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Women’s Suffrage Museum Exhibit
Women’s Votes, Women’s Voices
Visit the Washington Women’s Suffrage Centennial Exhibit, organized by the Washington State Historical Society and the 
Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture. The exhibit provides interactive and in-depth information about the history of women 
voters in Washington and will be exhibited through 2011 at the following venues.
 Now - January 10, 2010       July 17, 2010 - October 3, 2010
 Wenatchee Valley Museum and Cultural Center    Museum of History and Industry, Seattle
 
 February 11, 2010 - June 20, 2010    October 30, 2010 - June 26, 2011 
 Yakima Valley Museum       Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture, Spokane

For more information about Women’s Suffrage in Washington State, visit the Washington Women’s History Consortium at 
www.washingtonwomenshistory.org.

Women putting up posters in the 1910 
Washington suffrage campaign.  (Photo 
provided by the Washington State Historical 
Society, www.washingtonhistory.org).

1848     A Call for Women’s Rights
The fi rst U.S. women’s rights convention is held at 
Seneca Falls, New York.  Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, and others offi cially call for women’s right to 
vote (also called “suffrage”).  

1853     Suffrage Fails
Women’s suffrage is regularly proposed in the 
Legislature but fails to pass.  

1870     First Votes Cast
 A group of south Thurston County women decide to   
 test their rights as citizens and successfully voted in the 
 local election.  

1877    Women Vote in School Elections
 The Legislature specifi cies that all taxpaying resident
 citizens, male or female, can cast ballots in school
 district contests.

1883      Voting Rights Granted
 The Washington Territorial Legislature approves
 women’s right to vote. 

1888      Suffrage Overturned
 Women’s suffrage is overturned by the Territorial
 Supreme Court.  

1889      Washington becomes a State
  Washington is admitted to the Union on November 11.  The
  state Constitution maintains that women can vote in school
  elections.

1910       Women Win the Vote
  Washington’s male voters approve women’s suffrage by 
  constitutional amendment, paving the way for many western    
  states that soon followed.

1898      Male Voters Reject Women’s Vote
  Voters reject a suffrage amendment passed by the Legislature 
  in 1897.

1920      U.S. Women Win Right to Vote
  The 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution grants women the 
  right to vote nationally.

1993       Women Top in Nation
  Washington is top ranked nationally for percentage of  
  women legislators for 12 consecutive years.

2004       Top Three are Women
  Washington becomes the only state with a woman  
  Governor and two women U.S. Senators.

2009      Washington Suffragists Receive Medal of Merit
  Emma Smith DeVoe and May Arkwright Hutton are
  posthumously awarded the Washington State Medal of Merit.

2010       Celebrating 100 Years of Women’s Right to Vote
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