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Thurston County  

County Commissioner, District No. 3 

Karen L. Valenzuela 
(Prefers Democratic Party) 

county government and freezing salaries – including my 
own – to keep your taxes low; preserving our precious  
natural resources for our children and their children –  
cleaning up Puget Sound, preserving rural agricultural land, 
and providing leadership to confront climate change; and 
laying the groundwork for long-term economic prosperity 
through a strong educational system, sensible development, 
and high-wage jobs in the emerging green economy. 

Patrick Beehler 
(Prefers Republican Party) 

 This summer my wife Patti and I are celebrating our 
40th wedding anniversary.  We have a daughter and two 
grandchildren. 
 I have lived in Thurston County for 40 years and am 
deeply involved in our community.  I served 10 years on the 
Thurston County Historic Commission, was Chairman of the 
Thurston County Chamber of Commerce, and I’m the  
immediate past President of the National Society of  
Professional Surveyors.  I also had leadership roles in many 
service groups including the Olympia Jaycees, Olympia  

West Lions Club, and the Rotary Club of Tumwater.   
I have been a land surveyor since 1967. 
 Thurston County currently has a severe budget 
crisis.  As your county commissioner, I will examine every 
penny the county spends, cut any wasteful spending, and 
demand that we operate on a balanced and sustainable 
budget.  
 I’m asking for your vote; it is a vote for competent  
management, and responsible government. 

Dan Venable 
(Prefers Democratic Party) 

 Dan Venable, 57, was born, raised, and continues 
to live in rural Thurston County.  I have been married to my 
wife for 36 years and together we have three grown  
children and seven grandchildren.  In support of our  
children we spent many years being involved with 4-H and 
youth baseball.  I have been an Environmental Contractor 
since 1994, working with Federal, State and Local  
Governments to continue local environmental protection. 
 
 

Before going into business for myself I worked for the  
Department of Corrections for twelve years moving through  
several management positions and at Hardel Plywood for 
eight years.  While at Hardel I served as vice president on 
the Board of Directors. Being elected would give me the 
opportunity to bring my positive outlook and problem  
solving ability to the residents of Thurston County. 

 I believe most of us share a common vision for our 
County:  a vibrant sustainable economy, great schools,  
successful local farms, all in a healthy environment.  The 
choices we make in the next few years will determine our 
future.  I’ve brought nine years of experience on the  
Tumwater City Council and 20 years as a public health 
worker to the position of County Commissioner.  I’ve  
approached tough decisions with common sense and  
compassion.  My focus is on three priorities: continued 
sound management of county resources, streamlining  
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County Commissioner - The three member county commission is both a local government and a subdivision of 
state government.  Its primary responsibility is serving as the general purpose local government and legislative  
authority outside city limits.  Many county responsibilities are mandated by state law; others are permitted by state 
law allowing considerable local discretion.  The commission is responsible for county policies relating to public safety 
and health, community development, human services, environmental protection, solid waste, county finance,  
transportation, parks and recreation, and other state legislative directed duties. 
 

 *  Only voters who live within District No. 3 will vote in the Primary Election for county commissioner. 
 *  All voters in the county will vote for the position in the General Election. 


