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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Jeremy Davis, Senior Planner 

DATE: June 17, 2016 

SUBJECT: Fireworks Permitting Amendment Options 

Request: 

The Board of County Commissioners (Board) has requested staff to develop options for banning or 
further restricting consumer fireworks.  Staff has prepared two options for the Board to consider, which 
are attached.  The proposed options may be modified following the public hearing.  Modifications may 
also be made to other sections governing fireworks permitting (Chapter 6.68 TCC) as deemed appropriate 
by the Board within the scope of the public hearing notification. 

Option 1:  Ban Consumer Fireworks 

With this option, consumer fireworks as defined in 70.77.136 would be banned in unincorporated 
Thurston County.  This ban would not prohibit public displays and other legally permissible use of 
fireworks such as wildlife management, religious and private organization displays, or those used for 
agricultural purposes as indicated in state law. Examples of consumer fireworks are located in the 
attached handouts from the Washington State Patrol “Washington State Legal Consumer Fireworks for 
Sale in Tents and Stands per RCW 70.77.163,” illegal fireworks are shown in “Fireworks and Explosive 
Devices that are Illegal in Washington State.” 

Option 2: Emergency Ban for Extreme Fire Danger 

With this option, all fireworks may be banned in times of extreme fire danger.  The County manager 
would have final decision making authority after consulting with the county fire marshal and others with 
expertise such as area fire chiefs or the Department of Natural Resources. 

Public Hearing Date and Time: 

Any new regulations passed by the Board will not go into effect until one calendar year after adoption.  It 
is legal to sell consumer fireworks in Thurston County beginning June 28th of each year.   

In order to put option 1 into effect by June 28, 2017, the public hearing needs to be held and regulations 
adopted by Monday June 27th.  The minimum notice for the public hearing is 10 days.  On June 17, 2016, 
public notice was published in “The Olympian,” a press release was issued, a web mail sent, and the 
information was posted on the Thurston County home page. 
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Background: 

Thurston County is permitted to pass more restrictive regulations on fireworks.  New regulations, 
including bans, are effective one year following adoption.  Thurston County cannot ban fireworks for the 
July 4, 2016 season.   

Currently, Thurston County follows state law for the sale of consumer fireworks, which allows fireworks 
to be sold from twelve o'clock noon to eleven o'clock p.m. on the twenty-eighth of June, from nine 
o'clock a.m. to eleven o'clock p.m. on each day from the twenty-ninth of June through the fourth of July, 
from nine o'clock a.m. to nine o'clock p.m. on the fifth of July.   

The discharge of consumer fireworks, as defined in RCW 70.77.136, is restricted to 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on 
July 3rd and 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on July 4th.  

Thurston County has already restricted the sale, purchase, possession, and discharge of any consumer 
fireworks outside of the above dates.  

 Fireworks are regulated by federal, state and local laws. These include: 

 Federal Law 27-555 - The Regulation of Explosives

 State Explosives Law - Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 296-52

 State Fireworks Law - RCW 70.77

 State Fireworks Rules - WAC 212-17

 Fireworks Permits - TCC Chapter 6.68

 Thurston County Park Code – TCC Chapter 10.76

 Thurston County Zoning Ordinances

Thurston County Fireworks Permits (TCC Chapter 6.68) 

Thurston County currently regulates the discharge of fireworks with Chapter 6.68 Fireworks Permits.   

This chapter requires a permit for the following: 

 Manufacture, import, export, possession or sale of any fireworks at wholesale or retail for any use

 Discharge of fireworks at any place

 Public display of fireworks

 Transport of fireworks, except as a public carrier

Thurston County Park Code (TCC Chapter 10.76) 

The Thurston County Parks Code restricts the possession or discharge of any fireworks in any county 
park, except at times and locations designated by the county. Violations of the Park Code are a 
misdemeanor and if convicted must pay a fine of $250 (10.76.410). 

Thurston County Zoning Ordinances (TCC Titles 20, 21, 22, and 23) 

The Thurston County Zoning Ordinances only include regulations on the placement of temporary sales 
locations.  They do not include any restrictions on the discharge of fireworks.  Only minor amendments 
would be required to ban the sale of fireworks in unincorporated Thurston County.  
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ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THURSTON COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 
6.68 TO PROHIBIT THE SALE, PURCHASE, POSSESSION, OR USE OF 
CONSUMER FIREWORKS, AND FOR OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY 
RELATED THERETO. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 77.77.250(4) and .395, the Board of Thurston County 
Commissioners (Board) have the authority to enact an ordinance to prohibit the sale, purchase, 
possession, or use of consumer fireworks; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 70.77.250, Any ordinances adopted by a county   that is more 

restrictive than the state fireworks law shall have an effective date no sooner than one year after their 

adoption; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 70.77.395 limits the sale and purchase of consumer fireworks from 
twelve p.m. to eleven p.m. on the twenty-eighth of June, from nine a.m. to eleven p.m. on each 
day from the twenty-ninth of June through the fourth of July, from nine a.m. to nine p.m. on the 
fifth of July; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 11946 the Board previously restricted the 
discharge of consumer fireworks to nine o’clock a.m. to eleven o’clock p.m. on July 3rd and nine 
o’clock a.m. to eleven o’clock p.m. on July 4th; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 12815 the Board previously prohibited the sale, 
purchase, possession, or use of consumer fireworks on December 27, 2002 through 1:00 a.m. on 
January 2003 and thereafter on the same period  each year; and  

