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Thurston County Planning Department 
Comparison Tables for Current and Proposed CAO 
 
Last Modified 12/7/2011 
 
Note: The following comparisons represent staff interpretations of code language.  Actual code 
language is found in the citations listed.   
 
Chapter 24.01 – General Provisions 

New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.01.005  This is a new section indicating the name of the title.  

The inclusion of this section is consistent with other 
titles in the Thurston County Code (TCC). 
 

Section 24.01.010 Section 17.15.100 The purpose statements have been reworded and 
added to clarify the intent. 
 

Section 24.01.015 Section 17.15.105 No changes 
 

Section 24.01.020 Section 17.15.200 and 
others 

This is a new section.  Critical areas were included in 
the definition of a critical area in 17.15 and other 
sections as they were added. 
 

Section 24.01.025  The applicability section is a new section.  This was 
needed because Chapter 17.15 is expected to 
continue to govern agricultural uses until the 
Rucklehaus process is complete, and the county 
implements any requirements passed by the state. 
 

Section 24.01.030 Section 17.15.405 This section is a hybrid of Section 20.03.030 from Title 
20 and 17.15.405. 
 

Section 24.01.035 Sections 17.15.305, 
17.15.425 (for 
assessment relief), 
17.15.345 (access) 
 

Mostly new language applicable to all development.   

Section 24.01.037  New section which follows Ecology guidance for 
mitigating impacts to wetlands.   
 

Section 24.01.040 Section 17.15.445 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.01.050  This is a new section which specifies the use of Best 

Available Science in the CAO/Title 24. 
 

 
Chapter 24.03 - Definitions 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 

Chapter 24.03 17.15.200 New definitions have been added as needed. 

 

Chapter 24.05 – Administrative Procedures 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.05.005 17.15.300 There are no differences between the proposed 

section 24.05.005 and 17.15.300. 
Section 24.05.010 Subsection 17.15.315(B) 

& Chapter 20.60  
Subsection 17.15.315 (B) references Type I through IV 
applications with a reference to Chapter 20.60 in Title 
20.  The application descriptions in 24.05.010 mimic 
the descriptions in Chapter 20.60.  A corresponding 
section is located in Chapter 14.58 as well. 
 

Section 24.05.020 Subsections 
17.15.315(B) & (C), & 
Chapter 20.60 

Subsection 17.15.315 (B) references Chapter 20.60.  
Type IV (Legislative) decisions now follow proposed 
Chapter 24.91.  Subsection 17.15.315 (C) has been 
reworded and included in proposed subsection 
24.05.020(B). 

Section 24.05.025 Subsection 17.15.315(E) 
& Chapter 20.60 

Section 24.05.025 requires that the county issue a 
decision, indicates that the review authority for each 
application are shown in Table 24.05-1, and 
references that hearing examiner decisions need to 
conform to other county regulations on hearing 
examiner decisions.  There are no substantive 
changes from current requirements. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.05.030 Chapter 14.58, Sections 

17.15.310 & 20.60.025, 
and RCW 36.70B 

State law requires consolidated permit review, 
however, it allows for approvals to take place in 
appropriate time frames.  Currently, where SEPA is 
required, critical areas are reviewed with SEPA.  
Where SEPA is not required, critical areas are 
reviewed with the underlying permit.   
 
The critical area review permit is the new version of 
the critical area administrative review.  
 
The 15 day timeframe prior to any other action noted 
in subsection 24.05.030(A) reflects the 14 day appeal 
period on administrative decisions. 
 

Table 24.05-1 Chapter 17.15 Table 1A Table 1A has been amended to reflect changes in the 
proposed critical area ordinance application names 
and actions.  A note clarifying which process will be 
used to review a critical area review permit was 
added to the bottom.  The review process used will 
depend on the underlying permit.  Please see 
proposed Chapter 24.45. 

Section 24.05.040 Subsection 17.15.315(D) 
 

Meeting with the County prior to submitting an 
application is currently encouraged.  This generally 
takes place over the counter in the PAC or through a 
presubmission conference.  Some development 
review actions already require a presubmission 
conference, which is referenced in the proposed code 
language.   

Section 24.05.050 Chapter 2.06, Section 
17.15.410 & 20.60.060 

The current critical areas ordinance refers to Section 
20.60.060 for appeals.  The processes outlined in the 
proposed section are derived from Section 20.60.060 
with modifications to customize the text for the CAO.  
Chapter 2.06 governs the Hearing Examiner system in 
Thurston County. 

Section 24.05.060 Subsection 17.15.320(A) 
& Section 20.60.070. 

Section 17.15.320 (A) covers code interpretations for 
the current CAO.  For the proposed CAO, it has been 
split into two sections.  The Proposed chapter 
24.05.060 is based on Section 20.60.070.  An avenue 
for a person to seek a code interpretation is also 
required by RCW 36.70B. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.05.070 17.315.320 & 17.15.412 Proposed Section 24.05.060 for Critical Area 

Determinations is a hybrid section intended to 
provide an avenue for reviewing critical areas that is a 
step below the Critical Area Review Permit.  CADs 
typically involve preliminary review for critical areas 
and can assist applicants on existing critical areas and 
what special reports they may need. 

Section 24.05.080 Section 17.15.412 The current CAO only indicates that the applicant will 
need to submit an application for a critical area 
administrative review on a form provided by the 
county.  Proposed Section 24.05.080 includes specific 
requirements for critical area review permit 
applications and generally what subjects need to be 
addressed. 

Section 24.05.090 Subsection 17.15.415(B)  The current CAO only indicates that the applicant will 
need to submit for a reasonable use exception on a 
form provided by the county.  Proposed Section 
24.05.080 includes specific requirements for critical 
area review permit applications and generally what 
subjects need to be addressed. 

Section 24.05.100 Section 17.15.350 The current CAO indicates that recordation of a 
notice on the title of a property may be required.  The 
proposed section requires that a notice be recorded.  
The primary purpose is to inform future property 
owners of the presence of a critical area.  

Section 24.05.110 Section 20.60.035 The Fees section is a new section based on Section 
20.60.035.  There are several subsections in the 
existing CAO that allow for fees to be assessed.  This 
new section has been added to consolidate other 
sections and to clarify that fees may be assessed.  
Currently, permit reviews in Thurston County are 
funded by permit fees.  The Board of County 
Commissioners will determine fees through an 
amendment to the permit fee schedule. 

