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6. LOCAL JUVENILE COURT RULES

LJuCR 3.6 ANSWER TO PETITION (Moved from LSPR 94.10) |

(a) Response Required. The parents or other respondents shall file a Response to a -

Petition for Dependency—orPetition—forTermination in accordance with time

requirements for other civil actions.

(b) Natufe of Responses. The Response shall specifically address and admit or deny
each allegation in the Petition or indicate there is not sufficient knowledge or information
to form a belief as to the truth of the allegation.

(c) Signature Required. The Response shall be signed by the parent or other
respondent or their attorney. If the Response is signed only by the attorney, the response
shall include a certification that the specific admissions and denials have been discussed
by the attorney with the parent or respondent represented.

LJuCR 4.2 PLEADINGS (Moved from LSPR 94.10)

(c) Answer. The parents or other respondents shall respond to a petition for termination
in accordance with LjuCR 3.6.

LJuCR 4 SETTLEMENT AND PRETRIAL CONFERENCES FOR
DEPENDENCY AND TERMINATION CASES '

(a) Settlement Conferences for Termination Cases. :

€a) (1) Request for Conference: Settlement Conferences will be scheduled upon the
request of any party to a Termination action. The Settlement Conference should be
- requested when the Trial date is set at the First-set appearance, or within 30 days.

) _(_)_T iming of Conference The Settlement Conference shall be held at least 30
days prior to the Status Conference for the Termination trial.

ey (3) Settlemem‘ Conference Statements shall be requlred from all parties and shall
contain:

(A) A brief history of the case -

(B) Reasons for/against termination of parental rights; and

(C) Any relevant legal authority




() (4) Statement Length: Settlement Conference statements shall not exceed three
pages in length. The person conducting the Settlement Conference will also be provided
the Dependency and Termination files.

te) (5) Statement Due Date: Settlement Conference Statements shall be provided to

- the Court, other counsel and the CASA/GAL seven calendar days prior to the conference.

5 (6) Confidentiality: Settlement Conference statements are confidential and will
not be filed. Settlement Conference negotiations are confidential and shall not be used at
trial.

€2 (7) Required Attendance: Any parent contesting termination, the currently
assigned social worker, the social worker’s supervisor, counsel for all parties, and the
CASA/GAL shall be required to attend the Settlement Conference. Others may be present
at the conference with the approval of the judicial officer.

4y (8) Judicial Officer: Any judicial officer presiding over a Settlement Conference
shall be disqualified from subsequent hearings in the same case.

(b) Settlement Conferences for Dependences Cases. Settlement conferences meLV
be ordered by the Court in dependency cases, subject to the requirements of section (a) of
this rule.

(c) Pretrial Conferences. Termination cases are subject to pretrial conferences in
accordance with these local rules’ requirement for pretrial conferences in family law
cases (LSPR 94.03D).

[Effective September 1, 2009]



