For some Thurston County citizens, this election means they will be voting independently for the first time – Information below.

All citizens have the opportunity and ability to exercise one of their most fundamental rights - the right to vote independently and secretly.

Help America Vote Act

The 2002 Help America Vote Act (HAVA) significantly changed how
elections are conducted across America. The Act requires that individuals
with disabilities be able to cast their ballot without assistance. Recently, Thurston County purchased AutoMARK™ voting machines that will allow individuals with disabilities to vote a truly secret ballot for the first time.
What is AutoMARK™?

It is breakthrough ballot-marking technology, developed with input from election authorities and disability organizations, that allows voters with disabilities and other special needs to mark a ballot privately and independently. Even a temporary condition, such as a broken arm, could make it difficult for a person to mark a ballot. Voters must bring their mail-in ballot with them to use the AutoMARK™. Machines will be available for use at staffed drop box locations. See page 20 for listings.

AutoMARK™ Features

• An audio feature: a ballot can be read to voters who cannot otherwise see and/or read independently.

• A sip/puff tube: allows mobility impaired voters to utilize existing technology to vote.

• Braille/shaped touch pad: equipped with Braille and a shaped touch pad to allow blind voters to navigate through the ballot and mark their selections.

• High contrast & zoom functions: allows low-vision voters to make adjustments to meet their own specific needs.

• Does not record votes: this machine is used as a ballot marking device only – it does not electronically record any votes.

Thurston County Elections is working toward accessible voting for everyone.

On July 20, 2006, the Thurston County Auditor’s Office held the first meeting of the Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee. Interested citizens from Thurston County met with the auditor and staff to discuss how to reach out to individuals who could use our new accessible voting devices. The group also discussed how to increase voter registration among individuals with disabilities. Finally, the committee began strategic planning to make voting more accessible.

For more information:

If you want more information on the AutoMARK™, on future meetings of the Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee (VAAC), or to find out where you can use an AutoMARK machine beginning August 30:

please call

(360) 786-5408

(360) 754-2933 - TDD

or email

auditor@co.thurston.wa.us

The challenge of the partnership between the VAAC and the Auditor’s

Office is to ensure that all citizens have the opportunity and ability to

exercise one of their most fundamental rights - the right to vote.