 

Chapter 24.10 – Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas 

New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Other 
Sections of the TCC 

Notes 

Section 24.10.005 Sections 17.15.500 Section has been modified from the original to better 
identify the critical area and the reasons for 
protection. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Other 
Sections of the TCC 

Notes 

Section 24.10.010 Section 17.15.505 & 
17.15.850 

This section has been modified with the changes to 
the description of Critical Aquifer Recharge Areas, and 
to include wellhead protection areas in the CARA I 
description.  In addition, information about geologic 
features has been added to the CARA categorization, 
so that aquifer sensitivity is now gauged by the 
presence of wellhead protection areas, soils, and 
geologic features.  The proposal regulates three 
categories of CARAs, compared to four in the current 
code.  Category IV has been eliminated from review 
under the proposed CAO due to its low susceptibility 
risk.   

Section 24.10.020 
Table 24.10-1 

Section 17.15.515 
Table 2 
Section 17.15.855 

A general location description has been added to the 
original section.  More uses are listed in Table 24.10-
1(proposed) than in Table 2 (current), and 
restrictions/permission for use activities may have 
been adjusted.  Minor text changes have also been 
made for the department name and for clarification. 

Section 24.10.030 Section 17.15.520(A) This is largely a new section outlining general 
minimum standards for all uses.  A number of uses in 
Chapter 17.15 Table 2 are “subject to review.” 
Standards are not listed in Chapter 17.15 for all uses 
and may be determined on a project by project basis.   

Section 24.10.040 Note: This is a new section.  Abandoned wells can provide 
direct access for contaminants to reach groundwater 
sources. 

 Prohibited and 
allowed uses in current 
ordinance are shown in 
Chapter 17.15, Table 2. 

Section 24.10.050 17.15.855 This is a new section.  17.15.855 includes some 
restrictions for wellhead protection areas. 

Section 24.10.060  This is a new section.  Agricultural activities in critical 
areas will be regulated by Chapter 17.15. 

Section 24.10.070  This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.10.080 Section 17.15.855(A)(1) This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.10.090  This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.10.100  This is a new section for additional standards for 
commercial and industrial uses. 

Section 24.10.103  New section. 
 

Section 24.10.105 
 

17.15.855(A), .856(A) Both the current and proposed CAO prohibit dry 
cleaners in one-year travel times of wellhead 
protection areas. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Other 
Sections of the TCC 

Notes 

Section 24.10.110 Section 17.15.855(A)(3) Gas stations are still prohibited within the one-year 
time of travel zone for a wellhead protection area. 

Section 24.10.120 Section 17.15.520(C)(4) Current language prohibits unattended generators in 
Category I and II CARAs.  Proposal allows them if 
secondary containment is provided. 

Section 24.10.130  New section. 

Section 24.10.135  New section. 

Section 24.10.140 Sections 17.15.520(C); 
17.15.855(C); .856(C), 
and .857(A) 

Proposal removes references to specific quantities of 
hazardous materials; references International Fire 
Code instead.  Currently, the [outdated] Uniform Fire 
Code is used. 

Section 24.10.145 
 

 New section. 

Section 24.10.150 
Table 24.10-1 

Section 17.15.520(F) 
Table 2 

Proposal prohibits new gravel mines in Category I 
CARAs, and 1-year, 5-year, and 10-year time of travel 
zones for wellhead protection areas. More detailed 
standards have been added.  This section may be 
modified in conjunction with the mineral lands and 
extraction code review. 

Section 24.10.160 Section 17.15.525; 
Chapter 17.15 Table 3 

More detailed standards have been added.  This 
section is being reviewed by Thurston County Health 
Department for consistency with their requirements. 

Section 24.10.170 Section 17.15.520(E)(2)  

Section 24.10.180 Section 17.15.855(A)(3), 
.856(A)(2) 

Proposal prohibits pipelines in Category I CARAs; 
current language prohibits them in one-year travel 
times of wellhead protection areas. 

Section 24.10.190  New section.   

Section 24.10.195  New section. 

Section 24.10.200  New section. 

Section 24.10.205 17.15.855(B) & .856(B)  

Section 24.10.210 Section 17.15.520(D)  

Section 24.10.220  New section.  
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Other 
Sections of the TCC 

Notes 

Section 24.10.230  New section. 

Section 24.10.240 855(A)(4), .856(A)(3) Proposal prohibits vehicle wrecking yards in Category 
I CARAs; current language prohibits them in one-year 
travel times of wellhead protection areas. 

Section 24.10.250 855(B)(3); .856(B)(3) Proposal prohibits wood products preserving in all 
CARAs, current ordinance prohibits it in the one-, five-
, and ten-year times of travel from wellhead 
protection areas. 

Table 24.10-3  New table. 

Table 24.10-4 Chapter 17.15 Appendix 
B 

The soils series for each area have not changed. 

 
Chapter 24.15 – Geologic Hazards 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.15.005 Section 17.15.600 Section has been modified to exclude hazard areas no 

longer included in Chapter 24.15. 
Section 24.15.010 Section 17.15.605 

(Erosion Hazard) 
This is largely a new section for the chapter.  Erosion 
hazard areas are not designated in the current critical 
areas ordinance. 

Section 24.15.015 Section 17.15.620 The buffer at the toe of slope has increased.    
 

Section 24.15.020 Section 17.15.825 A general location description has been added to the 
original section.  Minor text changes have also been 
made for the department name and for clarification. 

Section 24.15.021 Section 17.15.830 A reference to the cluster sections of the zoning 
ordinance was added to “A” Chapters 20.30 and 
30.30A TCC.   

Section 24.15.025 
& Table 24.15-1 

Section 17.15.610 & 
Table 5. 

The current critical areas ordinance prohibits all uses 
not listed in the use table.  The proposed allows for 
some interpretation to permit “like” uses consistent 
with the intent of the CAO.  The permitted use list has 
changed. 

Section 24.15.030  This is largely a new section outlining general 
standards for all uses.  A number of uses in Chapter 
17.15 Table 5 are “subject to review.” Standards are 
not listed in Chapter 17.15 for all uses and may be 
determined on a project by project basis.   

Section 24.15.040  This is a new section redirecting people to the current 
CAO for agricultural activities. 



Draft Comparison Table Between Draft Title 24 and Chapter 17.15 TCC. 12/7/2011 Page 8 

 

New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.15.050 Section 17.15.615(G) Reference to Shoreline Master Program updated, and 

an allowance for hand launching sites to be 
considered separately from boat ramps. 

Section 24.15.060  This is a new section.  
 

Section 24.15.070  This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.15.080  This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.15.090  This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.15.100  This is a new section. 
 

Section 24.15.110 Section 17.15.615 (D) Reference change 

Section 24.15.120  This is a new section. 

