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ORDINANCE NO. ___________ 

 

An ORDINANCE relating to operational standards for Thurston County adult correctional       

facilities relating to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 48 Hour Detainer 

Requests. 

 

WHEREAS, Thurston County Board of County Commissioners shall ensure standards for 

the operation of adult correctional facilities owned and or operated by Thurston County are not in 

conflict with federal or state law.  See RCW 36.32.120 (7); and RCW 70.48.071; and 

 

WHEREAS, under 9 C.F.R. Sec 287.7 (a), Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

agents may issue 48 Hour Detainer Requests to law enforcement or local jail officials, commonly 

referred to as ICE detainer requests. These detainer requests advise the local agency that the 

Department of Homeland Security seeks custody of an alien in the local agency’s custody; and 

 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of detainer requests are issued against individuals with no 

criminal records or felony convictions. Based upon ICE records, from 2008-2011 seventy-eight 

percent of detainer requests did not involve individuals with prior criminal convictions; and  

 

WHEREAS, the vast majority of detainer requests are issued against individuals with no 

criminal records or felony convictions. Based upon ICE records, from 2008-2011 seventy-eight 

percent of detainer requests did not involve individuals with prior criminal convictions; and  

 

WHEREAS, a series of court decisions have held that ICE 48 hour detainer requests are 

merely requests, not mandates, leaving jurisdictions with the discretion to comply. Following these 

rulings, dozens of jurisdictions have taken action to restrict the extent to which law enforcement 

may hold individuals under ICE detainer requests, including the Thurston County Sheriff’s Office; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, in 2014, the Thurston County Sheriff’s Office adopted a policy where “the 

Thurston County Sheriff's Office/Corrections Bureau will no longer book and/or enter into our Jail 

Management System (JMS), ICE 48 Hour Detainer Requests. We will continue to follow the same 

previously established booking processes of notifying ICE, as it relates to those subjects identified 

as being born outside the United States.  However, if a detainer request is received from ICE it 

will simply be placed in the subject's booking file and not entered into our JMS as an outside 

jurisdictional hold.  These detainer requests will simply be considered informational documents 

and will not preclude the release of any defendant from custody on bail, personal recognizance 

(PR) or time served.  If a defendant is being transferred to another jurisdiction, a copy of the 

detainer request will accompany them, and the receiving jurisdiction(s) can determine whether 

they wish to honor it.”(April 25, 2014 Letter from Sheriff Snaza to ICE, Seattle Field Office); and 

 

WHEREAS, compliance with ICE Detainer Request for individuals with no criminal 

history has the potential to reduce trust in the community, and can drain valuable County resources. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of County Commissioners of Thurston 

County, State of Washington, as follow: 
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 Section 1.  ICE 48 Hour Detainer Requests issued pursuant to 8 CFR 287. 7 will not 

preclude the release of any defendant from custody on bail, personal recognizance or time served. 

The Thurston County Sherriff’s Office/Correction’s Bureau shall treat the ICE request as merely 

informational and place the detainer request in the subject’s booking file, unless the detainer 

includes a warrant or order signed by a magistrate.  

 

 Section 2.  If the subject of an ICE 48 Hour Detainer Request is being transferred to another 

jurisdiction, the Thurston County Sherriff’s Office shall provide the receiving jurisdiction with a 

copy of the detainer request. The receiving jurisdiction may decide to enforce the ICE detention.  

 

   

 

 ADOPTED this ______ day of November, 2016. 

 

ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

      Thurston County, Washington 

 

 

_____________________________  ____________________________________ 

Clerk of the Board    Sandra Romero, Chair 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:   ____________________________________ 

      Cathy Wolfe, Member 

JON TUNHEIM 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

 

By: __________________________  ____________________________________ 

       Elizabeth Petrich    Bud Blake, Member 

       Chief Civil Deputy 

 

 

 


