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BoCC Request for PC to Review and Consider:

 Clarifying producers and processors as separate and distinct uses; 

 Allowing marijuana producers in rural residential zoning districts;

 Evaluating appropriate lot sizes and setbacks in relation to mitigating odors and 
visual impacts; and

 Expansion of existing nonconforming uses in rural residential zoning districts. 



Clarifying producers and processors as 
separate and distinct uses

 Processors use volatile solvents to extract and infuse 
useable marijuana products; and may include: Butane, 
Petroleum Ether, Isopropyl Alcohol, Acetone, Hexane, 
Pentane, and Heptane.

 Is it necessary to make a clear distinction between 
producers and processors for the purpose of applying 
zoning?



Allowing marijuana producers in rural 
residential zoning districts

 The LCB limits number of Retailers, not 
Producers/Processors.

 Possible high concentrations in certain areas due to lack 
of allowed zoning.  

 Rural was preferred option over Agricultural lands so that 
they may be preserved for food and timber production.

 Is it appropriate based on what we know to allow 
marijuana producers in rural residential zones?



Evaluating appropriate lot sizes in relation 
to mitigating odors and visual impacts

 There are few lots within the County 40 acres or more in 
size, or capable of being combined with adequately sized 
contiguous property.

 Parcels may also be irregularly shaped, encumbered by 
critical areas, or do not qualify for marijuana production.

 Should minimum lot size be determined by zone, Producer 
Tier, process; or, combination of review factors? 



Evaluating appropriate setbacks in relation to 
mitigating odors and visual impacts

 Current standard exceeds those of any other jurisdiction 
noted in the PC staff report as a comparative study; and is 
prohibitive due to irregular lot shapes.

 Are the current buffers necessary and commiserate with 
current or possibly modified lot sizes to mitigate visual 
impacts and odors; or, can they be modified? 



Expansion of existing nonconforming uses in 
rural residential zoning districts. 

 There are different ways and means of expanding various 
types of uses be they allowed, nonconforming, or allowed 
by special use permit. 

 Do existing standards adequately address nonconforming 
uses; or, do standards need to be created/modified so 
that nonconforming uses are not allowed to expand 
without meeting current development standards?



 Checkout the marijuana page and take the survey at 
www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/docket/docket-marijuana.htm

 You can sign-up for email notifications, and check upcoming agendas at 
www.thurstonplanning.org

 Or, you can contact me directly kchalem@co.Thurston.wa.us or phone: 
360.867.2097 

 Also, You can view all news releases at 
http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/news_releases/index.asp

How to Stay Informed and Participate

Thank You