WHEREAS, the Board finds it necessary for the protection of the health, safety and 
general welfare of the residents in Thurston County to prohibit the sale, purchase,  possession, and 
use of fireworks all year in unincorporated Thurston County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF THURSTON COUNTY, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The Thurston County Fireworks Permit regulations, Section 6.68.055 TCC is hereby 
amended to prohibit the sale, possession and use of consumer fireworks as shown in Attachment A to this 
ordinance.  

SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of 
this Ordinance or its application to any person is, for any reason, declared invalid, illegal or 
unconstitutional in whole or in part by any court or agency of competent jurisdiction, said decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof. 

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall take effect one year after adoption pursuant to 
RCW 70.77.250(4) 

ADOPTED:________________  
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ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Thurston County, Washington 

__________________________ 

Clerk of the Board ____________________________ 

Chair 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

JON TUNHEIM ____________________________ 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY Vice-Chair 

___________________________ 

Elizabeth Petrich ____________________________ 

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney  Commissioner 
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Chapter 6.68 - FIREWORKS PERMITS 

Sections:  

6.68.010 - Acts prohibited without permit.  

No person, without securing a permit, shall do any of the following:  

A.  Manufacture, import, export, possess or sell any fireworks at wholesale or retail for any use, including 
agricultural purposes or wildlife control;  

B.  Discharge dangerous fireworks at any place; 

C.  Make a public display of fireworks; 

D.  Transport fireworks, except as a public carrier. 

6.68.020 - Permit fees.  

The fee for each permit required by this chapter and Chapter 70.77 RCW shall be ten dollars except in the 
case of permits for the retail sale of fireworks which shall require a permit fee of five dollars.  

6.68.030 - Application for permit.  

Any person desiring a permit pursuant to this chapter shall make written application for a permit to the 
Thurston County auditor's office. Applications shall be made at least ten days prior to the issuance of a 
permit.  

6.68.040 - Investigation.  

The auditor shall transmit each application to the building department which shall make an investigation 
and submit a report of its findings and recommendations for or against the issuance of the permit together 
with its reasons therefor to the board of county commissioners.  

6.68.050 - Grant or deny permit.  

The board of county commissioners shall have power in its discretion to grant or deny any application, 
subject to such reasonable conditions, if any, as it shall prescribe. The auditor's office shall issue any 
permit granted by the board of county commissioners.  

6.68.055 - Consumer fireworks.  

Pursuant RCW 70.77.395, Thurston County prohibits the sale, possession, and discharge of consumer 
fireworks as defined in RCW 70.77.136, within the County.  This section does not apply to exemptions 
from licensing in RCW 70.77.311 for consumer fireworks used by religious and private organizations, or 
for fish and wildlife and agricultural purposes by a government agency.  The more restrictive provisions 
of this section shall prevail over RCW 70.77.395. 

The discharge of consumer fireworks, as defined in RCW 70.77.136, within the county each year is 
restricted to nine a.m. to eleven p.m. on July 3rd and nine a.m. to eleven p.m. on July 4th. No person shall 
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discharge any consumer fireworks except within the times and dates set forth above. Further, pursuant to 
RCW 70.77.395, as amended by Second Substitute Senate Bill 6080 in 2002, Thurston County prohibits 
the sale, purchase, possession, or use of consumer fireworks on December 27, 2002 through 1:00 a.m. on 
January 1, 2003 and thereafter on the same period each year. The more restrictive provisions of this 
section shall prevail over RCW 70.77.395.  

6.68.060 - Additional regulations.  

