction at a street or road intersection;  

B. Signs which purport to be, or are, an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic 
sign or signal, and which bear the words, "stop," "caution," "danger," "warning," 
or similar words;  

C. Signs which contain or consist of spinners, strings of light bulbs, blinking or 
fluctuating lights, or other similar or moving devices, except public service signs, 
or changing message center signs which show time and temperature only;  

D. Signs which are pasted or attached to utility poles, trees, other signs, rocks, or 
other natural features;  

E. Any sign which is not permanently anchored or affixed to the ground, structure or 
building, and which does not permanently identify or contain the name of the 
service or business on whose property the sign is located, excepting signs which 
also serve as a point-of-purchase sign, but including any sign displayed on an 
abandoned vehicle or trailer. This regulation shall not be deemed to prohibit 
advertising on moving vehicles on public streets, unless such advertising is 
located on an advertising vehicle;  
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F. Signs erected upon, against or directly above the roof or on top of or above the 
parapet of a building, or located on any portion of a parapet which is located more 
than twenty-four inches higher than the main roofline of a building. For the 
purposes of this section, the face of a mansard roof or fascia shall not be 
considered to be a part of the roof;  

G. Signs which are not the primary use of the land on which they are located, except 
those allowed under this chapter, except also those allowed by special use 
permit;  

H. Any sign or illumination that causes any direct glare into or upon any building 
other than the building to which the sign may be related;  

I. Signs, except those of an official nature, which are located upon or projecting 
over public streets, sidewalks or rights-of-way;  

J. Signs which are attached to fences, except those signs erected in conformance 
with TCC Section 22.44.070H; and  

K. Freestanding signs which are greater than thirty feet in height.   
 
22.44.090 - Existing signs.   

Any existing sign may continue to be in operation and be maintained after the 
effective date of this ordinance and shall be a legal nonconforming sign provided:  

A. The burden of establishing a sign to be legally nonconforming under this section 
rests upon the person or persons, firm or corporation claiming legal status for a 
sign;  

B. A nonconforming sign may not be structurally altered or relocated. However, if 
such alteration or relocation is required as a result of government action, then 
said action is exempt.  

C. A nonconforming sign will cease to be a legal nonconforming sign if a structural 
alteration or relocation increases its nonconforming status. An increase in 
nonconforming status will be construed to be a violation of this chapter and such 
sign will be subject to removal as provided in this chapter and Chapter 22.54. 
Changes in the sign face wording of a nonconforming sign shall not be deemed 
an alteration under this section.  

D. A nonconforming sign will cease to be a legal nonconforming sign if 
improvements are made to the property on which the sign is located amounting 
to twenty-five percent or greater of the assessed valuation of the property within 
any twelve-month period. Improvements to single-family dwellings shall be 
exempt from this requirement. Improvements made to any residential structure 
due to fire, earthquake or storm damage, or other natural disasters shall be 
exempt from this requirement.  

 
22.44.100 - Inspection.  
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Signs may be inspected periodically by the administrative official for compliance with 
this and other codes of the municipality.  
 
22.44.110 - Maintenance.  

All signs and components thereof shall be kept in good repair and in a safe, neat, 
clean and attractive condition. This section shall be subject to the enforcement and 
removal provisions contained in TCC Section 22.44.120.  
 
22.44.120 - Removal.  

A. If any permanent sign shall be unlawfully installed, erected or maintained in violation 
of any provisions of this section, the owner or the person or firm maintaining same 
shall, upon written notice by the administrative official, make such sign conform to the 
provisions of this chapter, or shall remove it within thirty days. Such party shall only 
be authorized to exercise the appeal rights set forth in Chapter 22.62 after application 
has been made and permit fees paid, if applicable; provided, the thirty-day appeal 
period shall commence upon the date of notice, whether a permit was applied for or 
not.  

B. If any temporary sign shall be unlawfully installed, erected or maintained in violation 
of any provisions of this section, the owner or the person or firm maintaining same 
shall, upon written notice by the administrative official, make such sign conform to the 
provisions of this chapter, or shall remove it within forty-eight hours. Administrative 
review shall not be authorized for interpretations regarding temporary signs. In the 
event compliance is not obtained, enforcement action including the imposition of 
penalties shall be brought by the prosecuting attorney.  

C. If any order of the administrative official, as set forth in subsection A or B, above, is 
not complied with, the administrative official may cause such sign to be removed at 
the expense of the owner or lessee.  

D. Signs which the administrative official finds upon public streets, sidewalks, rights-of-
way, or other public property may be immediately removed by the administrative 
official without prior notice. Hazardous signs shall be removed in accordance with the 
Uniform Building Code.  

 
22.44.130 - Area measurements.  

A. The sign area of a freestanding sign is the entire background of a sign upon which a 
message could be placed, counting all faces including the frame but not other 
supporting structure unless such supporting structure conveys a message. Of the 
total area of freestanding sign, not more than fifty percent may be on one face. Refer 
to Diagram 22.44.130.  

B. Unless otherwise clearly shown by a frame or border, the sign area of a wall-mounted 
sign is measured by the smallest regularly-shaped figure or contiguous figures which 
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may be drawn around the message shown. Examples are set forth in Diagram 
22.44.130.  

C. Structures requiring separate building permits for architectural and identifications for 
access entrance to long plat housing projects, commercial parks, industrial parks 
(none of which are parks only), shall be considered buildings.  

Diagram 22.44.130 Sign Area Measurement  
Pole Sign Examples are Based on a Total Allowable Area of Two Hundred Square Feet  

(Find Figure 22.44.130) 
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22.44.140 - Residential zone districts.  

The following regulations shall apply to all residential zone districts (RSR, 
residential/sensitive resource; SFL, single-family low density residential; SFM, single-
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family medium density residential; MFM, multifamily medium density residential; MFH, 
multifamily high density residential):  

A. A sign not to exceed six square feet may be permitted to identify the occupant, 
permitted home occupation and address;  

B. One thirty-two-square-foot monument sign may be permitted for each street 
frontage to identify the name of the residential development or multiple-unit 
residential building of eight units or more;  

C. Any sign located within the front or side yard area shall comply with fence height 
regulations, as outlined in Chapter 22.46;  

D. One sign having a total of twelve square feet may be permitted to identify each 
nonresidential use, except home occupations which are limited by subsection A 
of this section; and  

E. In all residential zone districts, the height of any freestanding sign shall not 
exceed six feet.  

 
22.44.150 - Commercial and industrial zone districts.   

A. The following general regulations shall apply to the following zone districts: NC, 
neighborhood commercial; CD, commercial development; MU, mixed use; GC, 
general commercial; LI, light industrial; HI, heavy industrial; and BP, business park:  
1. Any sign located within the front yard area shall comply with fence height 

regulations, as outlined in Chapter 22.46;  
2. Signs shall be located at least two feet from the curb line or a service drive or 

travel lane;  
3. All building-mounted signs shall be flush against the building and shall not project 

above the roof line; 
4. No freestanding sign shall be permitted to be higher than the principal building 

on the lot; provided, that no sign shall be higher than thirty feet, and provided also 
that the height of any freestanding sign shall be limited to the heights set forth 
within each zoning district.  

B. Signs in the NC, neighborhood commercial zone district, shall be limited to a total of 
eighty square feet on all faces of all permanent freestanding signs, provided that no 
one sign face is larger than fifty percent of the total allowable sign area. Wall and 
building mounted signs shall be limited to an area not to exceed twenty percent of the 
public facade, provided that the total area of signs on an individual public facade or 
other wall of a building does not exceed fifty percent of the sign area allowed for 
freestanding signs. Twenty-five square feet shall be allowed for temporary signs; 
however, the temporary sign allowance shall be included in the signage amounts 
allowed for permanent signs. No freestanding sign shall be higher than ten feet.  

C. Signs in the MU, mixed use; GC, general commercial; CD, commercial development; 
LI, light industrial; and HI, heavy industrial zone districts, shall be limited to a total of 
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two hundred square feet on all faces of all permanent freestanding signs; provided, 
that no one sign face is larger than fifty percent of the total allowable sign area. Wall 
and building mounted signs shall be limited to an area not to exceed twenty percent 
of the public facade, provided that the total area of signs on an individual public 
facade or other wall of a building does not exceed fifty percent of the sign area allowed 
for freestanding signs. Seventy-five square feet shall be allowed for temporary signs; 
however, the temporary sign allowance shall be included in the signage amounts 
allowed for permanent signs. No freestanding sign shall be higher than thirty feet.  

D. Illuminated awnings may be used in place of building-mounted signs in any 
commercial or industrial zone district, subject to the following restrictions:  
1. Illuminated awnings shall not cover more than thirty-three percent of the face of 

any building;  
2. Illuminated awnings shall not be placed higher than the first story of any building; 

and  
3. Illuminated awnings shall conform to the hours of illumination set forth in Section 

22.44.170D.  

Figure 22.44.150  

Commercial/Industrial Sign Size Allowances  

Zoning 
District 

Freestanding and 
Building Mounted 

Signs (square feet) 
(See Note 1) 

(permit required) 

Wall Signs (no 
permit required) 

Temporary 
Signs 

(square feet) 

Sign 
Height 
(See 

Note 2) 
(feet) 

Monument 
Sign 

NC* 80 

No greater than 
twenty percent/side 

of building (also 
including temporary 
signs) (See Note 3) 

For illuminated 
awnings (See Note 

4)  

25 10 optional 

MU 200 75 30 optional 

HI 200 75 30 optional 

LI 200 75 30 optional 

GC 200 75 30 optional 

CD 200 75 30 optional 

GB 32 N/A 6 required 
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OS 32 N/A 6 required 

Notes:  

1.  May not exceed fifty percent of maximum allowance per sign face (Section 
22.44.150).  

2.  The height of any freestanding sign may not exceed the height of the principal 
building.  

3.  The temporary sign allowance is included in the amount of signage allowed for 
permanent, nonpermitted (exempt) signs.  

4.  Illuminated awnings may be allowed in place of wall signs. See Section 
22.44.150D.  

5.  Signs on awnings are included in Column 2, even though permits may be 
required.  

6.  Product dispensers (vending machines) are included in the maximum amount 
allowed for freestanding signs. 

NC Neighborhood commercial  

MU Mixed Use  

HI Heavy industrial  

LI Light industrial  

GC General commercial  

CD Commercial development  

GB Greenbelt  

OS Open space  

* Illuminated signs are restricted in this zone: See Section 22.44.170D.  

22.44.155 - Multiple building complexes and multiple tenant buildings.  

The following regulations shall apply to all freestanding signs located within multiple 
building complexes, or intended to serve multiple tenant buildings. Any wall signs for such 
complexes or buildings shall conform to the sign size restrictions set forth in Section 
22.44.150. 

A. One freestanding sign for a multiple building complex or a multiple tenant building 
may be located within yard setback areas, provided that it is part of an overall 
landscaping plan and it is not determined by the county to create a sight distance 
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hazard. Any such sign in a yard setback area may exceed the height limits set 
forth in Section 22.44.040, but it must conform to all other height restrictions in 
the underlying zone district.  

B. Any freestanding sign for a multiple building complex or multiple tenant building 
located outside yard setback areas may exceed the maximum freestanding sign 
size restrictions set forth in Section 22.44.150 by thirty-five percent, provided that 
the sign is a part of a consistent signage plan for the entire site.  

C. For multiple building complexes or multiple tenant buildings having more than fifty 
thousand square feet of floor area, monument signs not exceeding forty percent 
of the size of the principal freestanding sign may be located at any other site 
entrance intended for use by the general public. These monument signs are 
permitted in addition to the freestanding sign allowed in Section 22.44.155A, and 
shall not be included in the overall sign size computation for the development.  

 
22.44.160 - Greenbelt and open space zone districts.  

The following regulations shall apply to the GB, greenbelt, and OS, open space zone 
districts:  

A. One thirty-two-square-foot monument sign may be permitted for each street 
frontage to identify the name of the development or building;  

B. Any sign located within the front yard shall comply with fence height regulations, 
as outlined in Section 22.46.030, relating to residential zones; and  

C. All signs other than those regulated by subsection A of this section shall be limited 
to a total of twelve square feet on all faces of all signs.  

 
22.44.170 - Exterior lighting.  

The use of exterior lighting shall be subject to the following regulations:  
A. In conjunction with any commercial use, an exterior light source shall not be 

located above the building height of the nearest commercial building to which the 
light pertains;  

B. Light which either prevents or tends to prevent proper interpretation of traffic-
control lighting or signs shall not be permitted;  

C. Signs may be illuminated except that such illumination shall not blink, fluctuate or 
move. Light rays shall directly shine only upon the sign or upon the property within 
the premises;  

D. In the NC, neighborhood commercial zone district and the MU, mixed use zone 
district, signs may be illuminated during the actual hours of operation of the 
business, or until ten p.m., whichever is later.  

 
(END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: application 
standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHMENT – D 

Chapter 23.42 - SIGNS  

Sections:  
 

23.42.020 - Purpose.  

It is the purpose of this chapter to safeguard the life, health and welfare of the citizens 
of the Olympia UGA by regulating and controlling the design, quality of materials, 
construction, location, use, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign 
structures. The intent of the standards set forth below is to: (A) encourage the design of 
signs that attract and invite the public's attention; (B) promote the enhancement of 
business properties and their neighborhoods through the erection of signs 
complementary with their buildings and uses and harmonious with their surroundings; (C) 
to protect the public's interest and safety; and (D) to protect the right of business to identify 
its premises and advertise products on the premises through the use of signs. This 
chapter shall not regulate building design, official directional signs, traffic signs, copy of 
signs (except as provided in Section 23.42.120Q5), design of signs, signs not intended 
to be viewed from a public right-of-way, window displays, point of purchase advertising 
displays such as product dispensers and candy machines, national flags, flags of political 
subdivisions, gravestones, holiday decorations, historical site plaques or other such signs 
of a noncommercial nature.  
 

23.42.040 - Applicability.  

No signs shall be erected or maintained in any land use district established by this 
code, except those signs specifically identified in this chapter. The number and size of 
signs as outlined in this chapter are intended to be maximum standards.  
 

23.42.060 - General sign regulations.  

A. Design Review of Signs. 
1. In applying the design criteria set forth above, or the design guidelines, the 

department may deny or further restrict signs otherwise authorized or regulated 
in other sections of this chapter. It is intended that the general provisions of this 
chapter are subordinate to the design criteria and design guidelines, if the criteria 
and guidelines are more restrictive.  

2. The appeal procedures set out in TCC Section 23.50.140 for signs subject to 
design review shall apply.  

B. Enforcement and Removal. The department may order the removal of any sign 
erected or maintained in violation of these standards. The department shall give thirty 
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days’ notice in writing to the owner of the sign, or, if the sign owner cannot be located, 
to the owner of the property upon which the sign is erected. If the sign or property 
owner has not removed or corrected the sign within the thirty-day period, the 
department may order the removal of the sign and charge for removal shall become 
a lien on the property. If the department finds that any sign is in violation of these 
standards to the extent that it presents an immediate and serious danger to the public, 
the department may order its immediate removal. (See nonconforming signs, Section 
23.42.140.) 

C. Fees. A sign permit fee shall be paid as established by an ordinance adopted by the 
board of county commissioners.  

D. Maximum Height. The maximum allowable height for all signs shall be thirty-five feet 
from ground level to sign top unless further restricted by individual use districts, 
design review criteria or guidelines, exceptions that, on buildings that are over thirty-
five feet in height, flush- mounted signs only, may be located more than thirty-five feet 
above ground level.  

E. New Signs, Repairs, Alterations, Abandoned Signs. 
1. No new sign shall be erected nor any existing sign structurally altered, that is not 

in compliance with these standards, the provisions of the use district in which it 
is located and any other pertinent federal, state or local regulations.  

2. All signs shall be kept in good repair and shall be maintained in a safe, neat, 
clean and attractive condition.  

3. Abandoned and out-of-date signs shall be removed. See "Nonconforming Signs." 
4. No sign shall be erected or maintained in such a manner that any portion of its 

surface or supports will interfere in any way with the free use of any fire escape, 
exit or standpipe. No sign shall be erected or maintained so as to obstruct any 
window so that light or ventilation is reduced below minimum standards required 
by an applicable law or the Uniform Building Code.  

5. Signs shall not interfere, confuse or conflict with the recognition and visibility of 
any traffic control or directional devices or street name signs, nor shall any sign 
be so placed as to cause visual obstruction of any public right-of-way.  

F. No Permit Required. The following signs do not require a permit: 
1. Signs erected by government agencies to implement public policy;  
2. Real estate signs subject to the requirements of Section 23.42.1200; 
3. On-premise occupant name plates not exceeding three square feet in area;  
4. Changing of advertising on a legal changeable copy sign; 
5. On-premise contractor job sSigns on sites actively under construction not 

exceeding thirty-six square feet in area, and do not actively sell products; 
(Contractor signs advertising services would fall in this category.  Real 
estate signs would also be allowed in this category.) 
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6. Temporary signs less than six square feet in sign surface area on private property 
and installed less than forty-two inches above ground.  

G. Nonconforming Signs. Except as otherwise provided, any sign which is 
nonconforming shall not be structurally altered without being brought into compliance 
with the requirements of this title. See definition of signs, abandoned.   

H. Permit Application. A permit shall be obtained from the department for the installation 
of a new sign or the structural alteration of an existing sign.  
1. Application for a sign permit shall be made in writing upon forms provided by the 

department. Structural detail, all dimensions, materials, illumination and 
advertising copy must be included.  

2. A plot plan showing property lines, all abutting public right-of-way, buildings and 
other structures on the property, existing signs and proposed sign locations, shall 
be included with the application.  

3. For larger signs or unusual installation conditions, additional engineering 
information and/or structural detail stamped by a structural engineer registered in 
the state of Washington may be required.  

