
Revised February 2015 

 

 
 

Briefing Date/Time: 
March 30, 2017, 3:30 pm 

Office/Department & 

Staff Contact:  
Resource Stewardship, Long Range Planning 

Allison Osterberg, Senior Planner, x7011 

Brent Butler, Resource Stewardship Director, x5475 

Cynthia Wilson, Planning Manager, x5475 

Topic:  
Comprehensive Plan 2017/2018 Docket – Review of Public Comments 

Purpose: 

(check all that apply) 

 

Information only  
 

Decision needed 
 

Optimal Time Frame for Decision is: 

(04/06/2017) 

Follow up from previous briefing
 

 

 

Synopsis/Request/Recommendation: (One or two sentences identifying your primary objective for this session) 

1. The County is required to docket amendments to the Comprehensive Plan prior to considering 

them for adoption. 

2. This briefing will cover public comments received on the Preliminary Docket. 

3. Staff would like the Board’s direction in selecting which of the preliminary docket items should 

be placed on the final 2017/2018 Comprehensive Plan Docket. 

 

Background 

1. Briefing History 

 March 1, 2017 – Initial review of Preliminary Docket of Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

 

2. Written Public Comments 

At the March 1, 2017, briefing, the Board directed staff to release the preliminary docket for the 

required 20-day written public comment period, which ended March 23, 2017. For public outreach on 

the preliminary docket, staff has: 

 March 3rd – Placed a public notice in The Olympian 

 March 9th  – Issued a press release 

 March 3rd  – Sent a web mail to the Planning Division’s webmail list 

 Contacted proponents of the citizen-initiated amendments 

 Met with groups that expressed interest in the docket items 

 Been available by telephone, email, and in the Permit Assistance Center to answer questions 

 

A summary matrix of the public comments is included in Attachment B, sorted by specific amendment 

proposal. Full text of the comments are included in Attachment C. Comments were made on the 

following proposed amendments: 
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 Item 1 – Comprehensive Plan Update: 1 comment 

 Item 2 – Habitat Conservation Plan: 1 comment 

 Item 6 – Nisqually Subarea Plan: 3 comments 

 Item 10 – Urban Forest Ordinance: 1 comment 

 Item 11 – Lakeside Industries RAP: 38 comments (in addition, Lakeside resubmitted 68 

comments dating from 1992-2014, and Nick Smith resubmitted a comment from 2014) 

 Item 14 – Evergreen State College Redesignation: 4 comments 

 Item 15 – Barnett Cluster Policy Amendment: 1 comment 

 

3. Background: Docket and Amendment Process 

o Regulatory Requirements: The docketing process is required by state law (RCW 

36.70A.470) to provide a procedure for interested people to suggest Comprehensive 

Plan and development code amendments to the Board, and to become aware of 

proposals under consideration. Chapter 2.05 of the Thurston County Code establishes 

the County process for docketing and states the County shall maintain separate dockets 

for Comprehensive Plan and development code amendments. 

o Development of the Preliminary and Official Comprehensive Plan Docket: 

Proposals initiated by “interested people” are submitted to the Board for further 

consideration and are listed on the preliminary docket. A notice of the availability of the 

Preliminary Docket is published in The Olympian, posted on the Resource Stewardship 

Department’s website and mailed to interested parties via the Department’s listserv and 

in some cases, sent by email or mailed via postal service to those on an interested party 

list. Following a 20-day written public comment period, the Board reviews comments 

received, and finalizes the priorities for the Official Docket of Comprehensive Plan 

amendments to be addressed that year (See Attachment A for a process diagram).  

 

The Annual Comprehensive Plan Docket cycle runs from March to March. 

 

 

o Planning Commission Annual Amendment Work Cycle: Once the final docket is 

adopted, staff will begin a cycle of research, analysis, Planning Commission work 

sessions and public hearings.  

o BoCC Annual Amendment Work Cycle: Staff will present the Planning 

Commission’s findings and recommendations to the Board during work sessions and 

incorporate the Board’s guidance, prior to the BoCC’s public hearings. Subsequently, 

staff will make final changes to proposed amendments based on the Board’s guidance 

after receiving public testimony.  