In addition to the requirements of this chapter, all persons must meet the requirements of Chapter 70.77 
RCW and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant to such chapter.  
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ORDINANCE NO. ______________ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THURSTON COUNTY CODE CHAPTER 
6.68 TO PROHIBIT THE SALE, PURCHASE, POSSESSION, OR USE OF 
FIREWORKS DURING BURN BANS AND OTHER EXTENUATING 
EMERGENCY CONDITIONS, AND FOR OTHER MATTERS 
PROPERLY RELATED THERETO. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 77.77.250(4) and .395, the Board of Thurston County 
Commissioners (Board) have the authority to enact an ordinance to prohibit the sale, purchase, 
possession, or use of consumer fireworks; and  

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 70.77.250, Any ordinances adopted by a county   that is 
more restrictive than the state fireworks law shall have an effective date no sooner than one year 
after their adoption; and 

WHEREAS, RCW 70.77.395 limits the sale and purchase of consumer fireworks from 
twelve p.m. to eleven p.m. on the twenty-eighth of June, from nine a.m. to eleven p.m. on each 
day from the twenty-ninth of June through the fourth of July, from nine a.m. to nine p.m. on the 
fifth of July; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 11946 the Board previously restricted the 
discharge of consumer fireworks to nine o’clock a.m. to eleven o’clock p.m. on July 3rd and nine 
o’clock a.m. to eleven o’clock p.m. on July 4th; and 

WHEREAS, heat, dry weather, and drought-like conditions can rapidly increase fire 
danger; and 

WHEREAS, when conditions are extremely dry, Thurston County may find it necessary 
to issue a burn ban; and 

WHEREAS, in 2015, while burn bans were in effect, numerous fires were started by 
fireworks in Washington State; and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that a temporary ban on fireworks further mitigates damage 
and risk to life and property and reduces the risk of fires due to fireworks in times of high fire 
danger and when other extenuating emergency conditions exist; and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds it necessary for the protection of the health, safety and 
general welfare of the residents in Thurston County to authorize temporary bans regarding the use 
of consumer fireworks in times of high fire danger in unincorporated Thurston County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF THURSTON COUNTY, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The Thurston County Code, Chapter 6.68 is hereby amended to add a new section that 
prohibits the sale, possession and use of consumer fireworks during burn, bans and other extenuating 
emergency conditions, as shown in Attachment A to this ordinance.  
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SECTION 2.  SEVERABILITY.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or other portion of 
this Ordinance or its application to any person is, for any reason, declared invalid, illegal or 
unconstitutional in whole or in part by any court or agency of competent jurisdiction, said decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions hereof. 

SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordinance shall take effect one year after adoption pursuant to 
RCW 70.77.250(4). 

ADOPTED:________________   

 

 

ATTEST:     BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

      Thurston County, Washington 

__________________________ 

Clerk of the Board    ____________________________ 

Chair 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

JON TUNHEIM    ____________________________ 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY   Vice-Chair 

 

___________________________ 

Elizabeth Petrich    ____________________________ 

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney   Commissioner 
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Chapter 6.68 - FIREWORKS PERMITS 

Sections:  

6.68.010 - Acts prohibited without permit.  

No person, without securing a permit, shall do any of the following:  

A.  Manufacture, import, export, possess or sell any fireworks at wholesale or retail for any use, including 
agricultural purposes or wildlife control;  

B.  Discharge dangerous fireworks at any place; 

C.  Make a public display of fireworks; 

D.  Transport fireworks, except as a public carrier. 

6.68.020 - Permit fees. 

The fee for each permit required by this chapter and Chapter 70.77 RCW shall be ten dollars except in the 
case of permits for the retail sale of fireworks which shall require a permit fee of five dollars.  

6.68.030 - Application for permit.  

Any person desiring a permit pursuant to this chapter shall make written application for a permit to the 
Thurston County auditor's office. Applications shall be made at least ten days prior to the issuance of a 
permit.  

6.68.040 - Investigation. 

The auditor shall transmit each application to the building department which shall make an investigation 
and submit a report of its findings and recommendations for or against the issuance of the permit together 
with its reasons therefor to the board of county commissioners.  

6.68.050 - Grant or deny permit.  

The board of county commissioners shall have power in its discretion to grant or deny any application, 
subject to such reasonable conditions, if any, as it shall prescribe. The auditor's office shall issue any 
permit granted by the board of county commissioners.  

6.68.055 - Consumer fireworks. 

The discharge of consumer fireworks, as defined in RCW 70.77.136, within the county each year is 
restricted to nine a.m. to eleven p.m. on July 3rd and nine a.m. to eleven p.m. on July 4th. No person shall 
discharge any consumer fireworks except within the times and dates set forth above. Further, pursuant to 
RCW 70.77.395, as amended by Second Substitute Senate Bill 6080 in 2002, Thurston County prohibits 
the sale, purchase, possession, or use of consumer fireworks on December 27, 2002 through 1:00 a.m. on 
January 1, 2003 and thereafter on the same period each year. The more restrictive provisions of this 
section shall prevail over RCW 70.77.395.  

6.68.057 – Emergency Ban on Discharge of Consumer Fireworks.   

The county manager, after consulting with the fire marshal, or other officials as may be deemed 
appropriate, may prohibit the discharge of all fireworks during periods of extreme fire danger.   
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6.68.060 - Additional regulations.  

In addition to the requirements of this chapter, all persons must meet the requirements of Chapter 70.77 
RCW and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant to such chapter.  
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