4. No sign permit shall be issued for an enterprise using nonconforming signs in the 
Olympia UGA unless the user or owner brings said signs into conformance or 
removes them.  

I. Signs and Street Graphics Criteria. 
a. Signs shall be designed to be harmonious with building design and appropriate 

to the activity occurring on the site.  
2. Signs and graphics shall complement or enhance the visual character of the land 

use zone in which they are located.  
3. The scale of a sign shall be in proportion to the building and site. 
4. The number of signs shall be minimized, and the graphic design shall be reviewed 

in order to avoid visual clutter.  
5. Design elements, such as the size, shape, materials, lighting, color, lettering style 

shall be harmonious. The use of easily recognized symbols is encouraged.  
6. Sign area is computed per side. 

J. Structural Requirements. The structure and erection of signs within the Olympia UGA 
shall be governed by the Uniform Building Code, 1994 Edition (or any subsequent 
edition adopted by the County).   

 

23.42.080 - Prohibited signs.  

The following types of signs are prohibited:  
A. Animated signs. Exception: traditional barber signs; 
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B. Portable signs. Exception: sidewalk or sandwich board signs; 
C. Signs advertising products not sold on premises; (but there is a variance under  
D. Any sign over forty-two inches high in a required yard setback; 
E. No sign shall be in or over public right-of-way with the exception of projecting 

signs, sidewalk or sandwich board signs, political signs, or those legally mounted 
on a marquee;  

F. Off-premises commercial directional signs. Exceptions: A variance for an off-
premises commercial directional sign may be justified if all of the following can 
be found to apply:  
1. The use applying for the variance caters to the tourist through the on-premise 

provision of food, lodging or recreation.  
2. The use is located at least one city block from a major arterial (as designated 

by the county).  
3. Such signs shall be directional in nature only (no advertising other than 

location allowed).  
4. No more than two such signs for each occupancy shall be approved. 
5. The total area for a sign shall be a maximum of fifty square feet, but shall not 

exceed the allowable area in the respective use district.  
6. Such a sign shall meet all other applicable provisions of these standards; 

G. Outdoor advertising signs. 
 

23.42.100 - District regulations.  

A. General Commercial District. 
1. The minimum setback for signs in the general commercial district shall be the 

same as provided for buildings; except: The front yard setback shall be a 
minimum of five feet if abutting a principal arterial (major arterial) with a right-of-
way of eighty feet or less, provided that:  
a. The sign owner agrees to assume all expenses of relocating the sign when 

and if the county acquires additional right-of-way; and  
b. The sign owner provides the county with an appropriate legal document 

binding the owner and any future heirs or assigns to such agreement.  
B. Medical Service (MS), Professional Office/Residential Multifamily (PO/RM); 

1. Signs shall be indirectly lighted only (backlit), provided that flush-mounted signs 
may be back lit or lit from inside the sign.  

2. Each use within a multiple occupancy building shall be permitted either one of 
the following: one twenty-four square foot flush-mounted sign or one twenty-four 
square foot sign per street frontage.  
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3. Signs for apartment buildings shall not exceed sixteen square feet in sign surface 
area.  

4. Signs shall be flush-mounted or ground signs only. 
5. Exceptions. 

a. Commercial parking lots may be allowed one pole sign per street frontage, 
but in no case shall there be more than two pole signs. Each sign may have 
a maximum of twenty-four square feet of sign surface area if they have more 
than one face. Single-faced pole signs may have a maximum of twelve 
square feet surface area. Maximum height is twenty feet.  

b. Hotels, motels, restaurants, nightclubs, taverns and lounges may have one 
pole sign per street frontage not to exceed fifty square feet of sign surface 
area if they have more than one face. Single-faced pole signs may have a 
maximum of twenty-five square feet of sign surface area. Maximum height 
permitted is twenty feet;  

C. Multifamily (RM-18). 
1. Signs shall be flush-mounted only; however, ground mounted signs no more than 

forty-two inches from ground level to sign top are permitted,  
2. Signs shall be indirectly lighted (backlit) only, 
3. Signs shall not exceed sixteen square feet in sign surface area, 
4. There shall be only one sign, provided that two signs are permitted where there 

are entrances off two public rights-of-way,  
5. See design guidelines, Section 23.04A.170;  

D. Neighborhood Retail (NR) District. 
1. Pole signs are prohibited. 
2. Other accessory signs shall be located on the premises with the use they are 

identifying. 
3. No sign shall protrude more than two feet into any required yard, nor shall the top 

of the sign protrude above the top of the building.  
4. The aggregate gross area of all permanent exterior signs for any one use shall 

not exceed a ratio of one and one-half square feet of area to one lineal foot of 
principal street frontage occupied by such use, and in no case shall a sign be 
larger than one hundred square feet.  

5. Signs may be illuminated, provided they are not flashing, animated or unusually 
bright or glaring.  

E. R-4, R 4—8, R 6—12, MR 7—13, MR 10—18 Districts. 
1. Signs shall be flush-mounted or ground signs only. 
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2. There shall be only one sign per parcel, unless otherwise provided for in this 
code. 

3. Signs shall be indirectly lighted (backlit) only. 
4. Signs shall not exceed two square feet in sign surface area, except as provided 

in Section 23.42.120P.  
5. See design guidelines, Section 23.04A.170, Multifamily—Signs.  

 

23.42.120 - Permitted signs.  

(Note: The following provisions apply throughout the Olympia UGA unless modified 
by zone district restrictions.)  

A. Awning Signs. Any sign on awnings is limited to business name, logo, and 
address only. Awning signs shall be considered wall signs for purposes of this 
chapter. Awning signs may not be backlit, except that area containing a sign band 
(sign letters and/or logo). All awnings which are illuminated must meet state 
energy code requirements.  

B. Commercial Parking Lots. Commercial parking lots may be allowed one flush-
mounted or pole sign per street frontage, each sign not exceeding twenty-four 
square feet in sign surface area.  

C. Development Signs (Commercial). A sign not exceeding fifty square feet in sign 
surface area and not over forty-two inches in height and located at the entry to 
the development (one per entry). The sign will be allowed to have the name of 
the business within the development plus a directory of the business within the 
development. The business names shall be limited to one-tenth of the total sign 
size and shall be small enough to allow all present and future businesses to be 
installed or none shall be installed. The total directory shall not exceed sixty 
percent of the total sign surface area.  

D. Development Signs (Residential). A sign not exceeding fifty square feet in sign 
surface area not over forty-two inches in height and located at the entry to the 
development (one per entry). The sign will be allowed to have the name of the 
development only.  

E. Directional Signs. Directional signs or informational signs of a public or quasi-
public nature not exceeding sixteen square feet in sign surface area may be 
erected or maintained by an official or civic body.  

F. Driveway Entrances. Driveway entrance/exit signs are allowed a maximum area 
four square feet. No advertising permitted. Maximum forty-two inches above 
grade.  

G. Entrance Signs. Entrance signs shall be flush-mounted and shall be installed in 
accordance with the following standards:  
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1. Individual uses within a shopping center which do not have a marquee may 
have one entrance sign over each exterior entrance, not to exceed six square 
feet in area. Exception: If the floor area for the use exceeds twenty thousand 
square feet, a shopping center may have one additional entrance sign per 
exterior entrance with a maximum sign surface less than thirty-two square 
feet.  

2. In a single building situation such as a hotel with a dining room, coffee shop, 
barber shop, etc., each business use shall be allowed one entrance sign not 
exceeding ten square feet in area in addition to the signs allowed at the hotel 
as a whole.  

3. Individual uses without a marquee may have one additional entrance sign 
over each exterior entrance not exceeding six square feet in area.  

H. Flush-Mounted Signs. Flush-mounted signs shall be installed in accordance with 
the following standards:  
1. Individual businesses within a shopping center may have one flush-mounted 

sign per exterior entrance.  
2. Signs shall not project more than twelve inches away from the wall to which 

they are attached nor extend beyond either end of such wall, or above the 
roof line.  

3. Flush-mounted signs shall not exceed one square foot of sign surface area 
per one foot of length of the wall on which it is mounted, or two hundred 
square feet, whichever is less.  

4. Each individual use having frontage or exposure to a street, court or other 
public way (not including alleys) may have one flush-mounted sign for each 
frontage or exposure.  

I. Ground Signs. Ground signs shall be installed in accordance with the following 
standards: 
1. Uses Permitted Ground Signs. Any use not located within a shopping center 

may install a ground sign in lieu of a permitted pole or flush-mounted sign.  
2. Ground signs shall not be more than forty-two inches from grade to the top 

of the sign.  
J. Marquee Signs. Marquee signs shall be installed in accordance with the following 

standards: 
1. Any individual use with a marquee may have one marquee sign per exterior 

entrance. 
2. Individual users within a shopping center may have one additional marquee 

sign per exterior entrance in addition to the flush-mounted sign subject to the 
following requirements:  
a. The floor area for the use exceeds twenty thousand square feet. 
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b. The maximum sign surface area does not exceed thirty-two square feet. 
3. Marquee signs shall be located under the marquee, or on the top or on any 

face of the marquee.  
4. The vertical measurement of the sign shall not exceed twelve inches. 
5. If located under the marquee, the sign shall not have less than an eight-foot 

minimum clearance nor exceed four feet in length.  
6. If located on the top of the marquee, the sign shall be parallel to the plane of 

the wall to which the marquee is attached.  
7. No portion of the sign may project out beyond the marquee. 
8. Marquee signs are exempt from the aggregate sign surface area 

requirements. 
K. Noncommercial Signs. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, noncommercial 

signs shall meet the following requirements:  
1. Temporary Noncommercial Signs. 

a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 23.42.060.  
b. Such signs shall not require a sign permit if less than six square feet in 

sign surface area and less than forty-two inches in height.  
c. In residential zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per street 

frontage, not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, placed 
wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  

d. In commercial and industrial zones, such signs shall be limited to one 
sign per street frontage not to exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area 
per side, placed wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of 
eight feet.  

2. Permanent Noncommercial Signs. 
a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 23.42.060.  
b. Such signs shall require a sign permit. 
c. If located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 

such signs shall meet the size and location requirements of the 
underlying zoning district for commercial signs.  

d. If not located on the premises of the business or residence or the owner, 
permanent noncommercial signs shall meet the size, height and location 
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs.  

 
L. Pole Signs. Pole-mounted signs shall be installed in accordance with the 

following standards:  
1. Single occupancy buildings are allowed one pole sign. 
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2. The use may have one-pole sign per frontage street, but in no case shall 
there be more than two-pole signs. Exception: Service stations may have one 
pole sign only.  

3. The maximum height of pole signs shall be thirty-five feet unless restricted 
by individual use districts.  

4. Pole signs shall not exceed two and one-half square feet in sign surface area 
per one foot of maximum lot length, or two hundred square feet, whichever 
is less (noting any restrictions of individual use districts).  

5. Pole signs erected after passage of these standards shall be placed in a 
planter box, or otherwise landscaped, with the area of the landscaping a 
minimum of one-half of the sign surface area of the sign.  

6. See design guidelines, Section 23.06A.360, Freeway corridor—Street 
signs—City street frontages.  

M. Political Signs. No sign permit is required. Political signs may not be placed in 
public parks or attached to traffic safety devices, telephone poles, power poles, 
or other public utility facilities. They may be placed upon private property or within 
the public right-of-way, provided that:  
1. The sign shall be placed no less than ten feet from the paved edge or traveled 

portions of the roadway. Signs placed within twenty feet of a street corner 
shall not exceed thirty-six inches in height within the clear sight triangle.  

2. The sign shall not interfere with traffic safety. 
3. If located in any residential zone district, they shall not exceed ten square 

feet of sign area. If located in any other zoning district, the maximum area 
shall be thirty-two square feet.  

4. Signs shall not exceed forty-two inches in height if placed in a residential 
district or in a required setback in any district. In other districts and outside of 
setbacks, they shall not exceed ten feet in height.  

5. Such signs must be removed five days after the election in which the 
candidate or issue advertised on a sign has been determined. For a 
successful candidate in a primary election the sign may remain until five days 
after the general election. The candidate or committee for which the sign is 
displayed shall be responsible for its removal and subject to the penalties as 
provided in this code.  

6. The candidate or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be subject 
to a fine or penalty for violation of these requirements as set forth in this title. 
(Though considered free speech, the provisions allowing placement in 
the public ROW amounts to a special privilege, and should be struck 
unless provided to all similar uses.) Should be considered 
noncommercial signage and covered under “K” above.)   

N. Projecting Signs. Projecting signs shall be installed in accordance with the 
following standards:  
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1. Each single occupancy building not located in a shopping center may have 
one projecting sign if the building does not have a pole sign and if projecting 
signs are not specifically prohibited in the individual use district, except that, 
if a use is contiguous to two parallel streets which are at least two hundred 
feet apart, a projecting sign is allowed on each of those streets or a projecting 
sign may be on one street and a pole sign on the other.  

2. Projecting signs shall not exceed fifty square feet in sign surface area. 
3. Projecting signs shall be installed in accordance with the following table: 

Clearance from Grade Maximum Sign Projection from Face of Building 

Less than eight feet Not permitted 

Eight to ten feet Under marquee only 

Over ten feet Three feet 

 
O. Real Estate Signs. No sign permit is required, except as provided in subsection 

6 below. All exterior real estate signs must be of wood or plastic or other durable 
material. The permitted signs with applicable limits are as follows:  
1. Residential "For Sale" and "Sold" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to one 

sign per street frontage not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, 
placed wholly on the property for sale, and not to exceed a height of seven 
feet.  

2. Residential Directional "Open House" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to 
one sign per street frontage on the premises for sale and three off-premises 
signs. However, if a broker/agent has more than one house open for 
inspection in a single development or subdivision, s/he is limited to four off-
premises "open house" signs in the entire development or subdivision. Such 
signs are permitted only during daylight hours and when the broker/agent or 
seller or an agent is in attendance at the property for sale. No such sign shall 
exceed five square feet in sign area per side. The sign may be placed along 
the periphery of a public right-of-way, provided it does not interfere with traffic 
safety, but it may not be attached to a utility pole or traffic safety device.  

3. Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. 
One sign per street frontage advertising undeveloped commercial and 
industrial property for sale or for rent is permitted while the property is actually 
for sale or rent. The sign shall not exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area 
per side and eight feet in height.  

4. Developed Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. One 
sign per street frontage advertising a commercial or industrial building for rent 
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or sale is permitted while the building is actually for rent or sale. If one face 
of the building is less than ten feet from the building line, the sign shall be 
placed on the building or in a window. The sign shall not exceed eight feet in 
height; if free-standing, it shall be located more than fifteen feet from any 
abutting property line and a public right-of-way line. Such sign shall not 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area per side.  

5. Undeveloped Residential Property "For Sale" Signs. One sign per street 
frontage advertising undeveloped residential property for sale is permitted 
not exceeding thirty-two square feet in area per side, nor exceeding a height 
of eight feet. If the sign is greater than five square feet in area, it must be 
placed more than thirty feet from the abutting owner's property line.  

6. Additional Signs. The department may grant a permit to allow temporary off-
premises signs in addition to those permitted above, not to exceed five 
square feet in size per side, or forty-two inches in height. Notice of adjacent 
property owners shall not be required. Such additional signs may be used to 
advertise open houses, to provide directions to new developments, or for 
similar purposes. Such signs may be placed along the periphery of the public 
right-of-way, provided they do not interfere with traffic safety, but they may 
not be attached to utility poles or traffic safety devices. The department shall 
determine the number and locations of such signs, and the period during 
which they may be displayed. The department shall take into account the 
number of existing signs in any proposed location, and shall limit or prohibit 
new ones so as to prevent a traffic safety hazard or a detrimental effect on 
neighboring property.  

P. Residential Signs—Generally. Nonresidential uses within residential districts are 
permitted one flush-mounted or ground sign having a maximum sign area of 
twenty-four square feet for each use. (See design guidelines, Section 
23.04A.170.)  
Exceptions:  
1. Preschools, Home Occupations, and Income Producing Uses in Co-Housing 

Developments. One flat unlighted flush-mounted sign on the building 
containing such uses is permitted. Such sign shall not exceed two square 
feet in sign surface area, nor shall any side exceed two linear feet. This sign 
shall state only the name of the occupant and the type of occupation. In co-
housing developments a structure containing multiple businesses may 
contain up to ten square feet of signage, at the rate of two square feet of 
signage per business; (Categorization of income producing activities is 
unnecessary.) 

2. Academic Schools. In addition to the flush or ground sign permitted, a pole 
sign not to exceed twenty feet in height and seventy-five square feet in sign 
surface area is permitted;  

3. Co-housing developments. 
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Q. Roof Signs. Roof signs shall be installed in accordance with the following 
standards: 
1. Each individual use may have one roof sign provided the use of roof signs is 

not prohibited in the individual use district and the use has no other sign on 
the building.  

2. Individual businesses within a shopping center may have one roof sign in lieu 
of any allowed flush-mounted signs.  

3. Roof signs shall not be more than six feet in height (including supporting 
structure), nor shall they be more than thirty-five feet above ground level, nor 
extend beyond the edge of the roof level upon which they are supported.  

4. Roof signs shall not exceed one square foot of sign surface area per foot of 
length of the main entrance wall of the use occupancy.  

5. The sign may only identify the building or occupant. No product advertising 
is allowed. 

R. Shopping Center Signs. Major and minor shopping center signs shall be installed 
in accordance with the following standards:  
1. Shopping centers may have one major identification sign per major arterial 

frontage and one minor identification sign per secondary or local street 
frontage, but in no case shall there be more than two major and two minor 
identification signs.  

2. The maximum height of a major or minor identification sign shall be thirty-five 
feet unless restricted by the individual use district.  