Section 24.15.130 Section 17.15.615 (M) More standards have been added including 
vegetation, parking area location and a reference to 
the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Section 24.15.140  New Section. 

Section 24.15.145 Table 5 New Section.  Table 5 in the current CAO indicates 
that no review is required.  The new section adds 
more specificity. 

Section 24.15.150 Section 17.15.615 (H) (I) Sections have been combined and then revised to 
include a preferential order for new stabilization 
techniques, and more specificity about each. 

Section 24.15.155 Section 17.15.615 (H) This is a new section. 

Section 24.15.160 Section 17.15.615 (F) No changes proposed. 

Section 24.15.170 Table 5. New section to add standards for a permitted use. 

Section 24.15.175  This is a new section. 

Section 24.15.180 Section 17.15.615 (N) The vegetation removal sections in the new CAO 
(24.15-180 to 230) expand on the old text to add 
more specific standards to address different 
situations not addressed in the original CAO. 

Section 24.15.190 Section 17.15.615 (N)  

Section 24.15.200 Section 17.15.615 (N)  
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
Section 24.15.210 Section 17.15.615 (N)  

Section 24.15.220 Section 17.15.615 (N)  

Section 24.15.230 Section 17.15.615 (N)  

Section 24.15.240  New section. 

   

 
Chapter 24.16 – Seismic Hazard Area 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.16.010 17.15.600 

Table 5 
 

 

24.16.020 17.15.605 Applicability has been expanded; proposal applies to all 
of unincorporated county.  Both the current and 
proposed code rely on the building code to ensure 
safety. 
 

24.16.030 17.15.630F(E) 
17.15.635(H) 

17.15.630 (E) & 17.15.635(H) will be incorporated into 
the special reports chapter. 
 

 

Chapter 24.17 – Volcanic Hazard Area 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.17.010 17.15.600  

 
24.17.020 17.15.605 Applicability has been expanded; lahar hazard in 

proposal extends past Alder Dam on the Nisqually River, 
all the way to Puget Sound per the BAS and hazards 
planning information.  Current CAO volcano hazard is 
limited to 500-year floodplain upstream of Alder Dam. 
 

24.17.030 17.15.630(F) 
Table 5  

Current CAO requires flood proofing certification and a 
topographic survey, with no evacuation planning..  The 
new standards require evacuation planning and for a 
new note recorded on the title so that future property 
owners will be aware of the potential hazard. 
 

24.17.040  This is a new section to add additional reasonable use 
exception criteria for critical facilities to ensure 
evacuation may be possible. 
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Chapter 24.18 – Mine Hazard Area 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.18.010 17.15.600  

 
24.18.020 17.15.605(B) Uses are not specified in the current CAO.  The main area 

for mapped mine hazards has not changed, and is still 
centered in south central Thurston County.  These mines 
are associated with other mines in north central Lewis 
County. 
 

24.18.030 17.15.605(B) Source of mine hazard location information is proposed 
to change.  It will be consistent with the Lewis County 
mine hazard code, and with the information from the 
Washington State Department of Natural Resources on 
mine hazard mapping. 
 

24.18.040 17.15.630 (D) 
17.15.635 (F) 

The current CAO does not include specific standards for 
development around mine hazard areas. 
 

24.18.050 17.15.635(F) The proposal contains more specific standards for mine 
hazard areas than what are in the current code. 
 

 

Chapter 24.20 – Frequently Flooded Areas 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 14.38 Notes 
24.20.005 
 

17.15.900, 14.38.010  
 

24.20.010 
 

14.38.030(A) The proposal applies to channel migration hazards, 
which are not regulated under current critical areas 
ordinance.  However channel migration hazard areas 
may be classified as a geologic hazard area in the existing 
critical areas ordinance if steep slopes are present. 

24.20.015 
 

17.15.860, 17.15.870, 
14.38.020(5) 

Proposed language specifies that base flood elevation 
(BFE) is at the outer edge of hazard area, and must be 
verified in the field.  

24.20.020 
 

17.15.865-17.15.880 
and Table 9.5 

Proposal creates specific “No Development Zone (NDZ)”; 
area extends 50 horizontal feet outward from edge of 
hazard.  Proposal includes all development; current 
language makes exceptions for public utilities and 
additions/accessory structures.  Proposal provides for 
reduced NDZ where land rises 2 feet above BFE before 
extending 50 horizontal feet from the edge of the hazard 
area. 

24.20.025 
 

17.15.865-17.15.880 
and Table 9.5 

New section; refers back to Chapter 14.38 for all new 
construction in the restricted development zone (RDZ). 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 14.38 Notes 
24.20.030 
 

17.15.865-17.15.880 
Table 9.5, & 
14.38.020(18) 

Proposed language provides standards for high ground 
water hazard area delineation.  Current language 
references County mapping and groundwater studies as 
sources of information. 

24.20.035 
 

17.15.865-17.15.880 
and Table 9.5 

New section; references to draft administrative 
provisions (24.05 TCC) and amendments language (24.91 
TCC) 

24.20.040 
 

14.38.090 Proposed language references 14.38, which adopts 
FEMA’s map correction procedures by reference. 

24.20.045 
 

 New section 

24.20.050 
 

 New section 

24.20.055 
 

 New section 

24.20.060 
 

14.38.050(E) Proposed language requires 3 foot elevation above BFE; 
current language requires elevation to BFE.  Proposal 
also references 14.38. 

24.20.065 
 

14.38.050(F) and 17.15 
Table 5 

Proposal prohibits new development in floodway.  
Current language limits development except through a 
reasonable use exception if studies demonstrate no rise 
in flood water levels will result; development is also 
subject to all provisions of 14.38.  Letters (C), (D) and (E) 
in proposal are new language. 

24.20.070 
 

17.15.925, 17.15.930 
and Chapters 14.38 & 
Title 19 Shorelines 

 

Table 24.20-1 
 

17.15 Table 5 Land uses listed in proposed table may not all be 
covered in current table, and vice versa.   

24.20.080 
 

17.15.930, 14.38.030, 
14.38.050 

Mostly new language. Proposal expands general 
language concerning all activities in frequently flooded 
areas. 

24.20.090 
 

17.15.930 & Table 5 New section 

24.20.100 
 

17.15.865, 17.15.930 & 
Table 9.5, 
14.38.050(A)(5); 050(E); 
050(F) 

Proposal expands criteria for high ground water flood 
hazard areas and adds criteria for channel migration 
hazards.  Proposal does not allow fill in floodway; 14.38 
allows fill if demonstrated not to raise flood levels. 

