Email Ballot Program Information

Out of State? Working or Studying Abroad? Traveling? Military?

Welcome to Thurston County’s Email Ballot Program

The Thurston County Auditor’s Office remains committed to maximizing access to voting for active duty members of the military and U.S. citizens residing or traveling abroad. To this end, we offer our email ballot program.

What is an Email ballot? The ballot and instructions are received as Word documents via email. The voter prints out and votes his or her ballot, and mails it to the Auditor’s Office along with an original signature. We cannot accept electronic ballots and signatures. 

When are Email ballots sent? Email ballots are sent to the voter approximately 30 – 45 days prior to the election. In addition, a regular ballot is mailed via air mail (for overseas citizens) or regular mail (for individuals who are out of state but within the United States). Only one ballot is counted for each eligible voter.

Where can I receive my Email ballot? Anywhere in the world, provided you have internet access, a printer, and an internet email address. We recommend you not use a military address, as military addresses often block email containing attachments.

If you would like an Email ballot, please email, call, or write us with the following information: First Name,  Middle Initial,  Last Name, Date of Birth, Day Phone, Evening Phone, Email Address, Mailing Address, City, State, and Zip. Are you Military?

Vote by Mail Information

THURSTON COUNTY VOTES BY MAIL!

You no longer have to request an absentee ballot. Thurston County is completely vote-by-mail, meaning every eligible voter in Thurston County will receive a ballot by mail. If you have not received your ballot by September 8, please call the Auditor’s Office at (360) 786-5408, and a new ballot will be sent to you. The Auditor’s Office will:

• Maintain the integrity of the election through a series of checks and balances, ensuring that eligible voters only vote once and that each vote is kept secret.

• Send every eligible voter a ballot for every election. 

• Check the signature on every ballot against the signature on fi le in our voter registration records and notify voters whose signatures do not match.

• Balance the number of ballots received and processed each day with the number of voters credited with voting.

You need to:

• Notify our office if your name, mailing address or physical address has changed. (360) 786-5408.

• Follow the directions printed on your ballot materials. 

• Avoid adding any identifying marks on your ballot. Make written comments on a separate piece of paper and insert into the mailing envelope only.

• Read, sign, and date the voter’s affidavit on the mailing envelope. 

• Ensure your ballot is postmarked by election day, or you may drop it off at any ballot drop-off site listed on page 20. Please do not deposit your ballot in a blue curbside U.S. Postal Service mail box on election day, regardless of pickup times. This does NOT guarantee a valid postmark.
The 2006 Primary Election is Tuesday, September 19. Please remember, mail-in ballots MUST be postmarked or dropped off by 8:00 p.m. on election day. If you need assistance with registration or voting, call the Thurston County Auditor’s Office at (360) 786-5408 or visit our website at www.co.thurston.wa.us/auditor

Correspondence by mail should be sent to: Thurston County Auditor’s Office, Elections Division, 2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, Washington 98502.