3. Major identification signs shall not exceed three hundred square feet in sign 
surface area.  

4. Minor identification signs shall not exceed one hundred fifty square feet in 
sign surface area.  

5. Identification signs shall be placed in a planter box or otherwise landscaped 
with the area of the landscaping a minimum of one-half of the sign surface 
area of the sign.  

S. Sidewalk Signs. One sidewalk or sandwich board sign per business shall be 
permitted subject to the following:  
1. Signs shall be located next to the curb edge of a sidewalk in such a manner 

so as not to interfere with the opening of car doors, bus stops, loading zones, 
or pedestrian traffic. An unobstructed passageway of forty-eight inches shall 
be maintained for wheelchair travel on all public and private right-of-ways.  

2. Signs shall be located directly in front of the sponsoring business during 
business hours only.  

3. Only uses within the neighborhood retail (NR), expand to include arterial 
commercial (AC), neighborhood village (NV), urban village (UV), etc., 
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professional office/ residential multifamily (PO/RM), or general commercial 
(GC) districts are permitted sidewalk or sandwich board signs.  

4. Owners of such signs shall assume liability for damage resulting from their 
use and shall provide the county with an appropriate legal document holding 
the county harmless for such resulting loss.  

5. No such sign shall be located so as to create a traffic safety hazard by 
interfering with the vision of drivers entering or leaving the premises.  

T. Temperature Signs. Time and temperature signs, public service signs and 
community bulletin boards are allowed.   

U. Temporary Signs. Temporary signs are allowed, provided that: 
1. Permits for such signs may be issued by the department not to exceed sixty 

days. 
2. No more than one such permit shall be issued at any one time per business 

occupancy, nor shall more than four such permits be issued to any one 
business during any twelve-month period.  

V. Theaters. Existing movie theaters are allowed to retain their traditional type of 
marquee sign without animated lighting.  

 
23.42.140 - Nonconforming signs.  

A. General. The erection or placement of any outdoor advertising sign, as defined in 
Section 23.02.180, is prohibited in any zone of the Olympia UGA. Outdoor advertising 
signs now in existence in any zone are declared nonconforming uses and may 
remain, subject to the following restrictions:  
1. A nonconforming outdoor advertising sign may not be increased in size or 

elevation, nor shall it be relocated to another site or to a new location on the same 
site.  

2. A nonconforming outdoor advertising sign may not be structurally altered. 
3. Any nonconforming outdoor advertising sign which is damaged or destroyed by 

fire, explosion, wind, act of nature or other accidental means may be restored if 
the cost thereof does not exceed fifty percent of its replacement cost. Outdoor 
advertising signs damaged in an amount in excess of fifty percent of replacement 
cost shall be removed.  

4. All nonconforming outdoor advertising signs shall be kept in good repair and 
maintained in a neat, clean, attractive and safe condition. Any work required to 
repair or maintain an outdoor advertising sign shall be completed promptly so 
long as the sign is not structurally altered. Grounds surrounding any outdoor 
advertising sign shall be kept free of debris, litter, and unsightly vegetation.  

B. Removal. 
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1. Any outdoor advertising sign not meeting the restrictions of Section 23.42.140A1, 
2, and 3 above shall be removed within thirty days of the date an order is given 
by the department to remove.  

2. If, in the opinion of the director, an outdoor advertising sign is not being 
maintained or kept in good repair as required by Section 23.42.140A4, the 
director shall give notice to the owner or person, firm or corporation having control 
of the sign to cure the lack of maintenance or repair within a time specified in the 
order. If acceptable maintenance or repair is not completed within the time 
specified, the sign shall be removed within ten working days from the date an 
order is given.  

3. The owner or person, firm or corporation having control of any outdoor advertising 
sign ordered removed pursuant to subsections B1 and B2 of this section may 
appeal such order of removal to the hearing examiner. Such appeal must be filed 
with the department within ten days of receipt of the order. Such appeal shall be 
considered pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 2.06 of the Thurston 
County Code.  

(END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHMENT - A 

Chapter 20.40 - SIGNS AND LIGHTING  

Sections:  

20.40.005 - Purpose.  

The purpose of this chapter is to provide for signage while maintaining and, where 
possible, enhancing traffic and pedestrian safety, property values, and the county's 
aesthetic character and attractiveness to economic development.  
 
20.40.010 - Generally.  

No sign shall be erected within the boundaries of the zoned areas which conflicts with 
the provisions of this chapter.  
 
20.40.020 - General provisions.  

Shall be as follows:  
1. No sign shall protrude over the street right-of-way. 
2. No sign shall be erected that interferes with the visibility of traffic control devices 

or street name signs.  
3. Signs may be luminous, reflecting or illuminating, but no sign shall be flashing or 

oscillating.  
4. No sign shall be placed so as to cause visual obstruction of a public right-of-way. 
5. All signs shall conform to Washington state statutes or building code, if in effect. 
6. All signing relating to regulations warning of hazards and guidance of traffic shall 

conform to the latest edition of the Washington State Highway Commission, 
Department of Highways, Traffic Engineering Division "Manual for Signing."  

7. Within the Grand Mound urban growth area, the Grand Mound Development 
Guidelines dated March 9, 1998, are adopted and incorporated in this chapter by 
reference as fully set forth in this chapter.  (The Grand Mound sign guidelines 
regulate only commercial signs by type (not category) as described in the 
master plan.  No further review is needed.) 

 
8. Unless specifically allowed by another code provision, no sign may be located in 

the public rights-of-way other than road identification signs and directional signs 
erected by the county directing the public to public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 
Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or non-advertising signs as may be authorized by 
the board.  (Clear prohibition to signs placed in public rights-of-way that 
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does not serve a public purpose, or allowed by specific code provision, i.e.-
political signs in Olympia UGA.) 

 
20.40.033 - Billboards.  

1. Location. 
a. Billboards are only permitted in the following districts, subject to the provisions of 

this title:  
Arterial commercial district (Chapter 20.25);  
Highway commercial district (Chapter 20.26);  
Planned industrial park district (Chapter 20.27);  
Light industrial district (Chapter 20.28).  

b. Billboards shall not be located in the following areas, regardless of the zoning 
district: 
i. In the Nisqually valley planning area, as shown in the Nisqually Subarea 

Plan, dated 1992, and as hereafter amended;  
ii. Where visible from the travel lanes of: 

Interstate 5;  
US Route 101;  
Yelm Highway (SR 510);  
Rainier Road;  
State Routes 507 and 12;  
Old Highway 99 south of 93rd Avenue SE to the Lewis County line; or  
Tilley Road.  

2. Spacing. Billboards shall be separated by one thousand feet from other billboards on 
the same side of the road.  

3. Size. Billboard display surfaces shall not exceed three hundred square feet in size. 
4. Number and Orientation of Sign Faces. Billboards shall have no more than two sign 

display surfaces, only one of which may be visible to oncoming traffic.  
 
20.40.035 - Exempt signs.  

The following signs shall be permitted and are exempt from the provisions of this 
chapter, and shall not be included in the computation of sign size area for regulated signs. 
This shall not be construed as relieving the owner of the sign from the responsibility of its 
erection and maintenance and its compliance with any other applicable law or ordinance. 
Exempt signs are:  
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1. Construction Ssigns which identify the future use of a site, architects, 
engineers, contractors, financial institutions, and other individuals or firms 
involved with the owner interest on sites under construction of a project, and 
that have obtained a building permit, but not including advertisement of any 
products, during the construction period, and up to thirty days after an 
occupancy permit has been issued.  (Content does not need to be read other 
than to verify that content does not sell products.) 

 
2. Signs pertaining to the sale, lease or rental of developed residential property or 

buildings;  
3. Signs advertising undeveloped residential property for sale up to thirty-two 

square feet in sign area, or the sale, lease or rental of commercial or industrial 
property or buildings;. 

4. Names of buildings, commemorative tablets and the like when carved into stone, 
concrete or similar material, or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent-
type construction, made an integral part of the structure, and projecting no more 
than two inches from the wall;  

5. Signs directing vehicular or pedestrian traffic movement or parking into a 
premises or within a premises, not exceeding four square feet in area, and 
between three and five feet in height for each sign. Such sign may include an 
identification logo, but no wording except as related to directions;  

6. Temporary commercial advertising signs, not exceeding four square feet, 
advertising products or services of the building tenant, but not the name of the 
tenant. Such signs shall be temporarily attached to the wall or window of the 
building and shall be located below the building eave. Such signs shall be allowed 
for a period of time not to exceed fourteen days; (Intended to clearly distinguish 
exempt temporary commercial signs from temporary noncommercial 
proposed under #17 below.) 

 
7. Signs not exceeding four square feet in area, attached flat against a building, 

stationary and not lighted, announcing only the names, hours of operation or 
occupation of the building tenant; provided that not more than one such sign shall 
be allowed on any face of a building;  

8. Signs located in the interior of a development, which are designed and located to 
be viewed exclusively by patrons of the development and not plainly visible from 
off-site;  

9. Governmental or corporate flags, which are flown from a permanent pole or 
standard in conjunction with the national flag of the United States in conformance 
with United States Public Law 93-344;  

10. Signs that are within a ball park or other similar public or nonprofit recreational 
facility and are intended to be primarily viewed from within that facility;  
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11. Seasonal displays and decorations not advertising a product, service or 
entertainment; 

12. Signs warning the public against hunting, fishing, trespassing, dangerous 
conditions, animals, swimming, or the like;  

13. Signs identifying essential public needs (i.e., restrooms, entrance, exit, 
telephone, etc.);  

14. Official notices or advertisements posted or displayed by or under the direction 
of any public or court officer in the performance of his official or directed duties;  

15. Political campaign signs advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective 
office, or a political party, or a sign urging a particular vote on a public issue 
decided by ballot may be erected on any privately owned lot or parcel, excluding 
right-of-way. Each sign shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. 
For a successful candidate in a primary election, the sign may remain until the 
final election but shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. The 
candidate or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its 
removal and subject to the penalties as provided in this title; (Removed for 
identifying content and/or category.  See noncommercial sign provision, 
sec. 20.40.040) 

 
16. Any special temporary event signs or display such as search lights, pennants, 

streamers, ribbons, air-filled figures or gas-filled figures, subject to the following 
restrictions:  
a. Such displays shall conform to the height restrictions for permitted signs, and 
b. Such displays shall be allowed for a period of time not to exceed fourteen 

days in any calendar year.  (Modified to ensure allowance of special 
events without conflict with content.) 

 
17. Signs up to four square feet which show the meeting location for a service club 

or fraternal organization. (Removed for identifying content and/or category, 
and replaced.  Also see noncommercial sign provision, sec. 20.40.040) 

 
20.40.038 - Directional signs.  

The following directional signs may be erected within county rights-of-way subject to 
the requirements of this section and written authorization from the director of public works 
or his/her designee:  

1. Permitted Directional Signs. 
a. Signs directing people to publicly owned facilities or sites, hospitals, historic 

sites, or churches, synagogues, and other similar places of worship;  
b. Signs directing motorists to gas stations, food, lodging, or privately owned 

recreation areas. To be eligible for such signage, the facility or site must meet 
the state's requirements for erecting a motorist information sign along a 
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federal interstate or primary highway. Eligibility, however, will not require 
compliance with state requirements related to supplemental directional 
signage.  

2. Administrative Requirements and Standards. 
a. Applicants for a directional sign shall submit a completed application on a 

form provided by the public works department and pay the fee specified on 
the department's fee schedule.  

b. Successful applicants shall supply the public works department with the 
approved directional sign(s).  

c. The public works director shall determine the location of directional signs, 
subject to the provisions of this section. Wherever practical, directional signs 
shall be grouped in a coordinated display. The director may limit the number 
of directional signs placed on any section of right-of-way to maintain public 
safety and the visibility of traffic control signage.  

d. Approved directional signs shall be installed and maintained by the public 
works department. The owner shall be responsible for the cost to replace or 
repair signs or support structures that are damaged or defaced following 
installation, or that are badly deteriorated. If the county does not receive 
payment for such repair or replacement within thirty days of notification, it will 
dispose of the sign.  

e. Directional signs for seasonal businesses or facilities shall be covered, 
removed or posted with closed sign during the off-season by the public works 
department or the sign owner, at the direction of the department.  

f. Directional signs shall be removed by the county if the nature of the 
destination, facility, or business no longer complies with subsection (1)(a) or 
(b) of this section. The county may also remove directional signs if the public 
works director determines, due to changed circumstances, that they 
jeopardize public safety. If such signs are not claimed by the owner within 
thirty days of notification, they will be disposed of by the county.  

3. Standards. 
a. Directional signs and their location shall comply with all applicable laws, 

including Chapter 47.42 RCW, Sections 131 and 315 of Title 23, United 
States Code, and rules adopted by the State Department of Transportation, 
including the "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets and 
Highways," all as amended.  

b. Directional signs shall, to the extent that the sign's size permits, be of the 
same design, color, and format as the corresponding state motorist 
information sign.  

c. Directional signs shall only identify the facility or site and its distance and 
direction from the sign. No other advertising or message is permitted.  
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d. Directional signs shall not exceed five square feet in size and shall not be 
illuminated. 

 
20.40.045 - Sign height.  

1. The provisions of subsection (2) of this section apply to any sign the height of which 
is not regulated by Section 20.54.040(5).  

2. No sign shall exceed thirty-five feet in height as measured from the grade level to the 
highest point of the sign.  

 
20.40.050 - Signs with unclear dimensions.  

The square feet of a sign painted or imprinted on the wall of a building or otherwise 
affixed to the wall of a building in such a manner that the sign has no clearly-defined 
dimensions shall be equal to the dimensions of the smallest possible rectangular figure 
which could contain the matter painted, printed or otherwise affixed thereon.  
 
20.40.060 - Lighting.  

Lighting shall be designed and shall function in a manner which shields direct light 
from adjoining streets and properties. Shielding, location, height, type of illumination and 
landscape buffers shall be evaluated in lighting design to meet this standard.  
 
20.40.100 - Nonconforming signs.  

Signs rendered nonconforming by the provisions of this title shall comply with the 
following:  

1. Nonconforming signs shall not be increased in size or elevation, structurally 
altered, or moved to another site.  

2. A nonconforming sign must be removed or brought into compliance with this 
chapter if:  
a. It is damaged or deteriorated and the cost for repairs, maintenance, or other 

changes would exceed fifty percent of its replacement cost; or  
b. It has not been used for six months or longer. 

3. All signs and supporting structures which do not conform to the applicable 
structural requirements of Chapter 14.17 Thurston County Code shall be 
removed or immediately brought into compliance with such requirements.  

 (END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHEMENT - B 

Chapter 21.75 - SIGN REGULATIONS  

Sections:  

21.75.010 - Intent.  

The intent of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life, health, 
property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the number, size, design, quality 
of materials, construction, location, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign 
structures; to preserve and improve the appearance of the Lacey UGA as a place in which 
to live and as an attraction to nonresidents who come to visit or trade; to encourage sound 
signing practices as an aid to business and for public information but to prevent excessive 
and confusing signing displays.  
 
21.75.020 - Definitions and abbreviations.  

For the purpose of this chapter, definitions as defined in Chapter 21.06 and 
certain abbreviations, terms, phrases, words and their derivatives shall be construed as 
specified in this section: (Definitions of signs in categories that describe content 
remain for context, but are not regulated as such.) 

 
"Abandoned sign" means any sign which is located on property which becomes 

vacant and unoccupied for a period of six months or more, or any sign which relates to 
any occupant or business unrelated to the present occupant or his business, or any sign 
which pertains to a time, event, or purpose which no longer applies.  

"Advertising vehicles"(Considered sign Structure) means any vehicle or trailer on a 
public right-of-way or public property or on private property so as to be visible from a 
public right-of-way which has attached thereto, or located thereon any sign or advertising 
device for the basic purpose of providing advertisement of products or directing people to 
a business or activity located on the same or nearby property or any other premises. This 
provision is not to be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm or its principal 
products on a vehicle operating during normal course of business. Franchised buses or 
taxis are exempt from this chapter.  

"Animated sign" means any sign which includes action or motion or the optical illusion 
of action or motion, or color changes of all or any part of the sign facing, requiring electrical 
energy, or set in motion by movement of the atmosphere. Excluded from the definition 
are public service signs, changing message center signs, searchlights and flags.  

"Awning" means a temporary shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall of a 
building.  

"Bulletin board (reader-board)" means a sign so designed that the message may be 
changed by removal or addition of specially designed letters that attach to the face of the 
sign.  
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"Changing message center signs" means an electronically or electrically controlled 
sign where different automatic changing messages are shown on the same lamp bank.  

"Construction sign" means any sign used to identify the architects, engineers, 
contractors or other individuals or firms involved with the construction of a building and 
announce the character of the building or the purpose for which the building is intended.  

"Flashing sign" means any sign which contains an intermittent or flashing light source 
or which includes the illusion of intermittent or flashing light by means of animation or an 
externally mounted intermittent light source. Excluded from the definition are public 
service and changing message center signs.  

"Freestanding sign" means any sign which is supported by one or more uprights, 
poles or braces in or upon the ground.  

"Garage sale signs," i.e., yard sales, moving sales, patio sales, means temporary 
signs used to announce a sale of used items.  

"Grade" means the elevation or level of the street closest to the sign to which 
reference is made, as measured at the street's centerline, or the relative ground level in 
the immediate vicinity of the sign.  

"Grand opening displays" means temporary signs, posters, banners, strings of lights, 
clusters of flags, balloons and searchlights used to announce the opening of a completely 
new enterprise or the opening of an enterprise under new management. See also special 
event. 

"Height" or "height of sign" means the vertical distance from the grade to the highest 
point of a sign or any vertical projection thereof, including its supporting columns.  

"Landscaping" means any material used as a decorative feature, such as shrubbery 
or planting materials, planter boxes, concrete bases, brick work, decorative framing or 
pole covers, used in conjunction with a sign which expresses the theme of the sign and 
related structure but does not contain advertising copy.  

