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Chapter 24.17  

 

VOLCANIC HAZARD AREA 

 

Sections: 

24.17.010  Volcanic hazard area – General purposes. 

24.17.020  Volcanic hazard area – Applicability. 

24.17.030  Volcanic hazard area – Development standards and review. 

24.17.040  Volcanic hazard area – Additional reasonable use exception criteria. 

 

24.17.010  Volcanic hazard area – General purposes. 

The purposes of this section are to: 

 

A. Protect public health and safety given current information on volcanic hazards; 

 

B. Minimize damage to property due to volcanic events; and 

 

C. Identify approximate locations of volcanic hazard areas. 

 

24.17.020  Volcanic hazard area – Applicability. 

This chapter applies to all properties in Thurston County meeting the definition for volcanic 

hazard area in chapter 24.03 TCC.  However, because volcanic activity can be unpredictable and 

may exceed the scope of this title, other areas of the county may be affected.  Such low-

probability, high-consequence events and other events documented by the United States 

Geological Survey, the State of Washington, or Thurston County may cause serious personal or 

bodily injury, including death, and damage to or loss of property.  Too many uncertainties exist 

about the source, size and mobility of future events to locate hazard-free zones with absolute 

confidence.  This chapter is not a guarantee against damage or injury due to volcanic activity.  

 

24.17.030  Volcanic hazard area – Development standards and review. 

A. No new critical facilities as defined in chapter 24.03 TCC and listed in Table 24.15-2 

TCC shall be constructed or located in Case 1 lahar volcanic hazard areas; and 

 

B. Existing critical facilities may be expanded so long as the existing evacuation plan is 

amended to demonstrate that any additional people can be evacuated in an amount of 

time less than the anticipated time that it takes a lahar to reach the facility.  The time that 

it takes a lahar to reach a given point is calculated from the source of the event to the 

given point; and 

 

C. An evacuation plan shall be provided for all multi-family, subdivisions with more than 

four lots, lodging, and public assembly uses with posting of the plan in all occupied 

rooms; and 

 

D. For all new permitted uses and structures approved under this title, recordation on the 

title with the Thurston County Auditor that: 
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1. Acknowledges that the development is within a Case 1 lahar volcanic hazard area 

for Mount Rainier, and is subject to debris flows and other hazards that potentially 

endangers property and life; and 

 

2. The owner and all future owners take complete responsibility for development 

and occupation of the residence or structure and hold Thurston County and its 

employees harmless for any damage suffered because of volcanic hazards; and 

 

3. Acknowledges that evacuation is the sole responsibility of the owner or occupant 

and that information on potential evacuation routes and holding areas is available 

from local emergency management agencies. 

 

24.17.040  Volcanic hazard area – Additional reasonable use exception criteria. 

In addition to the decision criteria in chapter 24.45 TCC for granting reasonable use exceptions, 

reasonable use exceptions for the critical facilities listed in Table 24.15-2 proposed to be located 

in volcanic hazard areas shall also comply with the following conditions: 

 

A. The applicant shall show through submittal of travel time data the amount of time that is 

anticipated for a Case 1 lahar to reach the proposed project and evacuation route. 

 

B. The applicant has demonstrated that through submittal of a volcanic hazard emergency 

evacuation plan that: 

 

1. The proposed project is located near a safety zone (area completely located 

outside the limits of a Case 1 lahar) that is within walking distance in an amount 

of time less than the anticipated time that it takes a lahar and/or flood waters from 

the release of water from the Tacoma Power Structures (dams) to reach a given 

point, whichever is less.  The time that it takes a lahar and/or flood waters to reach 

a given point is calculated from the source of the event to the given point.  The 

time of walking distance will be calculated based upon the amount of time 

necessary for physically or mentally challenged individuals to get from the 

proposed project to the safety zone any lahars off of Mt. Rainier may be mitigated 

or enhanced by the Tacoma Power Structures (dams); and 

 

2. The evacuation route is at a slope and surface to be considered handicapped 

accessible; and 

 

3. The evacuation route has been determined not to contain any other potential 

natural hazards, such as landslide or flood hazards, to cause a blockage or 

destruction of the evacuation route during an event (i.e. seismic event causes the 

evacuation route to become impassible because of a landslide or soil liquefaction, 

or a release of water from the Tacoma Power Structures upstream that are likely 

to flood evacuation routes); and 

 

4. The evacuation route is not located adjacent to any highways or arterial road 

networks that may cause a life safety threat to evacuating pedestrians; and 
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5. The safety zone is an area with adequate ingress/egress following an event, and 

that individuals have the ability to exit without going out of a safety zone. 

 

C. Proposed critical facilities shall have an adequate contingency plan that identifies where 

occupants and emergency response equipment and vehicles will be relocated in the event 

that a lahar damages the facility to an uninhabitable condition. 