24.20.110 
 

 New section 

24.20.120 
 

17.15.930 Tables 5, 7 & 
9.5 

New section 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 14.38 Notes 
24.20.130 
 

17.15.865, 17.15.930, 
17.15 Table 5, 
14.38.050, & Article IV 
of the health code. 

14.38 requires new sewage systems be located to 
minimize floodwater damage/infiltration.  For single 
family homes, 17.15 allows septic systems in 100-year 
floodplain; not in floodway or high groundwater hazard 
area.  Proposed language prohibits new on-site septic 
systems in floodplain, floodway, high ground water and 
coastal high hazard areas, and channel migration zones 
(subject to 24.50 TCC).   

24.20.140 
 

17.15.865, 17.15.930(K), 
& Table 9.5 

 

24.20.150 
 

17.15.865, 17.15 Tables 
5 & 9.5 

Proposal prohibits stormwater retention, treatment and 
conveyance in floodways and coastal high hazard areas.  
Current language prohibits private stormwater 
retention/detention facilities in floodway. 

24.20.160 
 

17.15 Table 9.5, 
17.15.865, & 
17.15.930(CC) 

Proposal addresses hazard trees; references 14.38. 

24.20.165 
 

17.15.930(AA) Language expanded.  Proposal contains more specific 
requirements for frequently flooded areas. 

24.20.170 
 

17.15.865, 17.15.930, & 
17.15 Tables 5 & 9.5 

 

24.20.180 
 

17.15 Tables 5 & 9.5 Current CAO addresses single family wells; prohibits 
them in floodway only.  The proposal excludes all wells 
from floodways, floodplains, high ground water and 
coastal high hazard areas, and the high ground water no 
development zone. 

 
Chapter 24.25 – Fish and Wildlife Habitat Conservation Areas 
Notes: 1) The current Important Habitats and Species section (17.15.700 TCC) does not include  

standards for land uses; it defers to conditions of the Habitat Management Plan.  
Thus, specific land use standards comparisons below do not include comparisons of 
standards for important habitats and species, except for streams and marine habitats 
(see note #2). 

 
2)  Standards for fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas can be found in several 

places in the current code, including sections 17.15.600 (marine bluffs), and 17.15.700 
(Important Habitats and Species), 17.15.900 (streams).  The proposed draft 
consolidates standards for these areas into one chapter.  Note that there are also 
standards for fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas that can be found in the 
existing Shoreline Master Program for the Thurston Region (1990).  The draft CAO is 
not amending any language in the Shoreline Master Program; however regulations in 
environments regulated by both documents may be changing as part of the CAO 
update. 
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3)  SMP = Shoreline Master Program. 
 
4)  The terms “stream buffer” and “riparian habitat area” are both used in this document.  The 

proposed CAO will govern “riparian habitat areas”, which are those areas directly adjacent to 
streams and have characteristics of both aquatic and terrestrial environments.  For all intents 
and purposes, the term “stream buffer” in the existing CAO translates to “riparian habitat 
area” in the proposed draft. 

 
5.  Channel migration areas is a new description that is also associated with floodplain and 

floodways. 

 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 

Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.25.005 17.15.700; 
17.15.900 

 

24.25.010  
 

New section. 

24.25.015  New section. 
 

24.25.020 17.15.935(A) Range of standard stream buffers proposed to increase.  
Current range is 25-100 feet; proposed range is 100-250 feet. 

24.25.025 17.15.935(B) In general, fewer buffer reductions allowed in proposal.  
Maximum buffer reduction in proposal is 25% if conditions in 
the code are met; current maximum is 50% through a variance.  
Proposal does not include reduction based on lot depth alone 
(however, see Chapter 24.50 for nonconforming provisions). 

24.25.030  New section. 
 

24.25.035  New section. 
 

24.25.040  New section. 
 

24.25.045 SMP ; 17.15.600 
(marine bluffs) 

Marine habitats are currently addressed in the Shoreline 
Master Program (SMP) for the Thurston Region (1990) and in 
the existing Geologic Hazards section (17.15.600 TCC).   
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.25.050 SMP; 17.15.600 
(marine bluffs) 

Marine riparian areas may by nature include both a habitat 
element and, potentially, a steep slope risk element (i.e. 
marine bluffs).  Generally, standard buffers on marine habitats 
are proposed to increase.  Current buffers range from 50-100 
feet.  Proposal is 150 feet (except for “Rural” shorelines as 
defined in SMP).  Currently, standards for marine bluffs are 
discussed in section 17.15.600 TCC. 

24.25.055  New section. 
 

24.25.060 17.15.820; 
17.15.905, .915, 
.935, .940; SMP 

In proposal, lakes meeting applicability criteria in the SMP are 
regulated by SMP.  Ponds are currently regulated as wetlands 
or streams, depending on characteristics.  Under proposal, 
most ponds will likely fall under the definition of wetland. 
Proposed standard pond buffers are 100 feet, currently 25-50 
feet.  Proposal allows buffer increase under certain conditions. 

24.25.065 17.15.705, .740 Proposal expands and clarifies language on habitats and 
species that are addressed.  It also includes language from the 
interim prairie ordinance.  Both current and proposed CAOs 
address federal, state and local species.  The proposal also 
addresses federally protected species by reference.  Proposal 
protects primary habitats of state listed species (Habitat 
Management Plans currently developed to protect habitat of 
important species).   

24.25.070  New section. 
 

24.25.075 17.15.705, .720 Current language only requires implementation of protections 
for state priority species when management recommendations 
have been developed by the state.  Proposal requires 
protection for all state priority species and habitats. 

24.25.080 17.15.710 
 

 

Table 24.25-3 Table 5 Land uses listed in proposed table may not all be covered in 
current table, and vice versa.  Allowed/restricted uses may 
have changed in draft.  Generally speaking, there are more 
uses listed in the proposed table, and more proposed 
standards in the draft.  Sections listed below as “new section” 
and also the proposed land use table may have 
corresponding information listed in the current CAO table 
(Chapter 17.15 Table 5). 
 



Draft Comparison Table Between Draft Title 24 and Chapter 17.15 TCC. 12/7/2011 Page 15 

 

New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.25.090 SMP (for marine 
habitats); 
17.15.990, .995 

The proposed general standards in this section will apply to all 
land uses proposed in fish and wildlife habitat conservation 
areas. 

24.25.100 
 

New section. New and existing agricultural activities will continue to be 
regulated by Chapter 17.15 TCC after the Critical Areas 
Ordinance update is adopted. 