"Legal nonconforming sign" means a sign which (1) on the effective date of the 
ordinance codified in this chapter was lawfully maintained and had been lawfully erected 
in accordance with the provisions of any prior sign ordinance or code but which sign does 
not conform to the applicable limitations established by this chapter; or (2) on or after the 
effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter was lawfully maintained and 
erected in accordance with the provisions of this chapter but which sign, by reason of 
amendment of the ordinance codified in this chapter after the effective date thereof, does 
not conform to the applicable limitations established by the amendment of this chapter.  

"Mansard roof" means a sloped roof or roof-like facade architecturally able to be 
treated as a building wall.  

"Marquee" means a permanent roofed structure attached and supported by the 
building.  
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"Monument sign" means a ground-mounted sign which is higher than three feet above 
the average ground elevation and which is attached to the ground by means of a wide 
base of solid appearance.  

"Multiple building complex" means a group of structures housing at least one retail 
business, office, commercial venture or independent or separate part of a business which 
shares the same lot, access and/or parking facilities.  

"Multiple occupancy building" means a single structure housing more than one retail 
business, office or commercial venture.  

"Political sign" means a sign advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective 
office, or a political party, or sign urging a particular vote on a public issue decided by 
ballot.  

"Portable (mobile) sign" means a sign made of any material which by its design is 
readily movable and is equipped with wheels, casters or rollers or which is not 
permanently affixed to the ground, structure or building (also includes sidewalk or 
sandwich board signs, and signs mounted upon the tops of vehicles).  

"Public service signs" means an electronically or electrically controlled public service 
sign or portion of a larger sign which conveys only information such as time, date, 
temperature, atmospheric condition or general news information where different 
alternating copy changes are shown on the same lamp bank matrix.  

"Real estate or property for sale, rental or lease sign" means any sign pertaining to 
the sale, lease or rental of land or buildings.  

"Roof sign" means any sign erected upon, against or directly above a roof or on top 
of or above the parapet of a building.  

"Searchlight" means an apparatus containing an electric light and reflector on a swivel 
for projecting a far-reaching beam in any desired direction.  

"Sign" means any commercial communication device, structure or fixture that is 
intended to aid an establishment in identification and to advertise and/or promote a 
business, service, activity or interest. For the purpose of this chapter, a sign shall not be 
considered to be building or structural design, but shall be restricted solely to graphics, 
symbols or written copy that is meant to be used in the aforementioned way.  

"Sign area" means the entire area of a sign on which copy is to be placed. Only one 
side of a doublefaced sign shall be included. The area of painted signs, individual letter 
signs, and other indirectly illuminated signs shall be calculated on the basis of the smallest 
rectangle, circle or spherical figure that will enclose the entire copy area of the sign. Any 
such calculation shall include the areas between letters and lines, as well as the areas of 
any devices, illuminated or nonilluminated, which are intended to attract attention.  

"Special event signs" means temporary signs used to announce a circus, a carnival, 
festivals or other similar events.  

"Temporary sign" means any sign, banner, pennant, valance, flags (not intended to 
include flags of any nation, state, city or other governmental agency or nonprofit 
organization), searchlights, balloons or other air-filled or gas-filled figures or advertising 
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display constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wallboard or other light 
materials, with or without frame, intended to be displayed for a limited period of time only. 
Examples of different types of temporary signs may include: construction, grand opening 
displays, real estate, special event, political and garage sale.  

"Wall" means any member or group of members, which defines the exterior 
boundaries of a building and which has a slope of sixty degrees or greater with the 
horizontal plane. The height of a wall shall be measured as the two-dimensional height 
from the average finish grade of the particular architectural building elevation adjacent to 
the wall to the finish roof plane.  

"Wall sign" means any sign attached to or painted directly on the wall, or erected 
against the wall of a building being parallel or approximately parallel to said wall; and 
does not exceed a distance of fifteen inches from such wall.  
 
21.75.030 - Permits and fees required.  

No sign permit shall be issued unless the sign installer has a valid Washington State 
sign contractor’s license; provided, however, that an applicant may obtain a permit to 
install a sign on his own property without a state license.   
 
21.75.040 - Permit—Requirements.  

No sign governed by the provisions of this code of more than four square feet in sign 
area shall be erected, structurally altered or relocated by any person, firm or corporation 
after the date of adoption of this code without a permit issued by the county (with the 
exceptions as noted).  No new permit is required for signs which have permits and which 
conform with the requirements of this code on the date of its adoption unless and until the 
sign is structurally altered or relocated.  
 
21.75.050 - Permit—Applications.  

Applications for permits shall contain the name and address of the owner and user of 
the sign, the name and address of the owner of the property on which the sign is to be 
located, the location of the sign structure, drawings or photographs showing the design 
and dimensions of the sign and details of its proposed placement and such other pertinent 
information as the department may require to insure compliance with this code and other 
applicable ordinances. Permit applications shall be available for inspection by the public 
upon request. Upon completion of a permit application, the application shall be acted on 
within two weeks unless there is a requirement for further time under SEPA.  
 
21.75.060 - Fee schedule.  

Fees for sign permits shall be established by resolution of the board.  
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21.75.070 - Exemptions.  

The following signs do not require a sign permit (unless noted), nor shall the area and 
number of such signs be included in the area and number of signs permitted for any site 
or use. This shall not be construed as relieving the owner of the sign from the 
responsibility of its erection and maintenance and its compliance with the provisions of 
this chapter or any other law or ordinance:  

A. The flag, emblem or insignia of a nation or other governmental unit or nonprofit 
organization subject to the guidelines concerning their use set forth by the 
government or organization which they represent. Flag poles require a sign 
permit for structural review; 

B. Memorial signs or tablets, names of buildings, stained glass windows and dates 
of erection when cut into the surface or the facade of the building or when 
projecting not more than two inches;  

C. Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or nonadvertising signs as may be authorized by the 
board;  

D. Signs of public utility companies indicating danger or which serve as an aid to 
public safety or which show the location of underground facilities or of public 
telephones;  

E. Flush mounted wall signs, used to identify the name and address of the occupant 
for each dwelling provided the sign does not exceed two square feet in sign area; 

F. Signs located in the interior of any building or within an enclosed lobby, mall, 
arcade, porch, patio, court, or similar area of any building or group of buildings, 
which signs are designed and located to be viewed exclusively by patrons of such 
use or uses;  

G. One bulletin board not over fifty square feet in sign area for each public, charitable 
or religious institution where the same are located on the premises of said 
institution. A sign permit is required;  

H. Decorations. Such signs in the nature of decoration, clearly incidental and 
customary and commonly associated with any national, local or religious holiday;  

I. Painting, repainting or cleaning of an advertising structure or the changing of the 
advertising copy of message thereon shall not be considered an erection or 
alteration which requires sign permit unless a structural change is made;  

J. Sculptures, fountains, mosaics and design features which do not incorporate 
advertising or identification; 

K. "No trespassing," "no dumping," "no parking," "private," signs identifying essential 
public needs (i.e., restrooms, entrance, exit, telephone, etc.) and other 
informational warning signs, which shall not exceed three square feet in surface 
area;  
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L. Directional signs erected by the county on arterial streets directing the public to 
public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 

M. Signs being manufactured, transported, and/or stored within the Lacey UGA shall 
be exempt; provided, however, that such signs are not used, in any manner or 
form for purposes of advertising at the place or places of manufacture or storage;  

N. Commemorative plaques of recognized historical societies and organizations; 
O. Religious symbols and identification emblems of religious orders or historical 

societies; 
P. Signs on vehicles regulated by the county that provide public transportation, 

including, but not limited to, buses and taxicabs;  
Q. Signs on licensed commercial vehicles, including trailers; provided, however, that 

such vehicles shall not be utilized as parked or stationary outdoor display signs;  
R. Special event signs, real estate signs, political signs, banners or cloth signs, 

decorations and garage sale signs, provided they conform to their applicable 
limitations.   

 
21.75.080 - Prohibited signs.  

The following signs or displays are prohibited:  
A. Roof signs; 
B. Animated signs; 
C. Flashing signs; 
D. Portable signs;  
E. Advertising vehicles; 
F. Signs which purport to be, or are, an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic 

sign or signal, or which bear the words "stop," "caution," "danger," "warning," or 
similar words;  

G. Signs which, by reason of their size, location, movement, content, coloring or 
manner of illumination may be confused with or construed as a traffic control sign, 
signal or device, or the light of an emergency or radio equipment vehicle, or which 
obstruct the visibility of traffic or street sign or signal device;  

H. Signs which are located upon or projecting over public streets, sidewalks, or 
rights-of-way except as provided for awnings and marquees in Section 
21.75.175;  

I. Signs attached to utility poles;  
J. Off-premises signs including:   

1. Any sign identifying a use, facility or service which is not located on the 
premises; 
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2. Any sign identifying a product that is not produced, sold or manufactured on 
the premises; 

3. Any sign that advertises or otherwise directs attention to a product, service 
or activity, event, person, institution or business that may or may not be 
identified by a brand name and which occurs or is generally conducted, sold, 
manufactured, produced or offered elsewhere than on the premises where 
such sign is located.  

K. Strings of banners, pennants, and other graffiti-like material. 
L. Unless specifically allowed by another code provision, no sign may be located in 

the public rights-of-way other than road identification signs and directional signs 
erected by the county directing the public to public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 
Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or non-advertising signs as may be authorized by 
the board.  (Clear prohibition to signs placed in public rights-of-way that 
does not serve a public purpose, or allowed by specific code provision, i.e.-
political signs in Olympia UGA.) 

21.75.090 - Temporary signs.   

The following signs are classified as temporary (nonpermanent). Temporary signs 
are permitted subject to the applicable limitations:  

A. Construction Signs. A sign permit is required.  Such for signs may be displayed 
only after a building permit is obtained, and during the period of construction on 
the construction site. Only one such sign is permitted per construction project for 
each public street upon which the project fronts. The applicable limits are as 
follows:  
1. In all zones other than single-family residential zones, no construction 

temporary sign shall exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area (printed copy 
on one side only) or ten feet in height, nor be located closer than ten feet 
from the property line or closer than thirty feet from the property line of the 
abutting owner.  

2. In single-family residential zones, no construction temporary sign shall 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area (printed copy on one side only) or 
ten feet in height, nor be located closer than ten feet from the property line of 
the abutting owner. (Lacey UGA is the only jurisdiction that considers 
construction signs under temporary rather than exempt, and do require 
a sign permit.) 

 
B. Grand Opening Displays.  No sign permit is required.  Such temporary signs, 

such as: posters, banners, strings of lights, clusters of flags, balloons or other air 
or gas filled figures, and searchlights are permitted for a period of seven days 
only to announce the opening of a completely new enterprise or the opening of 
an enterprise under new management. All such materials shall be removed 
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immediately upon the expiration of seven days. Such displays are permitted only 
in districts where the enterprise so advertised is allowed under district zoning 
regulations. Searchlights may be permitted by any business or enterprise 
provided the beam of light does not flash against any building or does not sweep 
an arc of forty-five percent from vertical.  (Combined with “Event signs” below) 

BC. Special Event Signs. No sign permit is required. Such temporary signs may be 
placed upon private property only and shall not be larger than four square feet, 
Such signs and shall not be posted or attached to telephone poles, power poles 
or other public utility facilities. Such signs may be displayed thirty days prior to an 
event and must be removed within seven days after the event's conclusion. The 
event committee person, business or enterprise for which the sign is displayed 
shall be responsible for its removal and subject to the penalties as provided in 
this code. Such temporary signs, such as: posters, banners, strings of lights, 
clusters of flags, balloons or other air or gas filled figures, and searchlights may 
be allowed permitted for any business or enterprise provided the beam of light 
does not flash against any building or does not sweep an arc of forty-five percent 
from vertical. Such displays are permitted only in districts where the enterprise 
so advertised is allowed under district zoning regulations or by special use permit.  
(The term “special” is removed because it may connote distinguishing 
content.  The standards for both grand opening and event are proposed to 
be combined due to their similarities and neither requires a sign permit.) 

 
CD. Real Estate Signs. No sign permit is required. All exterior real estate signs must 

be of wood or plastic or other durable material. The permitted signs, with 
applicable limits are as follows:  
1. Residential "For Sale" and "Sold" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to one 

sign per street frontage not to exceed five square feet in sign area, placed 
wholly on the property for sale, and not to exceed a height of seven feet.  

2. Residential Directional "Open House" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to 
one sign per street frontage on the premises for sale and three off-premises 
signs. However, if a realtor has more than one house open for inspection in 
a single development or subdivision, he/she is limited to four off-premises 
"open house" signs in the entire development or subdivision. Such signs are 
permitted only during daylight hours and when the realtor or seller or an agent 
is in attendance at the property for sale. No such sign shall exceed five 
square feet in sign area. The sign may be placed along the periphery of a 
public right-of-way within one mile of the subject residential development.  

3. Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. 
One sign per street frontage advertising undeveloped commercial and 
industrial property for sale or rent. The sign shall not exceed thirty-two square 
feet in sign area and seven feet in height.  

4. Developed Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. One 
sign per street frontage advertising a commercial or industrial building for rent 
or sale is permitted while the building is actually for rent or sale. If one face 
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of the building is less than ten feet from the building line, the sign shall be 
placed on the building or in a window. The sign shall not exceed seven feet 
in height, if free-standing, shall be located more than fifteen feet from any 
abutting property line and a public right-of-way line. Such sign shall not 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area.  

5. Undeveloped Residential Property "For Sale" Signs. One sign per street 
frontage advertising undeveloped residential property for sale is permitted 
not exceeding thirty-two square feet in sign area. Such sign must be placed 
more than thirty feet from the abutting owner's property line and may not 
exceed a height of seven feet.   

DE. Political Signs. No sign permit is required. Political signs or posters may be placed 
upon private property only and shall not be larger than ten square feet of sign 
area and shall not be posted or attached to telephone poles, power poles or other 
public utility facilities. Such signs must be removed seven days after the election 
in which the candidate or issue advertised on a sign has been determined. For a 
successful candidate in a primary election the sign may remain until the final 
election, but shall be removed within seven days after the election. The candidate 
or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its removal 
and subject to the penalties as provided in this code.  (Removed for identifying 
content and/or category.) 

 
EF. Banners or Cloth Signs.  Such signs may be permitted and extend across a public 

street by permission of the director or designee. Such signs may only be placed 
at county designated locations and erected by county personnel. 

G. Garage Sale (Yard Sales, Moving Sales, Patio Sales). No sign permit is required. 
Such for signs shall be limited to one sign on the premises and three off-premises 
signs. No such sign shall that do not exceed four square feet in sign area. The 
sign or signs may be displayed only during the sale and must be removed the 
day the sale ends. The person or persons for which erected the sign or signs are 
displayed shall be responsible for its removal and subject to the penalties as 
provided in this code.  (Removed for identifying content and/or category.) 

 
21.75.100 - Structural requirements.  

The structure and erection of signs or flag poles within the Lacey UGA shall be 
governed by the Uniform Building Code, 1994 Edition (or any superseding edition adopted 
by the county). Compliance with the Uniform Building Code shall be a prerequisite to 
issuance of a sign permit under this code.  
 
21.75.110 - Electrical requirements.  

Electrical requirements for signs within the Lacey UGA shall be governed by the 
National Electrical Code. Compliance with the National Electrical Code shall be required 
by every sign utilizing electrical energy as a prerequisite to issuance of a sign permit 
under this code.  
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21.75.120 - Illumination.  

Illumination from or upon any sign shall be shaded, shielded, directed or reduced so 
as to avoid undue brightness, glare or reflection of light on private or public property in 
the surrounding area, and so as to avoid unreasonably distracting pedestrians or 
motorists. "Undue brightness" is illumination in excess of that which is reasonably 
necessary to make the sign reasonably visible to the average person on an adjacent 
street.  
 
21.75.130 - Maintenance.  

All signs, including signs heretofore installed shall be constantly maintained in a state 
of security, safety, appearance and repair. If any sign is found not to be so maintained or 
is insecurely fastened or otherwise dangerous, it shall be the duty of the owner and/or 
occupant of the premises on which the sign is fastened to repair or remove the sign within 
five days after receiving notice from the sign code department. The premises surrounding 
a freestanding sign shall be free and clear of rubbish and landscaping area maintained in 
a tidy manner.  
 
21.75.140 - Landscaping for freestanding and monument signs.  

All freestanding and monument signs shall include as part of their design landscaping 
about their base so as to prevent vehicles from hitting the sign and to improve the overall 
appearance of the installation.  
 
21.75.150 - Inspection.  

All sign users shall permit the periodic inspection of their signs by the county upon 
county request.  
 
21.75.160 - More restrictive provision to apply.  

Whenever two provisions of this code overlap or conflict with regard to the size or 
placement of a sign, the more restrictive provision shall apply.  
 
21.75.170 - Buildings facing on two parallel streets.  

Single or multiple occupancy buildings whose premises extend through a block to 
face on two parallel streets with customer entrances on each street are permitted 
monument signs per street frontage as per Section 21.75.180H; provided, however, that 
each sign is located on different street frontages and are separated more than one 
hundred feet measured in a straight line between the signs.  
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21.75.175 - Signage on awnings and marquees.  

Signage will be allowed on awnings and marquees in commercial and industrial zones 
of the Lacey UGA. Such signage shall be limited to thirty percent coverage of the face of 
the marquee or the exposed surface of the awning. The signage area shall be calculated 
on the basis of the smallest rectangle, circle or spherical figure that will enclose the entire 
copy area of the sign. Any such calculations shall include the areas between letters and 
lines as well as the areas of any devices which are intended to attract attention.  
 
21.75.180 - District regulations.  

A. General. This section shall apply to all zones designated in the Zoning Ordinance. 
B. Size and Type. 

1. Nonresidential Uses With in Residential Districts. Each use is permitted one 
flush-mounted wall sign having a maximum sign area of twelve square feet.  

