Yelm Fire District

Proposition No. 1 - LEVY LID LIFT

Ballot Title: The Board of Fire Commissioners of Yelm Fire District adopted Resolution No. 145, concerning a proposition to increase the regular property tax rate. This proposition would authorize the District to increase its regular property tax levy rate to $1.50 per one thousand dollars of assessed value to be levied in 2006 and collected in 2007 as provided in Resolution No. 145.

Should this proposition be:

Approved

Rejected

Explanatory Statement: Yelm Fire District #2 has placed a proposition on the September 19, 2006, election ballot to restore the District’s regular real property tax levy to $1.50 per $1000 of assessed valuation. The tax increase is necessary to meet the increased costs of the District’s operations, which includes firefighter salaries. The tax levy provides funding for the maintenance, salaries, and operations of the District. Using $210,000 as the average cost of a home in District #2, the total tax levy at $1.50 per $1000 assessed property value would be $315 per year or $0.86 per day.

Explanatory Statement prepared by Charles (Skip) Houser III - Valz, Houser, Kogut and Barnes Attorney at Law

Statement For: 

Help Us, Help You!!!  Restore Fire District Funding . . .

Yelm Fire District generates its revenue from a tax levy based on the assessed value of the property in your district. We rely on our citizens of the district to support the community fire and emergency medical services. There is no other funding from any county, state, or federal source. Initiative 747 limits fire department tax collection to 1% without your approval regardless of the annual increase in assessed property value. Your taxes may go up, however, your fire tax contribution goes down.

Paid Staffing is Essential to Maintain Quality Emergency Response.

As the population increases, the demand for fire and emergency medical service increases. Our paid firefighters are stretched beyond their ability to answer every call for help. We continue to use skilled volunteers to assist the paid staff; however we can not rely entirely on volunteer staff. A restoration of the levy to the legal limit of $1.50 per one thousand assessed property values would enable us to support recruitment of paid and volunteer responders.

Please Vote Yes to Restore Funding for Your Fire District.

Using $210,000 as the average cost of a home in District #2, the total tax levy at $1.50 per $1000 assessed property value would be $315 per year or $0.86 per day. At less than $1.00 a day that is the most inexpensive fire insurance you can find.

Statement prepared by Citizens for Fire Protection - Yelm, Nichole Woolsey, Chair

Statement Against: No one could be found to write a statement

against the Yelm Fire District - Proposition No. 1 - Levy Lid Lift