24.25.110 
 

17.15.930(E, H, & 
N); Shoreline 
Master Program 

 

24.25.120 
 

17.15.930(K)(8) Standards expanded.  Current language only requires that 
bridge crossings provide for the maintenance of bridges and 
culverts. 

24.25.130 
 

 New section. 

24.25.140 
 

New section. Clearing and grading standards are not addressed in the 
current CAO.  They are addressed in 14.37 TCC.  Additionally, 
stormwater and erosion control are addressed in 15.05 TCC. 

24.25.150 
 

17.15.930(C) Language expanded.  Proposal specifically bans use of 
herbicides as a means of ditch maintenance, and also 
considers ditches not in use or maintained in the past five 
years to be abandoned. 

24.25.160 
 

 New section. 

24.25.170 
 

 New section. 

24.25.180 
 

17.15.930(X), 
(CC)(3) 

 

24.25.190 
 

 New section. 

24.25.200 
 

 New section. 

24.25.210 
 

 New section. 

24.25.220 
 

 New section. 

24.25.230 
 

 New section. 

24.25.240 
 

17.20 TCC There are no mining standards for fish & wildlife habitat 
conservation areas in the current CAO.  Mining is, however, 
listed in Chapter 17.15 Table 5.  Chapter 17.20 TCC is the 
Mineral Extraction Code for Thurston County. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.25.250 
 

New section. Standards not addressed in current code, but on-site septic 
systems are listed in Table 5. 

24.25.260 
 

 New section. 

24.25.270 
 

17.15.930(F), (Z) Both versions of CAO require facilities to be located outside of 
habitat areas, if possible.  Proposal adds standards for trail 
width and active recreation, and expands water quality 
protection language.  For golf courses, current language 
requires “minimized” modifications to critical areas.  The 
proposal prohibits adverse impacts to important habitat areas 
and requires habitat areas and buffers to be left in their 
existing condition.   

24.25.280 
 

17.15.930(K) Language expanded.  Proposal is more restrictive of crossings 
in habitat buffers. 

24.25.290 
 

17.15.930(J), (K) Language has been added for road replacement; current CAO 
refers to the language for new roads. 

24.25.295 
 

17.15.930(Q) Current language refers only to new single family residences in 
floodplains (covered in proposed chapter 24.20 TCC).  
Proposed section 24.25.295 refers directly to chapter 24.50 
(Nonconforming Uses). 

24.25.300 
 

SMP, 
17.15.930(O), (P) 

Language expanded.  Both current and proposed CAO place 
preference on bioengineering over structural techniques, and 
prohibit structural techniques unless there is no alternative. 

24.25.310 
 

17.15.930(M) Current language refers to SMP.  Proposal also refers to SMP 
and also includes new standards. 

24.25.320 
 

17.15.930(U) Language expanded.  Both current and proposed CAO allow 
stormwater facilities to locate in the outer 25% of stream 
buffers when there is no alternative.  Also refer to chapter 
15.05 TCC (Drainage Design and Erosion Control Manual). 

24.25.325 
 

 New section.  Also refer to chapter 15.05 TCC (Drainage and 
Erosion Control Manual). 

24.25.330 
 

17.15.930(Y) Language expanded.  Proposal requires monitoring and surety, 
consideration of channel migration, and minimization of 
impacts to marine habitat. 

24.25.340 
 

17.15.930(AA) Language expanded.  Proposal includes language for stream 
crossings and individual service lines. 

24.25.350 
 

17.15.930(CC)  

24.25.360 
 

17.15.930(CC)  

24.25.370 
 

 New section. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.25.380 
 

17.30 TCC, 
17.15.930(CC) 

Language expanded for requiring avoidance of impacts to 
habitat, use of hand tools and erosion control. 

24.25.390 
 

17.15.930(CC)(4) Proposal allows County to request arborist report to 
determine hazard, and requires felled hazard trees/limbs to 
remain in place, unless they are diseased. 

24.25.400 
 

 New section. 

24.25.410 
 

SMP  

24.25.420 
 

 New section. 

Appendix 24.25-1 
Table 24.25-4 
 

17.15 Table 8 Proposed table still under review. 

Table 24.25-5 17.15 Table 9 
 

List of species updated – proposed table still under review. 

Table 24.25-6  New table.  Proposed table still under review. 
 

Table 24.25-7 17.15 Table 13  
 

Table 24.25-8 
 

17.15 Table 14  

Table 24.25-9 17.15 Table 15  
 

 
Chapter 24.30 – Wetlands 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.30.005 17.15.900 New section is expanded, more specific to 

wetlands 
 

24.30.010  New section 
 

24.30.015 17.15.200 New section; criteria for jurisdictional wetlands 
found in “Wetlands” definition in current code 
 

24.30.020 17.15.910 Updates federal guidance documents on 
wetland delineation 
 

24.30.025 17.15.920  
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.30.030 17.15.920 Proposed ordinance breaks former “Class III” 

wetlands into “Category III” and “Category IV” 
wetlands.  This is consistent with current 
guidance from Ecology.  In general, proposed 
language is more detailed in describing wetlands 
for each category. 
 

24.30.035 17.15.940  
 

24.30.040  New section 
 

24.30.045 17.15.900 Table 10 Buffer determination method proposed to 
change; currently based on intensity of land use 
and category of wetland; proposed to be based 
on habitat score of wetland report, water quality 
buffer distances, and other considerations for 
specific wetland types (e.g. bogs) 
 

24.30.050 17.15.940 Proposal reduces both the number of 
circumstances and the amount by which 
approval authority may reduce wetland buffers. 
 

24.30.055  New section.  Increase in buffer width at 
discretion of approval authority not currently in 
code.  
 

24.30.060 17.15.940 Proposal reduces amount by which buffer can be 
reduced in any given location through buffer 
averaging; expands criteria for averaging. 
 

24.30.065  New section 
 

24.30.070 17.15.970, .975, .980 
 

 
 

24.30.075 17.15.985, .955, .965 In proposal, enhancement is not allowed as a 
sole method of mitigation as per Ecology 
guidance.  Proposal allows County to 
develop/consider credit/debit system, and in-
lieu fee mitigation. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.30.080 17.15.960, .965; 

17.15.900 Table 11 
Proposal expands criteria for establishing 
mitigation ratios.  Mitigation options are more 
detailed in proposal.  Mitigation options also 
separated by wetland characteristics (e.g. 
differing ratios for Category II estuarine wetlands 
vs. other Category II wetlands). 