2. Home Occupations. Home occupation signs relate to home occupation as 
defined in the Zoning Ordinance. The sign shall be flush-mounted and shall not 
exceed two square feet in area, and cannot be internally illuminated, nor 
illuminated at night. Off-premises signs are prohibited.  

3. Single-Family Subdivisions. Two signs identifying a subdivision may be permitted 
per entrance from an access street, provided said signs do not exceed eighteen 
square feet in sign area each and five feet in height. Such signs can be low profile 
monument freestanding or fence mounted, and can be placed anywhere on the 
property along access streets, not necessarily at entrances.  

4. Multifamily Complex. Each multifamily complex is permitted two signs per 
entrance from an access street identifying the complex provided said signs do 
not exceed eighteen square feet in sign area each and five feet in height. Such 
signs can be low profile monument freestanding or fence mounted, and can be 
placed anywhere on the property along access streets, not necessarily at 
entrances.  

5. Commercial, Industrial and Open Space/Institutional Districts. 
a. Each single occupancy building not in a multiple building complex is 

permitted monument signs as described in Section 21.75.180H of this code.  
b. Each multiple occupancy building is permitted monument signs as described 

in Section 21.75.180H of this code.  
c. Each multiple building complex is permitted monument signs as described in 

Section 21.75.180H of this code.  
d. A regional shopping center (more than thirty acres in size and more than 

three hundred fifty thousand square feet in gross floor area of buildings) is 
permitted one directory-type sign not exceeding thirty feet in height and three 
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hundred square feet in sign area. Such sign must be located at least twenty 
feet from all property lines and rights-of-way.  

6. Commercial Subdivisions and Business Park District. Each commercial 
subdivision or business park is permitted monument signs as described in 
Section 21.75.180H of this code.  

C. Location. Freestanding signs may be permitted anywhere on the premises except in 
a required side yard or within ten feet of a street right-of-way, or within the sight 
triangle established by the Vision Clearance Ordinance. Monument and low profile 
monument signs can be located adjacent to property lines but not within the sight 
triangle established by the Vision Clearance Ordinance. Directory-type signs meeting 
the dimensional requirements of Section 21.75.180H of this chapter are permitted 
within multiple building complexes such as business parks and governmental centers 
as an aid in client orientation.  

D. Freestanding Signs. Freestanding signs are permitted only where it can be 
demonstrated that monument signs are not effective due to topography, landscaping 
and/or natural vegetation, building locations/setbacks, adjacent land uses, or other 
physical restraints not created by acts of the property owner. In such cases, such sign 
shall not exceed fifteen feet in height, shall not exceed the size standards of Section 
21.75.180H, and shall be subject to design approval by the county. It shall be 
incumbent upon the owner/operator of such facility to establish the need for such sign 
based upon the above criteria.  

E. Wall Signs. The surface area of any building-mounted sign or canopy-mounted sign 
shall not exceed the figures derived from the following schedule:  

Architectural Building Elevation 
Wall Area 

Maximum Sign Surface Area for that Facade 
(Square Feet) 

  

Below 100  26 

100—199 26 + 11% of facade area over 100  

200—499 38 + 12% of facade area over 200  

500—999  75 + 11% of facade area over 500 

1,000—1,499 131 + 7.5% of facade area over 1,000 

1,500-2,999 169 + 3% of facade area over 1,500 
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Over 3,000 214 + 3% of facade area over 3,000 to a 
maximum of 400  

  
F. Illumination. Illumination, if used, shall be what is known as white or yellow and shall 

not be blinking, fluctuating or moving. Light rays shall shine only upon the sign or 
upon the property within the premises and shall not spill over the property lines, in 
any direction, except by indirect reflection.  

G. Freeway-Oriented Signs. Parcels with significant freeway frontage are permitted 
freeway-oriented signs under the following criteria:  
1. Parcels must have a minimum of one thousand one hundred feet of frontage 

along a freeway. A frontage road or other right-of-way between the parcel and 
the freeway does not disqualify the parcel.  

2. Parcels must have limited or no visibility from the freeway, as determined by the 
County.  

3. Businesses advertised on such signs must not be eligible to be advertised on 
Department of Transportation informational signs (food, fuel, lodging).  

4. Monument signs are the first and preferred option unless, in the judgment of the 
county, they will not provide adequate identification.  

5. Adjacent parcels may combine to meet the minimum freeway frontage 
requirements, providing any such sign is a "directory-type" sign, in which case 
wall signs on the freeway side of buildings on such parcels are not permitted.  

6. For parcels with less than one thousand one hundred feet of freeway frontage 
and limited or no visibility, not located within large commercial complexes and if 
other adjacent parcels within one thousand one hundred feet have freeway 
visibility, a monument sign is permitted.  

7. The design of any sign permitted under this section must be approved by the 
county and be in keeping with the design of structures on the parcel(s).  

8. Any sign permitted under this section must comply with the size and height 
standards in this chapter.  

9. Any sign permitted under this section must be reviewed by the department and 
approved only with a finding that the above criteria are met.  

H. Monument Signs. Monument signs shall be permitted subject to Table 21T-21 and 
the following criteria:  
1. If corner parcel with two arterial street frontages and entrances on both streets 

and multi-building complex, a sign placed at the corner of the property can be a 
two- or three-faced sign;  
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2. If corner parcel with two arterial street frontages and entrances on both streets 
and multi-building complex, regular monument signs are permitted at each 
entrance;  

3. Length of sign structure must be equal or less than one and one-half times height 
of sign structure;  

4. Five feet minimum setback from all property lines. 
I. Low Profile Monument Signs. Low profile monument signs shall be permitted, subject 

to the following criteria:  
1. Low profile monument signs shall not exceed five feet in height as measured from 

the average ground elevation at the base of the sign, provided there is no sight 
obstruction;  

2. The base of low profile monument signs must be at least twice as large (square 
feet) as the sign area;  

3. Sign area shall not exceed thirty square feet; 
4. Low profile monument signs may be placed on both sides of entrances to 

businesses, with a maximum of four signs total;  
5. Monument sign diagram shown on Table 21T-22. 

 
21.75.190 - Variances.  

Variances from provisions of this chapter may be granted by the hearing examiner in 
accordance with Chapter 2.06 of the Thurston County Code.  
 
21.75.200 - Legal nonconforming signs.  

A. Continuance. Any sign existing on the effective date of this title may be continued to 
be in operation and be maintained after the effective date of the ordinance codified in 
this chapter and shall become a legal nonconforming sign provided:  
1. No such sign shall be changed in any manner that increases the noncompliance 

of such sign with the provision of ordinance codified in this chapter established 
for signs in the district in which the sign is located.  

2. The burden of establishing a sign to be legally nonconforming under this section 
rests upon the person or persons, firm or corporation claiming legal status for a 
sign.  

3. "Structural alteration" means any action that changes the height, size, or shape 
of the sign or any action that affects the base or support(s) of the sign. When a 
sign is structurally altered, it ceases to be a legal nonconforming sign and must 
conform with the provisions of this chapter.  

000105



Option B-Remove only content language 
Deleted Text:   Strikethrough   Proposed Changes:   Underlined 
Staff Comments: (Italics)  Unaffected Omitted Text: (…) 

4. When a business or activity containing a legal nonconforming sign is enlarged or 
remodeled to a value of fifty percent or more of existing value of real property 
improvements, then such sign must be brought into conformity with this chapter.  

B. By Violation of the Chapter. Any violation of this chapter shall terminate immediately 
the right to maintain a nonconforming sign.  

 
21.75.210 - Termination of signs.  

A. By Abandonment. No persons shall maintain or permit to be maintained on any 
premises owned or controlled by him any sign which has been abandoned.  

B. By Destruction, Damage, Obsolescence or Danger. The right to maintain any sign 
shall terminate and shall cease to exist whenever the sign is:  
1. Damaged or destroyed beyond fifty percent. The determination whether a sign is 

damaged or destroyed beyond fifty percent shall rest with the department and 
shall be based upon the actual cost of replacing said sign; and/or  

2. Structurally substandard under any applicable ordinance of the county to the 
extent that the sign becomes a hazard or a danger.  

 
21.75.220 - Department—Appointment—Powers and duties generally.  

The department shall administer the provisions of this code. The department is 
authorized and directed to enforce and carry out all provisions of this code, both in letter 
and spirit, with vigilance and with all due speed. To that end, the department is authorized 
to formulate procedures consistent with the purposes of this code.  
 
21.75.230 - Department—Inspection authority.  

The department is empowered to enter or inspect any building, structure or premises 
in the Lacey UGA upon which, or in connection with which, a sign, as defined by this 
code, is located, for the purpose of inspection of the sign, its structural and electrical 
connections and to insure compliance with the provisions of this code. Such inspections 
shall be carried out during business hours, unless an emergency exists.  
 
21.75.240 - Conflict and severability.  

If any provision of this code is found to be in conflict with any other provision of any 
zoning, building, fire, safety or health ordinance or code of the county, the provision which 
establishes the higher standard shall prevail.  
 
21.75.250 - Violation—Penalty.  

A. Violation of the provisions of this code or failure to comply with any of its requirements 
shall constitute a misdemeanor and such violation shall be punished as provided by 
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the statutes of the state of Washington for the commission of a misdemeanor. Each 
day such violation continues shall be considered a separate offense.  

B. The erector, owner or user of an unlawful sign or the owner of the property on which 
an unlawful sign is located and who maintains such violation may each be found guilty 
of a separate offense and suffer the penalties provided in this section.  

 
21.75.260 - Removal of unlawful or nonconforming signs.  

A. Any unlawful permanent type sign which has not been removed within thirty days 
after conviction of violation may be removed by the county and the costs charged to 
the violator. If removal costs have not been paid and the sign reclaimed within thirty 
days of its removal by the county, the county may sell or otherwise dispose of the 
sign and apply the proceeds toward costs of removal. Any proceeds in excess of 
costs of removal shall be paid to the owner of the sign.  

B. Signs which the department finds upon public streets, sidewalks, right-of-way or other 
public property or which wheresoever located present an immediate and serious 
danger to the public because of their unsafe condition may be immediately removed 
by the department without prior notice.  

C. Nonconforming signs which the department finds are located so as to present an 
immediate and serious danger to the public because of their unsafe condition may be 
immediately removed by the department without prior notice.  

D. Any unlawful temporary or portable type sign located on private property which has 
not been removed after twenty-four hours from notification may be removed by the 
county. The sign may be reclaimed by the owner after payment of the costs of 
removal. If the sign has not been reclaimed within thirty days of its removal by the 
county, the county may sell or otherwise dispose of the sign and apply the proceeds 
toward costs of the removal. Any proceeds in excess of costs of the removal shall be 
paid to the owner of the sign.  

E. Neither the county nor any of its agents shall be liable for any damage to the sign 
when removed under this section.  

 
21.75.280 - Visual quality.  

The department is empowered to prepare graphic materials such as photographs and 
drawings of sign types and styles acceptable to the county, and to disallow proposed 
signs that do not comply with the general types and styles represented by these graphic 
materials. Appeals of such department decisions shall be to the hearing examiner as 
specified in Thurston County Code Chapter 2.06.  

(END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHMENT – C 

Chapter 22.44 - SIGNS  

Sections:  

22.44.010 - Purpose—Applicability.  

A. It is the intent of this chapter to recognize that attractive development and structures 
within the Tumwater UGA will encourage desirable economic development and to 
ensure that signing works to the advantage of all citizens by reasonable control of the 
size, number and location of signs.  

B. It is the intent of these regulations to protect public safety, and to protect the economic 
base, and the right of businesses, civic, philanthropic, educational, and religious 
organizations to properly advertise and to enhance both the overall economy and 
environment of the Tumwater UGA.  

C. This chapter shall not regulate traffic and directional signs installed by a government 
entity; signs not intended to be viewed from and not readable from a public right-of-
way; window merchandise displays; point-of-purchase advertising displays, legal 
notices required by law; barber poles; historic site plaques; gravestones; structures 
intended for a separate use, such as phone booths, Goodwill containers and recycling 
containers; lettering or symbols painted directly on or attached to an operable motor 
vehicle operating in the normal course of business.  

 
22.44.015 - Definitions.  

Definitions as used in this chapter, unless additional meaning clearly appears from 
the context, shall have the following meanings: (Definitions of signs in categories that 
describe content remain for context, but are not regulated as such.) 
 

"Advertising vehicle" means any vehicle or trailer placed on a public right-of-way, on 
public property, or on private property, having attached thereto or located thereon any 
sign or advertising device which advertises a product, business or service, or directs 
people to a business or activity located on the same or nearby property or any premises. 
This provision is not to be construed as prohibiting the identification of a firm or its principal 
products on a vehicle operated during the normal course of business. Franchised buses 
or taxis are specifically excluded from this definition.  

"Awning" means a rigid shelter that proceeds outward from a building and has a cloth 
or lightweight cover, through which light cannot pass.  

"Awning, illuminated" means a rigid shelter that proceeds outward from a building and 
has a cloth or light weight cover, which is designed to be illuminated from within.  

"Banner" means any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material.  
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"Building-mounted sign" means any sign attached to or erected against the wall of a 
building being parallel or approximately parallel to such wall; and exceeds a distance of 
fifteen inches from such wall.  

"Canopy" means a rigid shelter that proceeds outward from a building and has a rigid 
cover.  

"Corporate flag" means a flag that carries a logo, trademark or corporate seal of a 
company or organization and does not carry another commercial message.  

"Exterior wall" means any wall or element of a wall or any member or group of 
members which defines the exterior boundaries or courts of a building and which has a 
slope of sixty degrees or greater with the horizontal plane.  

"Fascia" means any relatively narrow vertical surface which is projected or 
cantilevered or supported on columns or on an element other than a wall below.  

"Flag" means a piece of cloth, attached to a staff or pole, with distinctive colors, 
patterns or symbolic devices, used as a symbol for a government, corporation, or other 
organization.  

"Freestanding sign" means any sign which is supported by one or more uprights, 
poles or braces in or upon the ground.  

"Hours-of-operation" means the actual hours when the building is open for business 
or in preparation of opening or closing.  

"Industrial park" means a multiple building complex.  
Diagram 22.44.015  

Walls and Roofs  
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"Inflatable signs" means balloons or other gas-filled figures. For purposes of this 
section, inflatable signs shall be treated as temporary signs.  

"Mansard roof" means a roof or roof-like facade with a slope of sixty degrees or more 
from the horizontal and architecturally able to be treated as a building wall.  
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"Monument sign" means a freestanding sign not more than six feet in height, which 
is attached to the ground by means of a wide base of solid appearance.  

"Multiple building complex" means a group of two or more commercial or industrial 
structures sharing a common development plan.  

"Multiple tenant building" means a single structure housing two or more commercial 
or industrial businesses which share the same lot, access and/or parking facilities.  

"Off-premises sign" means any sign used for the purpose of identifying or directing 
attention to a business, product or service not located on the lot where such sign is 
displayed.  

"Parapet wall" means that part of any wall entirely above the roofline.  
"Pennants" means any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not 

containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, string, or other device, 
usually in series, designed to move in the wind.  

"Point-of-purchase sign" means any exterior sign that suggests a specific product or 
service being available for purchase.  

"Public facade" means any side of a commercial building having a doorway open for 
regular ingress and egress by customers. For purposes of determining sign size 
allowances on multiple tenant facilities having individual entrances for businesses, the 
"public facade" of a particular business means that portion of the total public facade upon 
which the business has frontage.  

"Ribbons" has the same meaning as pennants.  
"Roofline" means where a wall meets the roof.  
"Shopping center" means multiple building complex.  
"Sign" means any visual communication device, structure or fixture that is intended 

to aid an establishment in identification and to advertise and/or promote a business, 
service, activity or interest. A sign shall not be considered to be a building or structural 
design, but shall be restricted solely to graphics, symbols or written copy that is meant to 
be used in the aforementioned way set forth in this section.  

"Sign structure" means any structure which supports or is capable of supporting any 
sign defined in this code.  

"Streamers" has the same meaning as pennants.  
"Temporary sign" means any sign, banner, pennant, valance, or advertising display 

constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, wall board or other light materials, 
with or without frames, intended to be displayed for a limited period of time only.  

"Valance" means the leading edge or vertical surface of an awning or canopy.  
"Wall sign" means any sign attached to or painted directly on a wall, or erected against 

a wall of a building being parallel or approximately parallel to such wall; and does not 
exceed a distance of fifteen inches from such wall.  
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22.44.020 - Compliance required.  

No sign shall be permitted in the Tumwater UGA unless it conforms to the provisions 
of this chapter.  
 
22.44.030 - Off-premises signs.  

This chapter prohibits off-premises signs except as provided in TCC Section 
22.56.170.  
 
22.44.040 - Height regulations—Front or side yard setback area.  

Signs located within the front or side yard setback area shall comply with fence height 
regulations as outlined in Section 22.46.030. Multiple tenant building and multiple building 
complex identification signs are exempted from these requirements as provided in 
Section 22.44.155A of this code. Signs located within the front or side yard setback areas 
shall not be higher than forty-two inches in height except as otherwise exempted in 
Section 22.44.155A.  
 
22.44.050 - Permit—Required.  

A. No sign shall be erected, altered or relocated without a sign permit issued by the 
county, except where only the actual sign face or wording is changed, to include the 
change in business occupancy, repainted, cleaned, repaired or maintained without 
structural or size alterations. The signs listed in TCC Section 22.44.070 under exempt 
signs are exempt from the requirements of this subsection.  

B. State electrical permits shall be obtained for all electric signs. 
C. No permit for any sign shall be issued unless the sign complies with all requirements 

of this chapter and applicable regulations of the Uniform Building Code.  
 
22.44.060 - Permit—Application.  

