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Briefing Date:  Wednesday August 24, 2011 

3:00 to 4:00 P.M. 

Office/Dept. & 
Staff Contact:  

Planning Department 

Scott Clark ext. 3005 

Jeremy Davis ext. 7010 

Subject:  Ruckelshaus Process – Critical Areas, Agricultural Uses and the 
Washington State Conservation Commission Voluntary Stewardship 
Program (ESHB 1886) 

Purpose (check one): Information only

Decision needed 

Follow up from previous briefing
 

Overview of Surrounding 
Issues: 

 

No more than 10 minutes of discussion 
on each issue please. You may also add 
more items if necessary. 

To add additional items, click on 
“Table” above on the menu and “Insert” 
rows below. 

 

1. Background Summary: 

This is the first of two initial briefings scheduled for this issue.  A 
follow-up briefing is scheduled for October 12, 2011.   

In the spring of 2007, the state legislature adopted Substitute Senate 
Bill 5248 which included the following provisions: 

 Required the Ruckelshaus Center to look into the conflicts 
between critical areas regulations and agricultural uses.  The 
Ruckelshaus Center was tasked to conduct a fact finding 
mission, bring together stakeholders on this issue for 
discussion of the issues, and develop a recommendation to the 
legislature. 

 Enacted a moratorium on new critical areas regulations on 
agricultural uses defined in the bill between May 1, 2007 and 
June 30, 2010. In 2010, the moratorium was extended until 
June 30, 2011 so the work could be completed. 

In the spring of 2011, the state legislature enacted Engrossed 
Substitute House Bill (ESHB) 1886 which enacted the 
recommendations of the Ruckelshaus process.  This bill amended the 
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Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A) to allow options for 
protecting critical areas: 

 Permits the County to use a voluntary stewardship program in 
conjunction with stakeholders in lieu of enacting further 
critical areas regulations in regards to agricultural uses.  At the 
state level, the voluntary stewardship program is to be 
administered by the Washington Conservation Commission.   

 Continue under existing law and update critical areas 
regulations for agricultural uses by July 22, 2013. 

 Limit the voluntary stewardship program to certain 
watersheds in the county, and update the critical areas 
regulations for other watersheds. 

A decision on whether to opt-in to the voluntary stewardship program 
is due by January 22, 2012.  The County must opt-in by ordinance. 
The ordinance needs to indicate the county’s participation in the 
program, identify watersheds/areas that will participate in the 
program, and nominate watersheds for consideration by the 
Washington Conservation Commission as state priority watersheds. 

2.  Guest Presentation on Ruckelshaus Bill 

The county has requested the assistance of the Washington 
Conservation Commission and the Washington Association of 
Counties to help with the discussion of the voluntary stewardship 
program.   

Guest Speakers: 

Ron Schultz, Washington Conservation Commission 

Eric Johnson, Washington Association of Counties 

The conservation commission has provided a summary of the 
voluntary stewardship program, which is in Attachment A.  The 
summary includes the following: 

 Background 

 County Goals in Discussions 

 What the New Program Does 

 Opting in and Not Opting into the Program 

 Withdrawing from the Program 

 Funding and Timing 
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 Designating a Watershed Group 

 Role of a Watershed Group 

 Required Work Plans and Goals 

 Relation to the Growth Management Act 

 Impacts to Landowners and Enforcement 

County staff has also invited other interested parties.  

5.  General Time Line for County Action on Voluntary 
Stewardship Option: 

In order to select the voluntary stewardship option, the county will 
need to adhere to the following general timeline. 

 September to November 2011 – confer with tribes, 
neighboring counties, environmental and agricultural interests 
to identify watersheds/areas. 

 November 2011 – Set a public hearing for early December to 
take public testimony on an on ordinance to enter the 
voluntary stewardship program. 

 Early December – Hold public hearing. 

 January 17, 2012 – Final decision on ordinance due at regular 
County Commissioners’ meeting. 

Documents Attached:  Attachment A:  Washington State Conservation Commission 
Summary 

 Attachment B:  ESHB 1886 

 

Recap: Action is required by January 22, 2012 to opt-in to the voluntary 
stewardship program.  This is the first of two initial briefings 
scheduled for this issue.  A follow-up briefing is scheduled for 
October 12, 2011. 

Options with Pros & Cons: 

You may also add more options 
here if necessary by inserting 
additional rows 

The following options are presented in ESHB 1886. 
 
Option 1:  Opt-in to the voluntary stewardship program. 
 
Option 2:  Do not opt-in to the voluntary stewardship program. 
 
Option 3:  Opt-in for select portions of Thurston County 

Staff Recommendation(s): Consult with interested parties to investigate the available options, 
and return to the Board with a preliminary recommendation and 
status report in October 2011. 
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Board Recommendation(s): Board Discussion, Deliberation and Direction 

Next Steps/Timeframe: 1. Hold a follow-up briefing on October 12, 2011. 
2. Continue to consult with interested parties. 
3. Give staff final direction. 

 
Conclusion:  

 