4. 2017 Preliminary Comprehensive Plan Docket 

The current Official Comprehensive Plan Docket contains the following seven items: 

 Prairie Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 

 Shoreline Master Program (SMP) Update 

 Grand Mound Sub-Area Plan Update 

 Annual Capital Facilities Plan (CFP) Update 

 Transfer of Development Rights 
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 Science to Local Policy 

 Urban Forest Ordinance 

 

The Science to Local Policy Watershed planning project was completed in 2016, and can be removed 

from the Docket. 

Four Citizen-Initiated Amendments were submitted in November 2013 for consideration by the Board 

to be added to the official docket. In 2015, the Board directed staff to maintain these amendments on 

the preliminary docket for future consideration. 

 Toft Land Use Plan Amendment and Redesignation 

 Hulbert Land Use and Joint Plan Amendment and Redesignation 

 Lakeside Industries Policy Amendment (Nisqually Sub-Area Plan) 

 Evergreen State College Land Use Analysis and Redesignation 

The parcels identified in the Toft proposal have changed ownership, but the new owner would like to 

continue the amendment. The parcels identified in the Hulbert proposal have since been annexed into 

the City of Olympia – this item can be removed from the Docket. The request from The Evergreen 

State College has been incorporated into the overall Comprehensive Plan Scope of Work, which was 

adopted by the Board on February 14, 2017. This item can also be removed from the Docket.  

For 2017, staff recommend adding several items to the Docket, based on state mandates and Board 

direction. 

 Comprehensive Plan Update (state-mandated periodic update) 

 Nisqually Subarea Plan Update (BoCC request) 

 Voluntary Stewardship Plan  

In addition, two Citizen-Initiated Amendments were submitted by the deadline of November 15, 2016 

for consideration in 2017. One of these applications turned out to be a duplication of the Lakeside 

Industries request that is already on the preliminary docket. 

 Barnett – Tenino Ranch Cluster Policy Amendment 

Typically, there are more items proposed for the docket than can be accommodated by staff resources. 

Staff considers the following criteria to prioritize the draft preliminary docket:  

 Regulatory compliance, moratorium, and interim regulations deadlines,  

 Regional significance, and  

 Human resource availability through full-time employees, interjurisdictional support, or grant-

funded project employees and consultants. 

See Attachment A for an overview of the Preliminary Docket, with recommendations. 

 

 

4. Human Resource Availability 

The 2017/2018 Budget has identified staff resources, either through grant or general funds, to work on 

the following ongoing projects: Comprehensive Plan Update, Habitat Conservation Plan, Shoreline 

Master Program, Capital Facilities Plan. One additional FTE position is in place to address 

Development Code and Comprehensive Plan Amendments. A second position to address 

Comprehensive Plan Amendments has been partially funded. 
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Documents Attached: 

 Attachment A: Preliminary 2017 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket 

 Attachment B: Summary of Public Comments received on the Preliminary Docket 

 Attachment C: All comments received on the Preliminary Docket 

Summary & Financial Impact:   

This briefing provides a summary of public comments on amendments proposed for the County’s 

preliminary Comprehensive Plan docket for 2017/2018.  

Affected Parties:   

E.g. County residents, community organizations, other County offices/departments, etc. 

All residents and property owners in unincorporated Thurston County.  All county departments are 

potentially affected. 

 

Options with Pros & Cons:   

Below ~ List all viable options.  Begin with underlined option title, then add pros and cons, financial impact of each, as 

well as affected parties (e.g. County residents, community organizations, etc.) 

Options are shown in the preliminary docket.  Options include whether or not to place an item on the 

docket following public comment. 

 

Board Direction: 

 

Next Steps/Timeframe: 

Based on the Board’s recommendation, describe the next steps required in order to bring this item to conclusion.  

Include the time frame for each step, and when the Board should expect to see this issue before them again. 

The date of the following steps will depend on when the Board of County Commissioners puts the 

proposed items out for public comment for inclusion on the next Comprehensive Plan official docket. 

 Board Decision on Official Docket – Tentative, April 18 if Board provides direction by April 6 

 