The application for a sign permit shall be filed with the county on forms furnished by 
the county. The application shall contain the location of the sign structure, the name and 
address of the sign owner and of the sign erector, drawings or photographs showing the 
design and location of the sign, and such other pertinent information as deemed 
necessary by the administrative official to ensure compliance with the ordinances of the 
county. A sign permit fee and a plans examination fee shall be paid in accordance with 
the county's adopted Uniform Building Code based on the value of construction.  
 
22.44.070 - Exemptions.   
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The following signs shall be permitted anywhere within the Tumwater UGA and are 
exempt from the permit requirements of this chapter, and shall not be included in the 
computation of sign size area for regulated signs. This shall not be construed as relieving 
the owner of the sign from the responsibility of its erection and maintenance and its 
compliance with any other applicable law or ordinance. Exempt signs are:  

A. Construction Ssigns which identify the future use of a site, architects, engineers, 
contractors, financial institutions, and other individuals or firms involved with the 
owner interest on sites under construction of a project, and that have obtained a 
building permit, but not including advertisement of any products, during the 
construction period, and up to thirty days after an occupancy permit has been 
issued, to a maximum area of thirty-two square feet per surface with a total of 
sixty-four square feet, per user, not to exceed four signs per project;  

 
B. Signs pertaining to the sale, lease or rental of developed residential property or 

buildings up to eight square feet in area, limited to one sign per street frontage;  
C. Signs advertising undeveloped residential property for sale, or the sale, lease or 

rental of commercial or industrial property of buildings up to thirty-two square feet 
in sign area;  

D. Names of buildings, commemorative tablets and the like when carved into stone, 
concrete or similar material, or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent-
type construction, made an integral part of the structure, and projecting no more 
than two inches from the wall; 

E. Signs directing traffic movement or parking into a premises or within a premises, 
not exceeding four square feet in area, and between three and five feet in height 
for each sign. Such sign may include an identification logo, but no wording except 
as related to directions;  

F. Signs not exceeding four square feet in area, attached flat against a building, 
stationary and not lighted, announcing only the names or occupation of the 
building tenant provided that not more than one such sign shall be allowed on 
any face of a building; 

G. Governmental or corporate flags with a total area of thirty square feet or less, 
which are flown from a permanent pole or standard in conjunction with the 
national flag of the United States in conformance with United States Public Law 
93-344;  

H. Signs which are within a ball park or other similar public or nonprofit recreational 
facility and are intended to be primarily viewed from within that facility;  

I. Seasonal displays and decorations not advertising a product, service or 
entertainment;  

J. Signs warning the public against hunting, fishing, trespassing, dangerous 
conditions, animals, swimming, or the like; 
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K. Official notices or advertisements posted or displayed by or under the direction 
of any public or court officer in the performance of his official or directed duties;  

L. Political campaign signs advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective 
office, or a political party, or a sign urging a particular vote on a public issue 
decided by ballot may be erected on any privately owned lot or parcel, excluding 
right-of-way. Each sign shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. 
For a successful candidate in a primary election, the sign may remain until the 
final election but shall be removed within fifteen days after that election. The 
candidate or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its 
removal and subject to the penalties as provided in this title; (Removed for 
identifying content and/or category.) 

 
M. Protest or picket signs; (Removed for identifying content and/or category.) 
 
N. Any special event signs or displays such as search lights, pennants, streamers, 

ribbons, air-filled figures or gas-filled figures, subject to the following restrictions: 
1. Such displays shall conform to the height restrictions for permitted signs, and 
2. Such displays shall be allowed for a period of time not to exceed fourteen 

days in any calendar year; and  
O. Signs up to four square feet which show the meeting location for a service club 

or fraternal organization. (Removed for identifying content and/or category.) 
 
22.44.075 - Conditional exemptions.  

Except to the extent that permits may be required under the Uniform Building Code 
the following signs are exempt from the permit requirements of this chapter, but they shall 
be included in the computation of sign size area for regulated signs:  

A. Any temporary sign, banner, or point-of-purchase sign intended to be displayed 
for a limited period of time;  

B. Signs flush-mounted or painted directly on the wall of a building, or erected 
against the wall of a building parallel or approximately parallel to the wall and not 
extending further than fifteen inches from the wall; and  

C. Product dispensers.  
  
22.44.080 - Prohibited signs.   

The following signs are prohibited:  
A. Signs which are of a size, location, movement, content, coloring or manner of 

illumination which may be confused with or construed as a traffic-control device 
or which hides from view any traffic or street sign or signal, or which obstructs the 
view in any direction at a street or road intersection;  
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B. Signs which purport to be, or are, an imitation of, or resemble an official traffic 
sign or signal, and which bear the words, "stop," "caution," "danger," "warning," 
or similar words;  

C. Signs which contain or consist of spinners, strings of light bulbs, blinking or 
fluctuating lights, or other similar or moving devices, except public service signs, 
or changing message center signs which show time and temperature only;  

D. Signs which are pasted or attached to utility poles, trees, other signs, rocks, or 
other natural features;  

E. Any sign which is not permanently anchored or affixed to the ground, structure or 
building, and which does not permanently identify or contain the name of the 
service or business on whose property the sign is located, excepting signs which 
also serve as a point-of-purchase sign, but including any sign displayed on an 
abandoned vehicle or trailer. This regulation shall not be deemed to prohibit 
advertising on moving vehicles on public streets, unless such advertising is 
located on an advertising vehicle;  

F. Signs erected upon, against or directly above the roof or on top of or above the 
parapet of a building, or located on any portion of a parapet which is located more 
than twenty-four inches higher than the main roofline of a building. For the 
purposes of this section, the face of a mansard roof or fascia shall not be 
considered to be a part of the roof;  

G. Signs which are not the primary use of the land on which they are located, except 
those allowed under this chapter, except also those allowed by special use 
permit;  

H. Any sign or illumination that causes any direct glare into or upon any building 
other than the building to which the sign may be related;  

I. Signs, except those of an official nature, which are located upon or projecting 
over public streets, sidewalks or rights-of-way;  

J. Signs which are attached to fences, except those signs erected in conformance 
with TCC Section 22.44.070H; and  

K. Freestanding signs which are greater than thirty feet in height.   
 
22.44.090 - Existing signs.   

Any existing sign may continue to be in operation and be maintained after the 
effective date of this ordinance and shall be a legal nonconforming sign provided:  

A. The burden of establishing a sign to be legally nonconforming under this section 
rests upon the person or persons, firm or corporation claiming legal status for a 
sign;  

B. A nonconforming sign may not be structurally altered or relocated. However, if 
such alteration or relocation is required as a result of government action, then 
said action is exempt.  
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C. A nonconforming sign will cease to be a legal nonconforming sign if a structural 
alteration or relocation increases its nonconforming status. An increase in 
nonconforming status will be construed to be a violation of this chapter and such 
sign will be subject to removal as provided in this chapter and Chapter 22.54. 
Changes in the sign face wording of a nonconforming sign shall not be deemed 
an alteration under this section.  

D. A nonconforming sign will cease to be a legal nonconforming sign if 
improvements are made to the property on which the sign is located amounting 
to twenty-five percent or greater of the assessed valuation of the property within 
any twelve-month period. Improvements to single-family dwellings shall be 
exempt from this requirement. Improvements made to any residential structure 
due to fire, earthquake or storm damage, or other natural disasters shall be 
exempt from this requirement.  

 
22.44.100 - Inspection.  

Signs may be inspected periodically by the administrative official for compliance with 
this and other codes of the municipality.  
 
22.44.110 - Maintenance.  

All signs and components thereof shall be kept in good repair and in a safe, neat, 
clean and attractive condition. This section shall be subject to the enforcement and 
removal provisions contained in TCC Section 22.44.120.  
 
22.44.120 - Removal.  

A. If any permanent sign shall be unlawfully installed, erected or maintained in violation 
of any provisions of this section, the owner or the person or firm maintaining same 
shall, upon written notice by the administrative official, make such sign conform to the 
provisions of this chapter, or shall remove it within thirty days. Such party shall only 
be authorized to exercise the appeal rights set forth in Chapter 22.62 after application 
has been made and permit fees paid, if applicable; provided, the thirty-day appeal 
period shall commence upon the date of notice, whether a permit was applied for or 
not.  

B. If any temporary sign shall be unlawfully installed, erected or maintained in violation 
of any provisions of this section, the owner or the person or firm maintaining same 
shall, upon written notice by the administrative official, make such sign conform to the 
provisions of this chapter, or shall remove it within forty-eight hours. Administrative 
review shall not be authorized for interpretations regarding temporary signs. In the 
event compliance is not obtained, enforcement action including the imposition of 
penalties shall be brought by the prosecuting attorney.  
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C. If any order of the administrative official, as set forth in subsection A or B, above, is 

not complied with, the administrative official may cause such sign to be removed at 
the expense of the owner or lessee.  

D. Signs which the administrative official finds upon public streets, sidewalks, rights-of-
way, or other public property may be immediately removed by the administrative 
official without prior notice. Hazardous signs shall be removed in accordance with the 
Uniform Building Code.  

 
22.44.130 - Area measurements.  

A. The sign area of a freestanding sign is the entire background of a sign upon which a 
message could be placed, counting all faces including the frame but not other 
supporting structure unless such supporting structure conveys a message. Of the 
total area of freestanding sign, not more than fifty percent may be on one face. Refer 
to Diagram 22.44.130.  

B. Unless otherwise clearly shown by a frame or border, the sign area of a wall-mounted 
sign is measured by the smallest regularly-shaped figure or contiguous figures which 
may be drawn around the message shown. Examples are set forth in Diagram 
22.44.130.  

C. Structures requiring separate building permits for architectural and identifications for 
access entrance to long plat housing projects, commercial parks, industrial parks 
(none of which are parks only), shall be considered buildings.  

Diagram 22.44.130 Sign Area Measurement  
Pole Sign Examples are Based on a Total Allowable Area of Two Hundred Square Feet  

(Find Figure 22.44.130) 
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22.44.140 - Residential zone districts.  

The following regulations shall apply to all residential zone districts (RSR, 
residential/sensitive resource; SFL, single-family low density residential; SFM, single-
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family medium density residential; MFM, multifamily medium density residential; MFH, 
multifamily high density residential):  

A. A sign not to exceed six square feet may be permitted to identify the occupant, 
permitted home occupation and address;  

B. One thirty-two-square-foot monument sign may be permitted for each street 
frontage to identify the name of the residential development or multiple-unit 
residential building of eight units or more;  

C. Any sign located within the front or side yard area shall comply with fence height 
regulations, as outlined in Chapter 22.46;  

D. One sign having a total of twelve square feet may be permitted to identify each 
nonresidential use, except home occupations which are limited by subsection A 
of this section; and  

E. In all residential zone districts, the height of any freestanding sign shall not 
exceed six feet.  

 
22.44.150 - Commercial and industrial zone districts.   

A. The following general regulations shall apply to the following zone districts: NC, 
neighborhood commercial; CD, commercial development; MU, mixed use; GC, 
general commercial; LI, light industrial; HI, heavy industrial; and BP, business park:  
1. Any sign located within the front yard area shall comply with fence height 

regulations, as outlined in Chapter 22.46;  
2. Signs shall be located at least two feet from the curb line or a service drive or 

travel lane;  
3. All building-mounted signs shall be flush against the building and shall not project 

above the roof line; 
4. No freestanding sign shall be permitted to be higher than the principal building 

on the lot; provided, that no sign shall be higher than thirty feet, and provided also 
that the height of any freestanding sign shall be limited to the heights set forth 
within each zoning district.  

B. Signs in the NC, neighborhood commercial zone district, shall be limited to a total of 
eighty square feet on all faces of all permanent freestanding signs, provided that no 
one sign face is larger than fifty percent of the total allowable sign area. Wall and 
building mounted signs shall be limited to an area not to exceed twenty percent of the 
public facade, provided that the total area of signs on an individual public facade or 
other wall of a building does not exceed fifty percent of the sign area allowed for 
freestanding signs. Twenty-five square feet shall be allowed for temporary signs; 
however, the temporary sign allowance shall be included in the signage amounts 
allowed for permanent signs. No freestanding sign shall be higher than ten feet.  

C. Signs in the MU, mixed use; GC, general commercial; CD, commercial development; 
LI, light industrial; and HI, heavy industrial zone districts, shall be limited to a total of 
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two hundred square feet on all faces of all permanent freestanding signs; provided, 
that no one sign face is larger than fifty percent of the total allowable sign area. Wall 
and building mounted signs shall be limited to an area not to exceed twenty percent 
of the public facade, provided that the total area of signs on an individual public 
facade or other wall of a building does not exceed fifty percent of the sign area allowed 
for freestanding signs. Seventy-five square feet shall be allowed for temporary signs; 
however, the temporary sign allowance shall be included in the signage amounts 
allowed for permanent signs. No freestanding sign shall be higher than thirty feet.  

D. Illuminated awnings may be used in place of building-mounted signs in any 
commercial or industrial zone district, subject to the following restrictions:  
1. Illuminated awnings shall not cover more than thirty-three percent of the face of 

any building;  
2. Illuminated awnings shall not be placed higher than the first story of any building; 

and  
3. Illuminated awnings shall conform to the hours of illumination set forth in Section 

22.44.170D.  

Figure 22.44.150  

Commercial/Industrial Sign Size Allowances  

Zoning 
District 

Freestanding and 
Building Mounted 

Signs (square feet) 
(See Note 1) 

(permit required) 

Wall Signs (no 
permit required) 

Temporary 
Signs 

(square feet) 

Sign 
Height 
(See 

Note 2) 
(feet) 

Monument 
Sign 

NC* 80 

No greater than 
twenty percent/side 

of building (also 
including temporary 
signs) (See Note 3) 

For illuminated 
awnings (See Note 

4)  

25 10 optional 

MU 200 75 30 optional 

HI 200 75 30 optional 

LI 200 75 30 optional 

GC 200 75 30 optional 

CD 200 75 30 optional 

GB 32 N/A 6 required 
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OS 32 N/A 6 required 

Notes:  

1.  May not exceed fifty percent of maximum allowance per sign face (Section 
22.44.150).  

2.  The height of any freestanding sign may not exceed the height of the principal 
building.  

3.  The temporary sign allowance is included in the amount of signage allowed for 
permanent, nonpermitted (exempt) signs.  

4.  Illuminated awnings may be allowed in place of wall signs. See Section 
22.44.150D.  

5.  Signs on awnings are included in Column 2, even though permits may be 
required.  

6.  Product dispensers (vending machines) are included in the maximum amount 
allowed for freestanding signs. 

NC Neighborhood commercial  

MU Mixed Use  

HI Heavy industrial  

LI Light industrial  

GC General commercial  

CD Commercial development  

GB Greenbelt  

OS Open space  

* Illuminated signs are restricted in this zone: See Section 22.44.170D.  

22.44.155 - Multiple building complexes and multiple tenant buildings.  

The following regulations shall apply to all freestanding signs located within multiple 
building complexes, or intended to serve multiple tenant buildings. Any wall signs for such 
complexes or buildings shall conform to the sign size restrictions set forth in Section 
22.44.150. 

A. One freestanding sign for a multiple building complex or a multiple tenant building 
may be located within yard setback areas, provided that it is part of an overall 
landscaping plan and it is not determined by the county to create a sight distance 
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hazard. Any such sign in a yard setback area may exceed the height limits set 
forth in Section 22.44.040, but it must conform to all other height restrictions in 
the underlying zone district.  

B. Any freestanding sign for a multiple building complex or multiple tenant building 
located outside yard setback areas may exceed the maximum freestanding sign 
size restrictions set forth in Section 22.44.150 by thirty-five percent, provided that 
the sign is a part of a consistent signage plan for the entire site.  

C. For multiple building complexes or multiple tenant buildings having more than fifty 
thousand square feet of floor area, monument signs not exceeding forty percent 
of the size of the principal freestanding sign may be located at any other site 
entrance intended for use by the general public. These monument signs are 
permitted in addition to the freestanding sign allowed in Section 22.44.155A, and 
shall not be included in the overall sign size computation for the development.  

 
22.44.160 - Greenbelt and open space zone districts.  

The following regulations shall apply to the GB, greenbelt, and OS, open space zone 
districts:  

A. One thirty-two-square-foot monument sign may be permitted for each street 
frontage to identify the name of the development or building;  

B. Any sign located within the front yard shall comply with fence height regulations, 
as outlined in Section 22.46.030, relating to residential zones; and  

C. All signs other than those regulated by subsection A of this section shall be limited 
to a total of twelve square feet on all faces of all signs.  

 
22.44.170 - Exterior lighting.  

The use of exterior lighting shall be subject to the following regulations:  
A. In conjunction with any commercial use, an exterior light source shall not be 

located above the building height of the nearest commercial building to which the 
light pertains;  

B. Light which either prevents or tends to prevent proper interpretation of traffic-
control lighting or signs shall not be permitted;  

C. Signs may be illuminated except that such illumination shall not blink, fluctuate or 
move. Light rays shall directly shine only upon the sign or upon the property within 
the premises;  

D. In the NC, neighborhood commercial zone district and the MU, mixed use zone 
district, signs may be illuminated during the actual hours of operation of the 
business, or until ten p.m., whichever is later.  

(END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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ATTACHMENT – D 
Chapter 23.42 - SIGNS  

Sections:  
 

23.42.020 - Purpose.  

It is the purpose of this chapter to safeguard the life, health and welfare of the citizens 
of the Olympia UGA by regulating and controlling the design, quality of materials, 
construction, location, use, electrification and maintenance of all signs and sign 
structures. The intent of the standards set forth below is to: (A) encourage the design of 
signs that attract and invite the public's attention; (B) promote the enhancement of 
business properties and their neighborhoods through the erection of signs 
complementary with their buildings and uses and harmonious with their surroundings; (C) 
to protect the public's interest and safety; and (D) to protect the right of business to identify 
its premises and advertise products on the premises through the use of signs. This 
chapter shall not regulate building design, official directional signs, traffic signs, copy of 
signs (except as provided in Section 23.42.120Q5), design of signs, signs not intended 
to be viewed from a public right-of-way, window displays, point of purchase advertising 
displays such as product dispensers and candy machines, national flags, flags of political 
subdivisions, gravestones, holiday decorations, historical site plaques or other such signs 
of a noncommercial nature.  
 

