
 

 

Thurston County Voluntary Stewardship Program 
Workgroup Meeting #41 Summary 

January 25, 2018 
Thurston Regional Planning Council 

 
In attendance: 
Jon McAninch, WWA, Cedarville Farms, TCFB 
Brian Merryman, TCFB 
Raul De Leon, TCFB 
Robin Buckingham, TCD 
John Stuhlmiller, WFB 
Karen Parkhurst, TRPC 
Nicole Warren, TCD 
Brad Murphy, TC 
Evan Sheffels, WFB 
Dan Calvert, PSP 
Phyllis Farrell 
Jim Myers, Nisqually farmer 
 
Staff: Charissa Waters 
 
Current Voting Members: 
Jon McAninch, WWA, Cedarville Farms, TCFB 
Bruce Morgan, TCFB/UPPL 
Patrick Dunn, Center for Natural Lands Management (CNLM) 
Robin Buckingham, TCD 
Rick Nelson, TCFB/Grange 
Evan Sheffels, WSFB 
Karen Parkhurst, TRPC 
Brian Merryman, TCFB 
Raul De Leon, TCFB 
John Stuhlmiller, WFB 
Jim Myers, Nisqually farmer 
 
Welcome and Introductions: Vice-Chair Jon McAninch opened the meeting with a welcome to the new 
participants and introductions. 
 
Public Comment: No comment.  
 
Approval of Previous Meeting Notes: The group took 5 minutes to read the notes. A motion to approve 
the notes was passed.  
 
Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved. 
 
Discussion of Election. No nominations were submitted. Discussion of the need to at-least have a co-
chair. Mr. McAninch agreed to be the chair for now, but will still need a co-chair to help distribute duties 
and in the case he can’t make it to a meeting. Discussion of chair duties and frequency of meetings. 
Discussion of voting members. A motion was put forward to reduce the number of meetings for voting 



 

 

purposes down to two consecutive meetings with no more than one unexcused absence. Motion 
approved and passed by consensus. John, Raul, and Bryan are now eligible to vote. Raul was nominated 
as co-chair. Discussion of voting members and now including those who had been excluded during the 
work plan development process, such as John Stuhlmiller who is on the VSP Statewide Advisory Panel 
and Brad Murphy as the County representative. 
 
Discussion of workgroup liability options. The group reviewed the options from the county’s risk 
management and legal departments. The group chose option 3 to seek a letter from the county that 
clarifies their role as an advisory group, their responsibilities and explain that the county doesn’t see any 
need for liability insurance as there is very low risk in their capacity as an advisory group. The workgroup 
requested to review the letter. It was also clarified that these are potential options that have not yet 
been approved by the Board of County Commissioners.  
 
Presentation on Individual Stewardship Plans and the Conservation Planning process from Robin 
Buckingham, TCD. It is a similar process to what they do now, but streamlined in a few less steps. The 
main differences is that ISPs are not looking at all the resources on the whole property – only areas of 
intersect. Question of timeline for ISPs. It depends on a variety of factors. Some conservation plans take 
2 months, some take 1.5 years. It depends on communication with the farmers and the workload of the 
technical assistance provider. ISPs will be developed as conservation plans to ensure confidentiality. An 
ISP fits in the definition and should have some protection according to the WSCC. The WSCC ran the 
question through the SAC and came up with a similar conclusion that ISPs should be treated the same as 
conservation plans. If they already have a conservation plan it would be easy to include an ISP.  
 
First step is outreach and marketing. TCD will develop a plan as one of the MOU deliverables. Stories 
and successes from early participants will also help get more involvement.  
 
Discussion of MOU: workgroup suggested an addition to ensure continued collaboration and 
communication with the workgroup during implementation. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for February 22nd 3-5pm 
 
Next Agenda 
Election of co-chair 
Update on outreach and marketing plan from TCD 
Adaptive management and code update 
 
Adjourned at 5:00pm 
 
 