24.30.082  New proposed section still under development by 
staff. 
 

24.30.085 17.15.925  
 

Table 24.30-2 17.15 Table 5 Land uses listed in proposed table may not all be 
covered in current table, and vice versa.   
 

24.30.090  New section 
 

24.30.100 17.15.930(A) & (B) No new proposed agricultural standards.  New 
and existing agriculture uses will be regulated by 
Chapter 17.15. 
 

24.30.110 17.15.930(E), (H), (L), & 
(N) 

Proposed to be allowed in Cat. II-IV wetlands 
associated with SMP lakes, subject to standards.  
Floats, piers and hand launches currently 
permitted subject to standards of SMP in all 
types.  Boat ramps/vehicle access currently 
prohibited in all types. 
 

24.30.130  New section 
 

24.30.140 17.15.930(I) & (K)  Proposal expands criteria. 
 

24.30.150 17.15.1005(C) Current ordinance requires grading plan, 
proposal has standards for clearing and grading.  
Also see proposed chapter 24.35 for reporting 
requirements. 
 

24.30.160  New section 
 

24.30.170  New section; references specific sections on 
mitigation 
 

24.30.180  New section 
 

24.30.190  New section 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.30.200  New section  

 
24.30.210  New section 

 
24.30.220 17.15.900 Table 5 Currently allowed subject to standards in Class III 

wetlands, proposal permits mineral extraction in 
Category III and IV wetlands that are eligible for 
replacement. 
 

24.30.230 17.15.900 Table 5 New section; current ordinance permits septic 
drainfields in Class I-III wetland buffers subject 
to standards.  Proposal does not allow septic 
systems in wetland buffers. 
 

24.30.240  New section 
 

24.30.250  New section 
 

24.30.260 17.15.930(Z) Proposal expands criteria. 
 

24.30.270 17.15.930(J) & (K) Proposal expands criteria. 
 

24.30.280 17.15.930(K); 17.15.900 
Table 5 

Currently allowed in wetlands and buffers 
subject to standards.  Proposal requires approval 
authority decision that no other alternative is 
possible before allowing a crossing of a wetland 
or buffer, versus “avoiding to the extent 
possible”.  Proposal expands criteria, is more 
detailed. 
 

24.30.290 17.15.900 Table 5 Allowed in both ordinances. 
 

24.30.300 17.15.930(U) Proposal prohibits intrusion of stormwater 
facilities into Category I and II wetland buffers, 
with the exception of pipes in the outer 25%. 
 

24.30.310 17.15.930(U), (V), & (W) Proposal only allows stormwater facilities in the 
outer 25% of Category III and IV wetland buffers, 
subject to standards.  Proposal expands criteria 
for placement in buffers. 
 

24.30.315  New section 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.30.320 17.15.930(AA) Proposal allows new utility lines in existing right 

of ways.  New corridors are permitted outside 
Category I & II wetlands and the inner 75% of 
their buffers.  New utility facilities not currently 
allowed in Class I wetlands.  Criteria expanded in 
proposal. 
 

24.30.330 17.15.900 Table 5 Current CAO lists single family residence wells; 
permitted in wetland buffers.  Proposal allows 
wells in outer 25% of Category II-IV wetland 
buffers, subject to standards. 
 

24.30.340 17.15.930(BB), (CC) 
 

 
 

24.30.350 17.15.930(CC)  
 

24.30.360 17.15.930(CC)  
 

24.30.370 17.15.930(CC)  
 

24.30.380 17.15.930(CC)  
 

24.30.390 17.15.930(CC)  
 

24.30.400  New section 
 

24.30.410 17.15.930(BB)  
 

24.30.420  New section 
 

 

Chapter 24.35 – Special Reports 
Notes: 1) This proposed chapter represents a combination of special report requirements for all 
critical areas.  This approach is a departure from the organization of the current CAO, which 
includes reporting standards in each critical area chapter. 

 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 

Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.35.010 
 

 New introductory section. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.35.015 17.15.200 Language similar to proposed section is found in current 
code under definition of “mitigation”. 

24.35.017 17.15.1005(F)(5)(c), 
(e), (f), and (h) 

Proposed monitoring and contingency language applies to 
mitigation projects for all critical areas.  Currently, language 
only exists for wetland mitigation contingency and 
monitoring. 

24.35.020  New section. 

24.35.025 17.15.530  

24.35.030 17.15.535 Proposed language allows approval authority to waive 
portions of hydrological report based on site conditions or 
project mitigation.  Proposed standards are similar, if slightly 
expanded from current language. 

24.35.040 17.15.540 Proposed section refers directly to 24.35.017 (see discussion 
above). 

24.35.045 17.15.520(C)(3), (D) Mostly new section.  Some provisions found in proposed 
language are located in current code. 

24.35.050 17.15.630  

24.35.060 17.15.630(B) and 
(C) 

Current language allows special report waiver in cases of 
limited excavation at top of slope.  Proposal does not address 
waiver for limited excavation. 

24.35.070 17.15.635(A)  

24.35.080 17.15.635(C)  

24.35.090 17.15.635(G)  

24.35.100  New section. 

24.35.110 17.15.635(I) In both the current and proposed CAO, topographic surveys 
are required in floodplains and volcanic hazard areas. 

24.35.120 17.15.635(B)  

24.35.130 17.15.630(A), 
17.15.635(D, E, F, 
& H) 

Proposal provides more specific language for requirements of 
geologic assessments including criteria for minor and major 
reports.  Note: Requiring reports for erosion hazard areas is a 
new addition to CAO; currently no reports are required. 

24.35.140  New section. 

24.35.150  New section. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.35.160 17.15.635(D) Proposal expands report requirements and detail of geologic 
assessments in landslide hazard areas. 

24.35.170 17.15.635(E) Proposal expands report requirements and detail of geologic 
assessments in marine bluff hazard areas. 

24.35.180 17.15.635(F) Proposal expands report requirements and detail of geologic 
assessments in mine hazard areas. 

24.35.190 17.15.635(H)  

24.35.200 17.15.1000  

24.35.210 17.15.1005(A)  

24.35.220 17.15.1005(C)  

24.35.230 17.15.1005(D)  

24.35.240  New section.  Current code does not require reports for 
channel migration hazard areas. 

24.35.250 17.15.730  

24.35.260 17.15.730, 
17.15.1000 
 

 

24.35.270  New section.  Current code does not provide for waiver of 
special reports for important habitats and species. 

24.35.280  New section.  Current code does not distinguish between 
major and minor projects. 

24.35.290 17.15.735, 
17.15.1005(A & C) 

Proposal expands standards. 