23.42.040 - Applicability.  

No signs shall be erected or maintained in any land use district established by this 
code, except those signs specifically identified in this chapter. The number and size of 
signs as outlined in this chapter are intended to be maximum standards.  
 

23.42.060 - General sign regulations.  

A. Design Review of Signs. 
1. In applying the design criteria set forth above, or the design guidelines, the 

department may deny or further restrict signs otherwise authorized or regulated 
in other sections of this chapter. It is intended that the general provisions of this 
chapter are subordinate to the design criteria and design guidelines, if the criteria 
and guidelines are more restrictive.  

2. The appeal procedures set out in TCC Section 23.50.140 for signs subject to 
design review shall apply.  

B. Enforcement and Removal. The department may order the removal of any sign 
erected or maintained in violation of these standards. The department shall give thirty 
days’ notice in writing to the owner of the sign, or, if the sign owner cannot be located, 
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to the owner of the property upon which the sign is erected. If the sign or property 
owner has not removed or corrected the sign within the thirty-day period, the 
department may order the removal of the sign and charge for removal shall become 
a lien on the property. If the department finds that any sign is in violation of these 
standards to the extent that it presents an immediate and serious danger to the public, 
the department may order its immediate removal. (See nonconforming signs, Section 
23.42.140.) 

C. Fees. A sign permit fee shall be paid as established by an ordinance adopted by the 
board of county commissioners.  

D. Maximum Height. The maximum allowable height for all signs shall be thirty-five feet 
from ground level to sign top unless further restricted by individual use districts, 
design review criteria or guidelines, exceptions that, on buildings that are over thirty-
five feet in height, flush- mounted signs only, may be located more than thirty-five feet 
above ground level.  

E. New Signs, Repairs, Alterations, Abandoned Signs. 
1. No new sign shall be erected nor any existing sign structurally altered, that is not 

in compliance with these standards, the provisions of the use district in which it 
is located and any other pertinent federal, state or local regulations.  

2. All signs shall be kept in good repair and shall be maintained in a safe, neat, 
clean and attractive condition.  

3. Abandoned and out-of-date signs shall be removed. See "Nonconforming Signs." 
4. No sign shall be erected or maintained in such a manner that any portion of its 

surface or supports will interfere in any way with the free use of any fire escape, 
exit or standpipe. No sign shall be erected or maintained so as to obstruct any 
window so that light or ventilation is reduced below minimum standards required 
by an applicable law or the Uniform Building Code.  

5. Signs shall not interfere, confuse or conflict with the recognition and visibility of 
any traffic control or directional devices or street name signs, nor shall any sign 
be so placed as to cause visual obstruction of any public right-of-way.  

F. No Permit Required. The following signs do not require a permit: 
1. Signs erected by government agencies to implement public policy;  
2. Real estate signs subject to the requirements of Section 23.42.1200; 
3. On-premise occupant name plates not exceeding three square feet in area;  
4. Changing of advertising on a legal changeable copy sign; 
5. On-premise contractor job sSigns on sites actively under construction not 

exceeding thirty-six square feet in area; 
6. Temporary signs less than six square feet in sign surface area on private property 

and installed less than forty-two inches above ground.  
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G. Nonconforming Signs. Except as otherwise provided, any sign which is 

nonconforming shall not be structurally altered without being brought into compliance 
with the requirements of this title. See definition of signs, abandoned.   

H. Permit Application. A permit shall be obtained from the department for the installation 
of a new sign or the structural alteration of an existing sign.  
1. Application for a sign permit shall be made in writing upon forms provided by the 

department. Structural detail, all dimensions, materials, illumination and 
advertising copy must be included.  

2. A plot plan showing property lines, all abutting public right-of-way, buildings and 
other structures on the property, existing signs and proposed sign locations, shall 
be included with the application.  

3. For larger signs or unusual installation conditions, additional engineering 
information and/or structural detail stamped by a structural engineer registered in 
the state of Washington may be required.  

4. No sign permit shall be issued for an enterprise using nonconforming signs in the 
Olympia UGA unless the user or owner brings said signs into conformance or 
removes them.  

I. Signs and Street Graphics Criteria. 
a. Signs shall be designed to be harmonious with building design and appropriate 

to the activity occurring on the site.  
2. Signs and graphics shall complement or enhance the visual character of the land 

use zone in which they are located.  
3. The scale of a sign shall be in proportion to the building and site. 
4. The number of signs shall be minimized, and the graphic design shall be reviewed 

in order to avoid visual clutter.  
5. Design elements, such as the size, shape, materials, lighting, color, lettering style 

shall be harmonious. The use of easily recognized symbols is encouraged.  
6. Sign area is computed per side. 

J. Structural Requirements. The structure and erection of signs within the Olympia UGA 
shall be governed by the Uniform Building Code, 1994 Edition (or any subsequent 
edition adopted by the County).   

 

23.42.080 - Prohibited signs.  

The following types of signs are prohibited:  
A. Animated signs. Exception: traditional barber signs; 
B. Portable signs. Exception: sidewalk or sandwich board signs; 
C. Signs advertising products not sold on premises; (but there is a variance under  
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D. Any sign over forty-two inches high in a required yard setback; 
E. No sign shall be in or over public right-of-way with the exception of projecting 

signs, sidewalk or sandwich board signs, political signs, or those legally mounted 
on a marquee;  

F. Off-premises commercial directional signs. Exceptions: A variance for an off-
premises commercial directional sign may be justified if all of the following can 
be found to apply:  
1. The use applying for the variance caters to the tourist through the on-premise 

provision of food, lodging or recreation.  
2. The use is located at least one city block from a major arterial (as designated 

by the county).  
3. Such signs shall be directional in nature only (no advertising other than 

location allowed).  
4. No more than two such signs for each occupancy shall be approved. 
5. The total area for a sign shall be a maximum of fifty square feet, but shall not 

exceed the allowable area in the respective use district.  
6. Such a sign shall meet all other applicable provisions of these standards; 

G. Outdoor advertising signs. 
 

23.42.100 - District regulations.  

A. General Commercial District. 
1. The minimum setback for signs in the general commercial district shall be the 

same as provided for buildings; except: The front yard setback shall be a 
minimum of five feet if abutting a principal arterial (major arterial) with a right-of-
way of eighty feet or less, provided that:  
a. The sign owner agrees to assume all expenses of relocating the sign when 

and if the county acquires additional right-of-way; and  
b. The sign owner provides the county with an appropriate legal document 

binding the owner and any future heirs or assigns to such agreement.  
B. Medical Service (MS), Professional Office/Residential Multifamily (PO/RM); 

1. Signs shall be indirectly lighted only (backlit), provided that flush-mounted signs 
may be back lit or lit from inside the sign.  

2. Each use within a multiple occupancy building shall be permitted either one of 
the following: one twenty-four square foot flush-mounted sign or one twenty-four 
square foot sign per street frontage.  

3. Signs for apartment buildings shall not exceed sixteen square feet in sign surface 
area.  
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4. Signs shall be flush-mounted or ground signs only. 
5. Exceptions. 

a. Commercial parking lots may be allowed one pole sign per street frontage, 
but in no case shall there be more than two pole signs. Each sign may have 
a maximum of twenty-four square feet of sign surface area if they have more 
than one face. Single-faced pole signs may have a maximum of twelve 
square feet surface area. Maximum height is twenty feet.  

b. Hotels, motels, restaurants, nightclubs, taverns and lounges may have one 
pole sign per street frontage not to exceed fifty square feet of sign surface 
area if they have more than one face. Single-faced pole signs may have a 
maximum of twenty-five square feet of sign surface area. Maximum height 
permitted is twenty feet;  

C. Multifamily (RM-18). 
1. Signs shall be flush-mounted only; however, ground mounted signs no more than 

forty-two inches from ground level to sign top are permitted,  
2. Signs shall be indirectly lighted (backlit) only, 
3. Signs shall not exceed sixteen square feet in sign surface area, 
4. There shall be only one sign, provided that two signs are permitted where there 

are entrances off two public rights-of-way,  
5. See design guidelines, Section 23.04A.170;  

D. Neighborhood Retail (NR) District. 
1. Pole signs are prohibited. 
2. Other accessory signs shall be located on the premises with the use they are 

identifying. 
3. No sign shall protrude more than two feet into any required yard, nor shall the top 

of the sign protrude above the top of the building.  
4. The aggregate gross area of all permanent exterior signs for any one use shall 

not exceed a ratio of one and one-half square feet of area to one lineal foot of 
principal street frontage occupied by such use, and in no case shall a sign be 
larger than one hundred square feet.  

5. Signs may be illuminated, provided they are not flashing, animated or unusually 
bright or glaring.  

E. R-4, R 4—8, R 6—12, MR 7—13, MR 10—18 Districts. 
1. Signs shall be flush-mounted or ground signs only. 
2. There shall be only one sign per parcel, unless otherwise provided for in this 

code. 
3. Signs shall be indirectly lighted (backlit) only. 
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4. Signs shall not exceed two square feet in sign surface area, except as provided 
in Section 23.42.120P.  

5. See design guidelines, Section 23.04A.170, Multifamily—Signs.  
 

23.42.120 - Permitted signs.  

(Note: The following provisions apply throughout the Olympia UGA unless modified 
by zone district restrictions.)  

A. Awning Signs. Any sign on awnings is limited to business name, logo, and 
address only. Awning signs shall be considered wall signs for purposes of this 
chapter. Awning signs may not be backlit, except that area containing a sign band 
(sign letters and/or logo). All awnings which are illuminated must meet state 
energy code requirements.  

B. Commercial Parking Lots. Commercial parking lots may be allowed one flush-
mounted or pole sign per street frontage, each sign not exceeding twenty-four 
square feet in sign surface area.  

C. Development Signs (Commercial). A sign not exceeding fifty square feet in sign 
surface area and not over forty-two inches in height and located at the entry to 
the development (one per entry). The sign will be allowed to have the name of 
the business within the development plus a directory of the business within the 
development. The business names shall be limited to one-tenth of the total sign 
size and shall be small enough to allow all present and future businesses to be 
installed or none shall be installed. The total directory shall not exceed sixty 
percent of the total sign surface area.  

D. Development Signs (Residential). A sign not exceeding fifty square feet in sign 
surface area not over forty-two inches in height and located at the entry to the 
development (one per entry). The sign will be allowed to have the name of the 
development only.  

E. Directional Signs. Directional signs or informational signs of a public or quasi-
public nature not exceeding sixteen square feet in sign surface area may be 
erected or maintained by an official or civic body.  

F. Driveway Entrances. Driveway entrance/exit signs are allowed a maximum area 
four square feet. No advertising permitted. Maximum forty-two inches above 
grade.  

G. Entrance Signs. Entrance signs shall be flush-mounted and shall be installed in 
accordance with the following standards:  
1. Individual uses within a shopping center which do not have a marquee may 

have one entrance sign over each exterior entrance, not to exceed six square 
feet in area. Exception: If the floor area for the use exceeds twenty thousand 
square feet, a shopping center may have one additional entrance sign per 
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exterior entrance with a maximum sign surface less than thirty-two square 
feet.  

2. In a single building situation such as a hotel with a dining room, coffee shop, 
barber shop, etc., each business use shall be allowed one entrance sign not 
exceeding ten square feet in area in addition to the signs allowed at the hotel 
as a whole.  

3. Individual uses without a marquee may have one additional entrance sign 
over each exterior entrance not exceeding six square feet in area.  

H. Flush-Mounted Signs. Flush-mounted signs shall be installed in accordance with 
the following standards:  
1. Individual businesses within a shopping center may have one flush-mounted 

sign per exterior entrance.  
2. Signs shall not project more than twelve inches away from the wall to which 

they are attached nor extend beyond either end of such wall, or above the 
roof line.  

3. Flush-mounted signs shall not exceed one square foot of sign surface area 
per one foot of length of the wall on which it is mounted, or two hundred 
square feet, whichever is less.  

4. Each individual use having frontage or exposure to a street, court or other 
public way (not including alleys) may have one flush-mounted sign for each 
frontage or exposure.  

I. Ground Signs. Ground signs shall be installed in accordance with the following 
standards: 
1. Uses Permitted Ground Signs. Any use not located within a shopping center 

may install a ground sign in lieu of a permitted pole or flush-mounted sign.  
2. Ground signs shall not be more than forty-two inches from grade to the top 

of the sign.  
J. Marquee Signs. Marquee signs shall be installed in accordance with the following 

standards: 
1. Any individual use with a marquee may have one marquee sign per exterior 

entrance. 
2. Individual users within a shopping center may have one additional marquee 

sign per exterior entrance in addition to the flush-mounted sign subject to the 
following requirements:  
a. The floor area for the use exceeds twenty thousand square feet. 
b. The maximum sign surface area does not exceed thirty-two square feet. 

3. Marquee signs shall be located under the marquee, or on the top or on any 
face of the marquee.  
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4. The vertical measurement of the sign shall not exceed twelve inches. 
5. If located under the marquee, the sign shall not have less than an eight-foot 

minimum clearance nor exceed four feet in length.  
6. If located on the top of the marquee, the sign shall be parallel to the plane of 

the wall to which the marquee is attached.  
7. No portion of the sign may project out beyond the marquee. 
8. Marquee signs are exempt from the aggregate sign surface area 

requirements. 
K. Noncommercial Signs. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, noncommercial 

signs shall meet the following requirements:  
1. Temporary Noncommercial Signs. 

a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 23.42.060.  
b. Such signs shall not require a sign permit if less than six square feet in 

sign surface area and less than forty-two inches in height.  
c. In residential zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per street 

frontage, not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, placed 
wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  

d. In commercial and industrial zones, such signs shall be limited to one 
sign per street frontage not to exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area 
per side, placed wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of 
eight feet.  

2. Permanent Noncommercial Signs. 
a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 23.42.060.  
b. Such signs shall require a sign permit. 
c. If located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 

such signs shall meet the size and location requirements of the 
underlying zoning district for commercial signs.  

d. If not located on the premises of the business or residence or the owner, 
permanent noncommercial signs shall meet the size, height and location 
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs.  

 
L. Pole Signs. Pole-mounted signs shall be installed in accordance with the 

following standards:  
1. Single occupancy buildings are allowed one pole sign. 
2. The use may have one-pole sign per Frontage Street, but in no case shall 

there be more than two-pole signs. Exception: Service stations may have one 
pole sign only.  
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3. The maximum height of pole signs shall be thirty-five feet unless restricted 
by individual use districts.  

4. Pole signs shall not exceed two and one-half square feet in sign surface area 
per one foot of maximum lot length, or two hundred square feet, whichever 
is less (noting any restrictions of individual use districts).  

5. Pole signs erected after passage of these standards shall be placed in a 
planter box, or otherwise landscaped, with the area of the landscaping a 
minimum of one-half of the sign surface area of the sign.  

6. See design guidelines, Section 23.06A.360, Freeway corridor—Street 
signs—City street frontages.  

M. Political Signs. No sign permit is required. Political signs may not be placed in 
public parks or attached to traffic safety devices, telephone poles, power poles, 
or other public utility facilities. They may be placed upon private property or within 
the public right-of-way, provided that:  
1. The sign shall be placed no less than ten feet from the paved edge or traveled 

portions of the roadway. Signs placed within twenty feet of a street corner 
shall not exceed thirty-six inches in height within the clear sight triangle.  

2. The sign shall not interfere with traffic safety. 
3. If located in any residential zone district, they shall not exceed ten square 

feet of sign area. If located in any other zoning district, the maximum area 
shall be thirty-two square feet.  

4. Signs shall not exceed forty-two inches in height if placed in a residential 
district or in a required setback in any district. In other districts and outside of 
setbacks, they shall not exceed ten feet in height.  

5. Such signs must be removed five days after the election in which the 
candidate or issue advertised on a sign has been determined. For a 
successful candidate in a primary election the sign may remain until five days 
after the general election. The candidate or committee for which the sign is 
displayed shall be responsible for its removal and subject to the penalties as 
provided in this code.  

6. The candidate or committee for which the sign is displayed shall be subject 
to a fine or penalty for violation of these requirements as set forth in this title. 
(Though considered free speech, the provisions allowing placement in 
the public ROW amounts to a special privilege, and should be struck 
unless provided to all similar uses.) Should be considered 
noncommercial signage and covered under “K” above.)   

N. Projecting Signs. Projecting signs shall be installed in accordance with the 
following standards:  
1. Each single occupancy building not located in a shopping center may have 

one projecting sign if the building does not have a pole sign and if projecting 
signs are not specifically prohibited in the individual use district, except that, 
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if a use is contiguous to two parallel streets which are at least two hundred 
feet apart, a projecting sign is allowed on each of those streets or a projecting 
sign may be on one street and a pole sign on the other.  

2. Projecting signs shall not exceed fifty square feet in sign surface area. 
3. Projecting signs shall be installed in accordance with the following table: 

Clearance from Grade Maximum Sign Projection from Face of Building 

Less than eight feet Not permitted 

Eight to ten feet Under marquee only 

Over ten feet Three feet 

 
O. Real Estate Signs. No sign permit is required, except as provided in subsection 

6 below. All exterior real estate signs must be of wood or plastic or other durable 
material. The permitted signs with applicable limits are as follows:  
1. Residential "For Sale" and "Sold" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to one 

sign per street frontage not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, 
placed wholly on the property for sale, and not to exceed a height of seven 
feet.  

