June 2008 ARES/RACES Newsletter

First, my apologies to all for being so late with this newsletter.  I had a complete computer system meltdown and it's been, shall we say, a challenge to get files off of the old computer and onto my brand new system.  Compounding the problem is the fact that this new system runs on the Vista operating system so I'm literally learning as I go along.

Since I've only (so far) managed to recover the mailing lists and not the format or any of the forms (they're all on the old system, just need several hours to get them copied and placed on the new system) this will be a short and informal newsletter this month.

COMING EVENTS

This Thursday, June 12th, is our monthly meeting.  As usual, we'll be at the EOC from 1900 until 2030.  Tentative agenda items include assigning folks to our task groups (hopefully it will be self-assignment!), a discussion regarding a retirement gift for Kip / K7KIP and possibly a short training session on Emergency Communications.

Friday night this week we've been asked if we have anyone available to work with the SAR folks on Capital Peak.  Apparently they have been asked to 'show a presence' in this graduation party time of year and they'd like as many hams as possible to provide communications.  The event is scheduled to start at 2100 and wrap up around 0200 Saturday.  IF YOU'RE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW ASAP so I can get the information to Bill Gillespie for coordination.

The Swede Days Parade and Fun Run are coming up - don't have the dates in front of me - and we've been asked if we have any hams interested in assisting with communications along the route.  Again, if you're interested, let me know at our meeting on Thursday.

There is a 4th of July parade in Tumwater again this year - about the only 4th of July parade in the area as far as I know which, IMO, is a sad comment on our society.  Nevertheless, Bill Gillespie has asked if we're interested in participating as a group - not sure if he meant as a parade unit (might be fun) or providing communications support.  I'll clarify when he returns to town tomorrow (Wednesday) and we can discuss at our Thursday meeting.

Finally, Field Day is getting closer and closer.  As you may recall we decided not to stand up our own site this year so I'd like to encourage you to contact Lee Chambers / KI7SS and volunteer for a shift or two at the OARS site on the Capitol Campus.  They'll need help setting up on Saturday (early, like 0730-ish as I recall) and then tearing down on Sunday at 1100 when Field Day officially ends.  This is a fun activity and I encourage each and every one of you to participate as much as possible.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

There are several members whose DEM cards are about to expire or have already expired.  I have a list and will bring it to the meeting on Thursday.  In the meantime, everyone needs to check the expiration date on their card and check in with me Thursday or, if you can't make the meeting, by email.  Sonya needs to clean up their files so this needs to happen this week.

TRAINING - several members are coming close to the end of their certification (CPR, First Aid, etc.).  I'll be passing out a roster this week with that information annotated.  We'll also discuss who needs what and how we can make it happen as a group if at all possible.  We need the training but I don't want to take up every free minute you have going to classes.

MY EMAIL HAS CHANGED!!!  Having gotten weary of the constant satellite outages due to weather issues, we've switched to Sprint Air Cards (mobile broadband and wi-fi cards) ... and they're 100%+ faster than the satellite.  Of course, with a new provider comes a new email account.  PLEASE CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS BOOK TO REFLECT MY NEW EMAIL ADDRESS:  tbohon@sprintpcs.com .

We have our weekly net this evening and I have to admit, I'm a bit concerned.  It seems like, every week, we have the same small group of members who are often times outnumbered by visitors!  I'm interested in hearing your thoughts on our weekly nets - bad day, bad time, too frequent, etc. - and will add that to Thursday's agenda.  I'd especially like to hear from members who don't join the nets regularly - what can we do to encourage you to participate?

I can't think of anything else - with emailed notes on three different computers I'm a bit overwhelmed, hopefully I'll get it all sorted out in the next day or two.

Thanks for your participation and support - be sure to check your go-kits so you're ready to go on short notice - these rains could cause flooding problems and we could be called out.

73,

Tom / KE7EJJ

