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WASH INGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF Caring for 
Natural Resources your natural resources 
Peter Goldmark - Commissioner of Public Lands .. now and fmever 

----_.. __.­

Jeremy Davis October 5, 2009 

Associate Planner 

Thurston County Planning Department 

2000 Lakeside DL SW 

Olympia, W A 98502 


Jeremy 

Please accept this letter in response to our September 30, 2009 conversation about down zoning 
Webster Forest Nursery from Tumwater Urban Growth to Thurston County Rural 1110, and your 
request for additional information concerning Webster Forest Nursery business practices. 

Webster Forest Nursery grows tree seedlings for reforestation per RCW 43.30.710. Over the 
past 10 years we have averaged 8.8 million seedlings per year, with 5.8 million (66%) for DNR 
reforestation on state lands. Of the remaining 3 million seedlings per year, 1.4 million have been 
grown on contract (wholesale) for private companies. The last category is what we call "Public 
Sales" to private landowners to restock forest lands, which averages 1.4 million seedlings per 
year (16% of the total) . Assuming last year was representative of our typical business practice, 
we sold l.2 million seedlings to Public Sales, however some of those seedlings were sold 
wholesale to contract foresters planting seedlings on numerous properties for a labor plus 
seedlings contract (wholesale). Last year we collected $29,361 in sales tax, which was $376,423 
in sales, which was approximately 1.075 million seedlings, or approximately 12% of our 
business is retail sales. All retail sales are conducted out of the main office building. There are 
no retail sales from our greenhouses; they are strictly seedling production facilities. 

If you have any additional questions please feel free to call. 

Since1-y, 

v/L~ 
/ John Trobaugh 

Program Manager 
Webster Forest Nursery 
(360) 664-2884 

John.trobaugh@dnr.wa.gov 


Cc: Gretchen Nicholas, Washington DNR 
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