24.35.300 17.15.735 Mostly new section.  Current code (17.15.735) describes 
mitigation actions that may be included in habitat 
management plans. 

24.35.310  New section. 

24.35.320 17.15.1005(A)  

24.35.330 17.15.1005(C)  

24.35.340  New section. 

24.35.350 17.15.1000  
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 
Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.35.360  New section. 

24.35.370 17.15.1005(E & G) Language and standards expanded. 

24.35.380 17.15.1005(F) Language and standards expanded. 

 
Chapter 24.40 – Critical Area Review Permit 
This is the primary permit in the critical areas ordinance and is intended to be the companion permit to 
other development permits required by the zoning ordinance, building codes, and other codes.  A critical 
area administrative review is currently required when no SEPA determination is required. 

 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.40.010 New Subsection This section outlines the applicability of the critical area 

review permit.   
24.40.020 Section 17.15.412 and 

17.15 Table 1-A 
The proposed ordinance keeps the same general 
processes in place.  The review process will depend on 
the application type. 
 
The critical area administrative review is currently 
processed as a Type I review.  However, these are only 
used for applications that do not require SEPA.  SEPA 
determinations are made by the director/staff with an 
appeal to the Hearing Examiner.  This is similar to a Type 
II application process. 

24.40.030 New Section  This section references the submittal requirements in 
Chapter 24.05.080.  This is a similar set up used in Title 
20 for variances, special use permits, and other 
applications to reference submittal requirements in 
Chapter 20.60. 

24.40.040 17.15.412(C), 20.52.070 Subsection A is new.  Findings of fact are required for 
decisions under the CAO, and provide a basis for the 
decision.  Subsection B is from 17.15.412(C). 

24.40.050 New Section This section is intended to provide basic review criteria 
for critical area review permits.  Decisions will likely 
require more findings depending on the critical area 
being reviewed. 

24.40.060 17.15.412 (D), 
20.52.040, 20.54.050 

This section is a hybrid of several sections of the existing 
Thurston County Code.  The existing subsection 
17.15.412(D) is very general.  The proposed section is 
more definitive. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.40.070 20.52.030 This section is consistent with the same provision in the 

variance chapter in Title 20.  State law requires the 
County to protect critical areas, and does not include a 
provision to allow profitability to override critical area 
protection.   

24.40.080 17.15.355 Authorized activity runs with the underlying permit.  This 
is consistent with the existing CAO.   
 
Where there is no underlying permit, the proposed 
section adds a time limit/expiration date of 3 years, 
which is consistent with time limits associated with 
variances and special use permits in Title 20. 

24.40.090 17.15.355 Extensions of time in Title 20 follow the same process as 
the initial approval. 

24.40.100 New Section  
 

 
Chapter 24.45 TCC – Reasonable Use Exception 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.45.010 17.15.415(A) New section 

 
24.45.020 17.15.415(C)(5) No significant changes from the previous section.  The 

primary focus in both was the exclusion of situations where 
there was a self created hardship. 
 

24.45.025 17.15.415(A) So significant changes are proposed.  Any property owner 
may apply unless prohibited by the previous section. 
 

24.45.030 17.15.415(C) The proposal adds criteria to ensure the protection of critical 
areas during the review process, and to ensure the use of 
best available science during the review. 
 

24.45.040 17.15.415(B) The proposed process for considering reasonable use 
exceptions is not changing.  It will still be a Type III process, 
with staff recommendation and hearing examiner decision. 
 

24.45.050 17.15.415(B), (D) 
 

The requirement for the hearing examiner to enter findings is 
consistent with zoning ordinance applications, and current 
practice. 
 

24.45.060 17.15.415(D) The ability to place conditions on approvals is consistent with 
the current CAO.  
 

24.45.070 17.15.415(B)  
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24.45.080  New section.  This is based on Chapter 20.52, specifically 
Section 20.52.030.  Like a variance, reasonable use exceptions 
need to be based on the specific conditions existing on a 
specific property, and not surrounding uses that may have 
been approved under a previous development code. 
 

24.45.090 17.15.415(E) No changes are proposed. 
 

 

Chapter 24.50 TCC – Nonconforming Uses 

Chapter 24.50 is a consolidation of various sections and listings in the current CAO, and Chapter 
20.56.050 in the Zoning Ordinance. 

New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.50.010 17.15.615(C), (J), & (K); 

17.15.930(G), (R), (S), & (T) 
Table 5 Uses and Activities & 
Table 9.5 High Groundwater 
Flood Hazards 

New section to introduce chapter.  Sections listed at left 
include pertinent sections in the existing code.  Not all 
may be listed as many sections cover nonconforming uses 
and development of existing lots. 
 
 

24.50.020 17.15.615(C) & (J); 
17.15.930(G) & (S) 
Table 5, Table 9.5 
 

 

24.50.025 17.15.615 & 17.15.930 
Tables 5 & 9.5 

While this is a new section, impervious surface limits are 
covered in other areas of the existing CAO.  No 
expansions are currently permitted. 
 

24.50.030 17.15.615 (C) & (J) 
17.15.930(G) 

No horizontal expansion of the nonconforming portions 
of an existing structure is currently permitted.  The 
proposed prohibition on the enclosure of decks and 
porches is consistent with current standards.  Vertical 
expansions and expansions of conforming portions of the 
structure are allowed in both as well. Additions cannot be 
cantilevered over the critical area in either the proposed 
or current code.  Proposal uses market value to 
determine amount of alteration/repair can be made to 
nonconforming structure in floodway (This comes from 
Thurston County’s Flood Code, Chapter 14.38 TCC)  
 

24.50.035 17.15.615(C), 17.15.930(G) Proposal refines criteria. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.50.040 17.15.615(K), 17.15.930(T) 

for residences. Tables 5 & 
9.5 

Current CAO refers to Chapter 20.56.050 for destroyed 
structure replacement rules.  Replacement of 
nonconforming structures is not currently permitted in 
floodways and volcanic hazard areas.  Because the Case 1 
Lahar volcanic hazard area is much larger and includes the 
entire Nisqually Valley which has fairly low permitted 
densities, staff has recommended that the County allow 
replacement.  Replacement in the area in the shoreline 
jurisdiction covered by the Shoreline Master Program is 
prohibited. 
 

24.50.050 17.15.615(K), 17.15.930(T) 
for residences; 20.56.031 for 
nonresidential structures. 
Tables 5 & 9.5 

For nonresidential structures, currently only allowed to 
replace within existing footprint.  Current code does not 
permit replacement unless no buildable area exists 
outside the critical area, or in the same footprint through 
an administrative variance.  The proposal requires 
discretionary replacement to take place outside critical 
area and buffer if there is sufficient area. 
 

