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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 
 
 
TITLE: Review City of Olympia Request for 
Consider Adoption of Ken Lake Interim 
Regulations at the Request of the City of 
Olympia 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Scott Clark, x 3005  
Contact: Jeremy Davis, x 7010  

TYPE OF ACTION NEEDED: 

 Executed Contract       

 Pass Resolution       

 Pass Ordinance       

 Pass Motion  X 

 Other         

SUMMARYOF EFFECT ON THE 
BUDGET: 
Expenditures: 

1. Additional Expenditures ......................................... $0.00 

2. An Increase in Ending Fund Balance ..................... $0.00 

 Total Increase in Expenditure Authority ................ $0.00 

Financed By: 

1. Additional Revenues .............................................. $0.00 

2. A Decrease in Ending Fund Balance ...................... $0.00 

 Total Financing Sources ......................................... $0.00 

AGENDA ITEM NO.                               

DEPT. OF ORIGIN:  Planning Department 

DATE SUBMITTED:  November 24, 2010  

FOR AGENDA OF: December 7, 2010 

CLASS OF ITEM: 

 Consent:  

 Timed:  

 Department: X 

LIST OF EXHIBITS: 
 - Maps 
 - City of Olympia Request Letter 
 - Draft Interim Ordinance 

- Public Hearing Notice 

CLEARANCE OF OTHER DEPT. 

Prosecutor’s Office    X     
Financial Services           
Human Resources           
Budget Office           
ACAO           
Other (if applicable)          

 

Summary Statement:  

Please see the next page for the summary statement. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

 

Staff recommends the Board of County Commissioners approve an ordinance adopting interim 
regulations for the area northwest of Ken Lake in the unincorporated City of Olympia UGA for a period 
of twelve months. 
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Summary Statement: 
On October 5, 2010, the City of Olympia passed Ordinance No. 6718 which changed the zoning for 
approximately 80 acres west of Ken Lake from Residential Four Units per Acre (R-4) to Residential Low Impact 
Two to Four Units per Acre (RLI 2-4).  On October 22, 2010, City of Olympia Mayor Doug Mah sent the 
attached letter requesting the County take the same action for adjacent property, and work with the City to address 
land use, zoning and drainage issues in the Ken Lake Drainage Basin.   

This letter was received by the County on November 2, 2010. On November 16, 2010, the City Council held a 
public hearing.  Following the hearing, the City Council reaffirmed Ordinance No. 6718 and extended the 
duration to twelve (12) months.   

The affected area is generally bounded by Highway 101 to the north, the Olympia UGA boundary to the west, and 
the Olympia City limits to the south and east.  The only access to this area is from Kaiser Road over Highway 
101. 

Because of the differences between the City of Olympia standards for the RLI 2-4 zoning district and Thurston 
County’s RLI 2-4 zoning district, staff is recommending that the Board also adopt the impervious surface 
standards for the Residential One Unit per Five Acres (R1-5) (Title 23 TCC) designation for the study area. 

The attached interim ordinance would rezone the residentially zoned area bounded by Highway 101 to the north, 
the Olympia UGA boundary to the west, and the Olympia City limits to the south and east from Residential Four 
Units per Acre (R-4) to Residential Low Impact Two to Four Units per Acre (RLI 2-4), and impose the 
impervious surface standards of the Residential One Unit per Five Acres (Title 23) zoning district. 

Analysis: 
The area in question was designated R-4 in 1994.  This designation was intended to address special environmental 
constraints and prevent stormwater related problems by limiting density and restricting impervious surfaces to 
35% of each lot.  There are no other special stormwater related requirements associated with the zoning district.  
There is no minimum density. 

The RLI 2-4 and Residential One Unit per Five Acres (R1-5) (Title 23 TCC)designations were approved in 2001 
as a follow-up to the Green Cove Creek Drainage Basin Plan to address special environmental constraints and 
stormwater related issues in the drainage basin. In the unincorporated portion of the Olympia UGA, the RLI 2-4 
designation was primarily applied to lots already developed at urban densities.  Lots with five or more acres and 
some smaller lots were designated R 1-5. 

The impervious surface standards in the RLI 2-4 district are different in the City of Olympia Development Code 
when compared to the County’s RLI 2-4 district.  The City allows up to 2,500 square feet of impervious surface 
coverage whereas the County allows up to 45% of each individual lot to be covered by impervious surfaces 
irrespective of lot size.   

The impervious surface and building coverage standards for the R 1-5 district are determined by lot size, and 
accommodate larger lots.  The southern portion of the subject area is already developed with large lot single 
family homes.  The northern portion of the area consists of larger lots ranging in size from 1.1 acres to 21.6 acres. 
It is recommended that the impervious surface limits in the R 1-5 district be used in lieu of the County’s RLI 
impervious surface and building coverage standards due to these larger lots. 

Comprehensive Plan Docket: 
In order to accommodate the initial timeline of 6-12 months outlined by the City, the 2010-11 Official Docket of 
Comprehensive Plan Amendments would need to be amended to add an item addressing the Ken Lake area.  The 
City of Olympia is also adding an item to their docket.  In order to amend the docket, the County must follow the 
process outlined in Chapter 2.05 TCC which requires a written 20-day public comment period. 
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