2. Residential Directional "Open House" Signs. Such signs shall be limited to 
one sign per street frontage on the premises for sale and three off-premises 
signs. However, if a broker/agent has more than one house open for 
inspection in a single development or subdivision, s/he is limited to four off-
premises "open house" signs in the entire development or subdivision. Such 
signs are permitted only during daylight hours and when the broker/agent or 
seller or an agent is in attendance at the property for sale. No such sign shall 
exceed five square feet in sign area per side. The sign may be placed along 
the periphery of a public right-of-way, provided it does not interfere with traffic 
safety, but it may not be attached to a utility pole or traffic safety device.  

3. Undeveloped Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. 
One sign per street frontage advertising undeveloped commercial and 
industrial property for sale or for rent is permitted while the property is actually 
for sale or rent. The sign shall not exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area 
per side and eight feet in height.  

4. Developed Commercial and Industrial Property "For Sale or Rent" Signs. One 
sign per street frontage advertising a commercial or industrial building for rent 
or sale is permitted while the building is actually for rent or sale. If one face 
of the building is less than ten feet from the building line, the sign shall be 
placed on the building or in a window. The sign shall not exceed eight feet in 
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height; if free-standing, it shall be located more than fifteen feet from any 
abutting property line and a public right-of-way line. Such sign shall not 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area per side.  

5. Undeveloped Residential Property "For Sale" Signs. One sign per street 
frontage advertising undeveloped residential property for sale is permitted 
not exceeding thirty-two square feet in area per side, nor exceeding a height 
of eight feet. If the sign is greater than five square feet in area, it must be 
placed more than thirty feet from the abutting owner's property line.  

6. Additional Signs. The department may grant a permit to allow temporary off-
premises signs in addition to those permitted above, not to exceed five 
square feet in size per side, or forty-two inches in height. Notice of adjacent 
property owners shall not be required. Such additional signs may be used to 
advertise open houses, to provide directions to new developments, or for 
similar purposes. Such signs may be placed along the periphery of the public 
right-of-way, provided they do not interfere with traffic safety, but they may 
not be attached to utility poles or traffic safety devices. The department shall 
determine the number and locations of such signs, and the period during 
which they may be displayed. The department shall take into account the 
number of existing signs in any proposed location, and shall limit or prohibit 
new ones so as to prevent a traffic safety hazard or a detrimental effect on 
neighboring property.  

P. Residential Signs—Generally. Nonresidential uses within residential districts are 
permitted one flush-mounted or ground sign having a maximum sign area of 
twenty-four square feet for each use. (See design guidelines, Section 
23.04A.170.)  
Exceptions:  
1. Preschools, Home Occupations, and Income Producing Uses in Co-Housing 

Developments. One flat unlighted flush-mounted sign on the building 
containing such uses is permitted. Such sign shall not exceed two square 
feet in sign surface area, nor shall any side exceed two linear feet. This sign 
shall state only the name of the occupant and the type of occupation. In co-
housing developments a structure containing multiple businesses may 
contain up to ten square feet of signage, at the rate of two square feet of 
signage per business; (Categorization of income producing activities is 
unnecessary.) 

2. Academic Schools. In addition to the flush or ground sign permitted, a pole 
sign not to exceed twenty feet in height and seventy-five square feet in sign 
surface area is permitted;  

3. Co-housing developments. 
 

Q. Roof Signs. Roof signs shall be installed in accordance with the following 
standards: 

000135



Option B-Remove only content language 
Deleted Text:   Strikethrough   Proposed Changes:   Underlined 
Staff Comments: (Italics)  Unaffected Omitted Text: (…) 

1. Each individual use may have one roof sign provided the use of roof signs is 
not prohibited in the individual use district and the use has no other sign on 
the building.  

2. Individual businesses within a shopping center may have one roof sign in lieu 
of any allowed flush-mounted signs.  

3. Roof signs shall not be more than six feet in height (including supporting 
structure), nor shall they be more than thirty-five feet above ground level, nor 
extend beyond the edge of the roof level upon which they are supported.  

4. Roof signs shall not exceed one square foot of sign surface area per foot of 
length of the main entrance wall of the use occupancy.  

5. The sign may only identify the building or occupant. No product advertising 
is allowed. 

R. Shopping Center Signs. Major and minor shopping center signs shall be installed 
in accordance with the following standards:  
1. Shopping centers may have one major identification sign per major arterial 

frontage and one minor identification sign per secondary or local street 
frontage, but in no case shall there be more than two major and two minor 
identification signs.  

2. The maximum height of a major or minor identification sign shall be thirty-five 
feet unless restricted by the individual use district.  

3. Major identification signs shall not exceed three hundred square feet in sign 
surface area.  

4. Minor identification signs shall not exceed one hundred fifty square feet in 
sign surface area.  

5. Identification signs shall be placed in a planter box or otherwise landscaped 
with the area of the landscaping a minimum of one-half of the sign surface 
area of the sign.  

S. Sidewalk Signs. One sidewalk or sandwich board sign per business shall be 
permitted subject to the following:  
1. Signs shall be located next to the curb edge of a sidewalk in such a manner 

so as not to interfere with the opening of car doors, bus stops, loading zones, 
or pedestrian traffic. An unobstructed passageway of forty-eight inches shall 
be maintained for wheelchair travel on all public and private right-of-ways.  

2. Signs shall be located directly in front of the sponsoring business during 
business hours only.  

3. Only uses within the neighborhood retail (NR), expand to include arterial 
commercial (AC), neighborhood village (NV), urban village (UV), etc., 
professional office/ residential multifamily (PO/RM), or general commercial 
(GC) districts are permitted sidewalk or sandwich board signs.  
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4. Owners of such signs shall assume liability for damage resulting from their 
use and shall provide the county with an appropriate legal document holding 
the county harmless for such resulting loss.  

5. No such sign shall be located so as to create a traffic safety hazard by 
interfering with the vision of drivers entering or leaving the premises.  

T. Temperature Signs. Time and temperature signs, public service signs and 
community bulletin boards are allowed.   

U. Temporary Signs. Temporary signs are allowed, provided that: 
1. Permits for such signs may be issued by the department not to exceed sixty 

days. 
2. No more than one such permit shall be issued at any one time per business 

occupancy, nor shall more than four such permits be issued to any one 
business during any twelve-month period.  

V. Theaters. Existing movie theaters are allowed to retain their traditional type of 
marquee sign without animated lighting.  

 
23.42.140 - Nonconforming signs.  

A. General. The erection or placement of any outdoor advertising sign, as defined in 
Section 23.02.180, is prohibited in any zone of the Olympia UGA. Outdoor advertising 
signs now in existence in any zone are declared nonconforming uses and may 
remain, subject to the following restrictions:  
1. A nonconforming outdoor advertising sign may not be increased in size or 

elevation, nor shall it be relocated to another site or to a new location on the same 
site.  

2. A nonconforming outdoor advertising sign may not be structurally altered. 
3. Any nonconforming outdoor advertising sign which is damaged or destroyed by 

fire, explosion, wind, act of nature or other accidental means may be restored if 
the cost thereof does not exceed fifty percent of its replacement cost. Outdoor 
advertising signs damaged in an amount in excess of fifty percent of replacement 
cost shall be removed.  

4. All nonconforming outdoor advertising signs shall be kept in good repair and 
maintained in a neat, clean, attractive and safe condition. Any work required to 
repair or maintain an outdoor advertising sign shall be completed promptly so 
long as the sign is not structurally altered. Grounds surrounding any outdoor 
advertising sign shall be kept free of debris, litter, and unsightly vegetation.  

B. Removal. 
1. Any outdoor advertising sign not meeting the restrictions of Section 23.42.140A1, 

2, and 3 above shall be removed within thirty days of the date an order is given 
by the department to remove.  
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2. If, in the opinion of the director, an outdoor advertising sign is not being 
maintained or kept in good repair as required by Section 23.42.140A4, the 
director shall give notice to the owner or person, firm or corporation having control 
of the sign to cure the lack of maintenance or repair within a time specified in the 
order. If acceptable maintenance or repair is not completed within the time 
specified, the sign shall be removed within ten working days from the date an 
order is given.  

3. The owner or person, firm or corporation having control of any outdoor advertising 
sign ordered removed pursuant to subsections B1 and B2 of this section may 
appeal such order of removal to the hearing examiner. Such appeal must be filed 
with the department within ten days of receipt of the order. Such appeal shall be 
considered pursuant to the procedures set forth in Chapter 2.06 of the Thurston 
County Code.  

(END NOTE: Option to recommend Board adopt uniform provisions for: requiring 
application standards, definitions, severability, and substitution clause.) 
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SUMMARY: The following is a list of the alternatives expressed throughout 
Options – A and B that may be, added to, substituted for, or narrowed to one from 
the alternatives listed below, and made uniform across all four codes.  Some of 
the entitlements for height, sign area, and permit requirements may be altered in 
order to be applied uniformly, i.e.- “Noncommercial Signs”.  **Numbering 
provided for reference only.   

 
PROHIBITING SIGNS IN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

8. Unless specifically allowed by another code provision, no sign may be located in 
the public rights-of-way other than road identification signs and directional signs 
erected by the county directing the public to public, civic, or nonprofit facilities; 
Traffic or other municipal signs, bench signs located at designated public transit 
bus stops, signs required by law or emergency, railroad crossing signs, legal 
notices; and any temporary, or non-advertising signs as may be authorized by 
the board.  (Clear prohibition to signs placed on public rights-of-way that 
does not serve a public purpose.) 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

1. Construction sSigns which identify the future use of a site, architects, engineers, 
contractors, financial institutions, and other individuals or firms involved with the 
sites under construction of a project, but not including advertisement of any 
products, during the construction period, and up to thirty days after an occupancy 
permit has been issued; (Example of neutral language.) 

A. Construction Signs. A sign permit is required.  Such for signs may be displayed 
only after a building permit is obtained, and for a duration of 30-days, or during 
the a period of construction on the construction site. Only one such sign is 
permitted per construction project for each public street upon which the project 
fronts. The applicable limits are as follows: (This definition may work for across 
all four codes.) 
1. In all zones other than single-family residential zones, no construction 

temporary sign shall exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area (printed copy 
on one side only) or ten feet in height, nor be located closer than ten feet 
from the property line or closer than thirty feet from the property line of the 
abutting owner.  

2. In single-family residential zones, no construction temporary sign shall 
exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area (printed copy on one side only) or 
ten feet in height, nor be located closer than ten feet from the property line of 
the abutting owner. (Provides for temporary signs up to 32 square feet, 
after building permit is issued.  This separates it from real estate and 
makes a provision for construction signs without calling them 
construction signs.) 
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5. On-premise contractor job sSigns on site actively under construction not 
exceeding thirty-six square feet in area; 

 
TEMPORARY SIGNS 

6. Temporary advertising signs, not exceeding four square feet, advertising 
products or services of the building tenant, but not the name of the tenant. Such 
signs shall be temporarily attached to the wall or window of the building and shall 
be located below the building eave. Such signs shall be allowed for a period of 
time not to exceed fourteen days; (This would likely capture most 
political/protest signs, special events, garage sales, and real-estate signs.  
The sign area might be adjusted.  Also limits the duration.) 

6. Temporary advertising signs, one sign per street frontage, not exceeding six 
square feet in area, and not higher than six feet from grade, and placed within 
required yard setback.  (This would likely capture most political/protest signs, 
special events, garage sales, and real-estate signs.  The sign area might be 
four to six square feet.  Also limits the height, and location.) 

17. Signs up to four square feet which show the meeting location for a service club 
or fraternal organization. (Requires the reader to identify the sign as serving 
a club.  Maybe considered as a standard for exemption.) 

6. Temporary signs less than six square feet in sign surface area on private property 
and installed less than forty-two inches above ground.  

U. Temporary Signs. Temporary signs are allowed, provided that: 
1. Permits for such signs may be issued by the department not to exceed sixty 

days. 
2. No more than one such permit shall be issued at any one time per business 

occupancy, nor shall more than four such permits be issued to any one 
business during any twelve-month period. 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

16. Any special event signs or displays such as search lights, pennants, streamers, 
ribbons, air-filled figures or gas-filled figures, subject to the following restrictions: 

 --OR-- 
Any special event signs or displays without readable copy such as search lights, 
pennants, streamers, ribbons, air-filled figures or gas-filled figures, subject to the 
following restrictions:  
a. Such displays shall conform to the height restrictions for permitted signs, and 
b. Such displays shall be allowed for a period of time not to exceed fourteen 

days in any calendar year; and (Alternative to “Special Event Signs”.) 
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B. Grand Opening Displays.  No sign permit is required for . Such temporary signs, 
such as: posters, banners, strings of lights, clusters of flags, balloons or other air 
or gas filled figures, and searchlights are permitted for a period of seven days 
only to announce the opening of a completely new enterprise or the opening of 
an enterprise under new management. All such materials shall be removed 
immediately upon the expiration of seven days. Such displays are permitted only 
in districts where the enterprise so advertised is allowed under district zoning 
regulations. Searchlights may be permitted by any business or enterprise 
provided the beam of light does not flash against any building or does not sweep 
an arc of forty-five percent from vertical.  

(Regulates types of signs and displays “announcing” a new entity.  One question 
is if a size limitation should be noted, and time period extended to match special 
events noted below under “C”. 

C. Special Event Signs. No sign permit is required. Such temporary signs may be 
placed upon private property only and shall not be larger than four square feet. 
Such signs shall not be posted or attached to telephone poles, power poles or 
other public utility facilities. Such signs may be displayed thirty days prior to an 
event and must be removed within seven days after the event's conclusion. The 
event committee for which the sign is displayed shall be responsible for its 
removal and subject to the penalties as provided in this code. Searchlights may 
be permitted by any business or enterprise provided the beam of light does not 
flash against any building or does not sweep an arc of forty-five percent from 
vertical.  

SUBSTITUTION CLAUSE.  (Separate substitution clause allow for any permitted 
signage to be used for noncommercial purposes.  Standards for noncommercial 
and exempt signs would be addressed in each code.) 
 
Example: Noncommercial signs are allowed in all districts and may be substituted for 
any sign expressly allowed under this ordinance. 
 
ALL NONCOMMERCIAL SIGNS – (may also be interpreted as a substitution 
clause.) 

K. Noncommercial Signs. Unless otherwise provided in this chapter, noncommercial 
signs shall meet the following requirements:  
1. Temporary Noncommercial Signs. 

a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 23.42.060.  
b. Such signs shall not require a sign permit if less than six square feet in 

sign surface area and less than forty-two inches in height.  
c. In residential zones, such signs shall be limited to one sign per street 

frontage, not to exceed five square feet in sign area per side, placed 
wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of eight feet.  
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d. In commercial and industrial zones, such signs shall be limited to one 
sign per street frontage not to exceed thirty-two square feet in sign area 
per side, placed wholly on private property, and not to exceed a height of 
eight feet.  

2. Permanent Noncommercial Signs. 
a. Such signs shall meet the general requirements of Section 23.42.060.  
b. Such signs shall require a sign permit. 
c. If located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 

such signs shall meet the size and location requirements of the 
underlying zoning district for commercial signs.  

d. If not located on the premises of the business or residence of the owner, 
permanent noncommercial signs shall meet the size, height and location 
requirements for temporary noncommercial signs.  

 

000142


	RESOURCE STEWARDSHIP DEPARTMENT
	Background
	Recommended next steps

	6.29.2016_AGENDA-PC-SignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	Wednesday, June 29, 2016 – 3:30 p.m.
	The Thurston County Planning Commission is a citizen’s advisory commission to the Board of County Commissioners on land use planning matters, such as Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.  Planning Commission actions are in the form of r...
	AGENDA
	The items as listed do not signify a set order in which they will be held, which is at the discretion of the Chair.  The meeting may not take the time allotted and the Committee will adjourn when all business is complete.


	6.29.2016_Memo-PC-SignCodeSubcommitted.pdf
	Item: A-2; Amend Sign Codes Based on Recent U.S. Supreme Court Decision
	Item: A-2; Signs in the public Rights-of-Way

	Sign Code Administrator from:
	Citizen Group:
	Thurston County Sign Makers:

	6.29.2016_Minutes-PC-SignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

	7.13.2016_AGENDA-2ndPCSignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	Wednesday, July 13, 2016 – 3:30 p.m.
	The Thurston County Planning Commission is a citizen’s advisors to the Board of County Commissioners on land use planning matters, such as Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.  Planning Commission actions are in the form of recommendati...
	AGENDA
	The items as listed do not signify a set order in which they will be held, which is at the discretion of the Chair.  The meeting may not take the time allotted and the Committee will adjourn when all business is complete.


	7.13.2016_Memo-2ndPCSignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	Item: A-2; Amend Sign Codes Based on Recent U.S. Supreme Court Decision
	Item: A-2; Signs in the public Rights-of-Way


	7.13.2016_Minutes-PC_SignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

	9.21.2016_AGENDA-3rd-PC_SignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	Wednesday, September 21, 2016 – 3:30 p.m.
	The Thurston County Planning Commission is a citizen’s advisors to the Board of County Commissioners on land use planning matters, such as Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance amendments.  Planning Commission actions are in the form of recommendati...
	AGENDA
	The items as listed do not signify a set order in which they will be held, which is at the discretion of the Chair.  The meeting may not take the time allotted and the Committee will adjourn when all business is complete.


	9.21.2016_Minutes-PC SignCodeSubcommittee.pdf
	THURSTON COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

	Option A-Remove protected language-Replace with neutral.pdf
	ATTACHMENT - A
	ATTACHEMENT - B
	ATTACHMENT – C
	ATTACHMENT – D

	Option B-Remove content language.pdf
	ATTACHMENT - A
	ATTACHMENT – C

	Option C-Other options & Uniform general provisions.pdf
	CONSTRUCTION
	TEMPORARY SIGNS
	SPECIAL EVENTS