24.50.060 17.15.930(S) New section.  No horizontal expansion of an existing 
structure is currently permitted.  Vertical expansions are 
allowed.  The 5,000 square foot encroachment is new. 
 

24.50.065 Tables 5 & 9.5 New section.  Uses permitted in frequently flooded areas 
will be outlined in Chapter 24.20.  Single family residences 
are not permitted in the floodway, as are other structures 
and uses.  No expansion is currently permitted, even 
vertical expansion.  
 

24.50.070 17.15.615(K), 17.15.930(T) Proposal requires new mobile homes that are more than 
500 SF larger than original to conform with provisions for 
discretionary replacement of structures (24.50.050).  
Limits applicant to only one size increase. 
 

Note: Proposal moves all nonconforming provisions and regulations to one chapter.  The current CAO 
contains nonconforming provisions in Chapters 600 and 900, and in Tables 5 & 9.5. 
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Chapter 24.55 TCC – Subdivision in Designated Critical Areas 

New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 and Title 20 Notes 
24.55 Chapter 17.15 Table 5 & 

9.5 
17.15.930(Q) 
17.15.710 
17.15.830 

This is a new chapter which consolidates standards from 
various sections and tables in Chapter 17.15 TCC.  Single 
family homes are not currently listed as permitted uses in 
landslide hazard areas, wetlands, floodways, 100-year 
flood plains, streams, and volcanic hazard areas.  Under 
certain conditions, single family homes on existing lots are 
permitted, however, new subdivisions of land would only 
be permitted if no fill was necessary to mitigate the high 
groundwater hazard. 
 

 

Chapter 24.60 TCC – Signs and Fencing 
 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.60.010 17.15.345 New section to introduce the chapter and state the purpose. 

 
24.60.020 17.15 Table 5 Currently, interpretation and critical area tract signage, and 

survey markers are permitted in critical areas. 
 

24.60.030 17.15.990, 17.15.995; 
Figures 28 and 29 
 

 

24.60.040 17.15.345 Proposal adds specificity to fencing standards. 
 

24.60.050 17.15.345 Proposal adds specificity to fencing standards. 
 
 

Chapter 24.65 – Critical Area Tracts and Easements 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & 

Other Sections of 
Thurston County 
Code 

Notes 

24.65 
 

17.15.340 Proposal expands language for critical area tracts and 
easements. 

 
Chapter 24.70 TCC – Surety Agreements 
 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.70.010 17.15.360 New section to introduce the chapter. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.70.020 17.15.360 (A) Installation and maintenance are separate as these are 

separate activities.  The proposal adds more specificity as to 
when the County can require a bond for improvements and 
maintenance. 
 

24.70.030  This is a new section that would allow the County to accept 
the maintenance and monitoring of improvements from the 
property owner.   
 

24.70.040 17.15.360 Proposal requires surety in amount of 125% cost of 
improvements. 
 

24.70.060 17.15.360(A) Proposal clarifies forms of surety acceptable to the County.  
This section is more specific than what is currently in the 
code. 
 

24.70.070 17.15.360(B) The section in the current CAO indicates that action in 
Superior court is required to execute the bond.  The new 
section add specificity to the process for recovering a surety 
to complete required improvements or maintenance.  It also 
specifies that the surety is to be used for the required 
improvements, and that the County can recover any 
deficiency and attorney fees. 
 

24.70.080 17.15.360(D)  The language has been updated, and new language has been 
added for monitoring. 
 

 
Chapter 24.90 TCC – Emergency Authorization 
 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.90.010  This is a new chapter that consolidates several different 

sections in the current Critical Areas Ordinance.   
24.90.010 is a new section.  Table V in the current CAO 
requires verbal authorization from the director.  The 
proposal would not require this for declared emergencies.  
However, emergency activities are required restore critical 
areas damaged during the emergency, by emergency 
activities. Activities are limited to the minimum necessary. 
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.90.020  New section.  Table V in the current CAO requires verbal 

authorization.  This section would allow action on weekends 
and holidays when the director may not be available for 
permission. Emergency activities are required restore 
critical areas damaged during the emergency, by 
emergency activities.   
 

24.90.030  New section.  Table V in the current CAO requires verbal 
authorization. This section would allow action on weekends 
and holidays when the director may not be available for 
permission. Emergency activities are required restore 
critical areas damaged during the emergency, by 
emergency activities. 
 

24.90.040 17.15.615(A), 
17.15.930(D); Table 5 

Proposal also allows emergency authorization to prevent 
environmental/habitat damage. 
 

24.90.050 17.15.615(A), 
17.15.930(D); Table 5 

Emergency action referenced in Table 5 of current CAO in 
addition to the two sections to the left.  
 

24.90.060 17.15.615(A)(3) 
17.15.930(D)(3) 
 

 

24.90.070 17.15.615(A)(4) 
17.15.930(D)(4) 
 

 

 

Chapter 24.91 TCC – Amendments 
 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.91.010 Chapter 20.59 This is an entirely new chapter.  This is largely based on 

Chapter 20.59 which covers amendments to Title 20.  
Similar chapters are also in Titles 21, 22, and 23.   
 

24.91.020  The amendment procedure falls back on Chapter 2.05, 
which would be the same as other development code 
amendments. 
 

24.91.030 17.15.445 (A) & (B) The new language reiterates that the director of Resource 
Stewardship (or designee) updates and maintains maps, 
however, it is more specific on who has the ability to amend 
the maps to ensure they can be updated in a timely 
manner.  
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New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.91.040  The decision criteria are new to the critical areas ordinance, 

and follow what would normally be considered for 
amending the CAO. 
 

 

Chapter 24.92 TCC – Enforcement, Violations, and Penalty 
 
New Title 24 Chapter 17.15 & Title 20 Notes 
24.92.010  17.15.430, 17.15.435, 

20.60.050 & 20.60.055 
 
 

24.92.020 17.15.430, 17.15.435, & 
20.60.050(2) 

 
 

24.92.030 17.15.430 & 
20.60.050(4) 

 
 

24.92.040 17.15.430 & 20.60.050  
 

24.92.050 17.15.430, 20.60.050 & 
20.60.055 

Proposal expands criteria 
 

24.92.060 20.60.050 & 20.60.055 New section 
 

24.92.070 17.15.430, 17.15.435 & 
20.60.055 

 
 

24.92.080 17.15.430, 20.60.050 & 
20.60.055 

 
 

 


