
THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLDI WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minuets of January 14, 3016 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia WA 

 
ROLL CALL:  Present (P) 
  Not Present (NP) 
Members Interest/Organization Excused (E) 

J. W. Foster (Chair)  City of Yelm P 
Diana Wall (Vice-Chair)  Industry Representative – Recycling P 
Josh Cummings for Sandra Romero  County Commissioner P 
E.J. Zita Port of Olympia P 
Dan Daniels City of Olympia P 
Joan Cathy City of Tumwater P 
Michael Steadman City of Lacey P 
Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 
Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative P 
Delroy Cox Industry Representative – Refuse  NP 
Joe Hyer District #1 Citizen Representative P 
 
 
Staff Present:  Terri Thomas, Jo Evans – Public Works; Gerald Tousley, Kateri Wimsett – Public Health  
 
Guests Present:  Steve Gilmore – Republic Services 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The January 14, 2016 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at  

11:33 a.m. by J.W. Foster.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 

A motion to approve the January 14, 2016 SWAC Agenda was made by Dave Watterson.  The 

motion was seconded by Diana Wall.  Motion passed.  A motion was made by Dave Watterson to 

approve the November 12, 2015 minutes with edits. The motion was seconded by J.W. Foster.  

Motion passed. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 

 

4. PROGRAM UPDATES/RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Solid Waste Education and Outreach 

The new Educator I will start on February18th. With this position we will be fully staffed, which will be 

the first time in approximately 1 ½ years. Solid Waste and Utilities Manager interviews are taking 

place at this very moment. We wait very excitedly to find out who our new leader is.  

 

Environmental Health Updates 

Gerald Tousley reported they will provide 2015 accomplishments at the next meeting.  

Kateri Wimsett passed out a flyer “Become a Healthy Homes Volunteer”. Healthy Homes training is 

coming up soon if you know of anyone who might be interested in such a great program and training.   

They are also working to set up spring training to teach about healthier options on landscaping – for 

professionals. Point-of-purchase work will resume in February with store staff training and materials 

on common sense gardening. Point of contact for that is Jennifer Johnson.  

This year they are going to do a big promotion on the Grow Smart data base. Also working on 

outreach to child care providers. The training is called “Beyond Mr. Yuk”’, which has to do with not 

only safe storage and disposal of hazardous waste products, but also low range toxic exposure for 



small children. As an example, retail bleach concentrations have gone from 3% to 8%.  Since child 

care facilities are required to disinfect, they may be using more bleach than needed and is safe. 

J.W. had a question if store staff are trained to respond to the question or request from the consumer 

or can they make a safer product suggestion.  Gerald explained if a customer does not ask, they will 

not get that info.  If they come in and ask for an alternative other than the most normal thing to kill 

their blackberry bush, then they would be provided that information.  If they don’t ask the question you 

probably won’t get an answer you’re looking for. Kateri mentioned when she is in the store filling 

racks, she will hear people say “I want to kill it, will it be safe for my dog” or “I have grandkids that will 

be on my grass, is it safe for that”.   

 

JW: Introductions:  Josh Cummings representing the County Commissions. 

EJ Zeta is the new SWAC representative for the Port of Olympia.  

 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

J.W. Foster reported on a meeting with SWAC members and the Olympian Editorial Board on the 
plastic bag ban issue.  The meeting lasted for over an hour. Surprisingly they didn’t really want to 
hear much about the single use plastic bag ban.  They wanted some evidence of its effect in one way 
or another. Of course we were only able to give them some empirical evidence. Fortunately, we had 
some technical evidence to give them about how it has affected recycling machinery and that we 
don’t see it in the trees as much and so forth. We were able to say how, in our own communities, it 
seems to be perceived by our consumers. They are looking forward to the survey results.  They 
wanted to know about what Solid Waste does in Thurston County.  They are interested and 
supportive of what we are doing.  Very enthusiastic about what we have achieved so far. None of 
their comments were negative.  We talked about all areas of Solid Waste, such as food waste 
program, and school outreach.  The board was quite impressed.  It was a great opportunity.  Terri will 
follow up – now that John Dodge is no longer at the Olympian, we have not really had a direct 
contact. 
 
Michael Steadman asked for clarification on what the Olympian said about the City of Lacey. J.W 
clarified, the Olympian did not want to make an opinion in their newspaper about the bag ban during 
the recent election in Lacey because they knew it was pretty divisive.  They are interested in knowing 
where Lacey stands on it now, are they going to go forward with any political action.  Michael 
Stedman gave insight that the City of Lacey decision stems on this survey that is coming up.   
 
Election of 2016 SWAC Chair and Vice Chair 
Nominations for Solid Waste Chair:  Diana nominated Joe Hyer for Chair.  Michael Steadman 
seconded the nomination.  Joe Hyer accepted the nomination.  Joan nominated J.W. Foster for Chair.  
Michael Steadman seconded the nomination.  J.W. Foster accepted the nomination. Each candidate 
briefly gave what they could bring to the position if elected.   
Open Discussion:  During discussion it was brought to the table that there is a rotation rule.  After 
Terri Thomas provided the bylaws, it was determined that the Chair cannot have more than two 
terms.  Therefore J.W. would be eligible to run for a second term. Further discussion ensued, J.W. 
Foster has elected to not accept his nomination as Chair, leaving Joe Hyer as the one candidate for 
the position of Chair.  The vote was unanimous.  Joe Hyer was elected as Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee Chair.    
  

Nominations for Solid Waste Vice Chair:  Michael Steadman nominated J.W. for Vice Chair. There 
were multiple seconds.  J.W. accepted the nomination.  The vote was unanimous.  J.W. Foster was 
elected as Solid Waste Advisory Committee Vice Chair. 
 
Results of the 2014-2015 WasteLessFood Media campaign 
Terri outlined the highlights of the report. The number of impressions was 5,646,000 in a year and a 
half. A media impression is every time you look at a billboard, radio ad, TV ad, and the side of a bus. 
We had a really good budget on this and tried a lot of different things because Thurston County in the 
past has never done a media campaign for Solid Waste.  Since the WasteLessFood program is brand 



new, we wanted to get the message out so the public would recognize later outreach.  Ecology loves 
this program.  We had a little bit of money leftover at the end of the grant period. On the last page of 
the report you will see the truck signs.  We took four different elements of the campaign and actually 
had truck banners done.  They are on the LeMay Organics trucks.   
 
J.W. Foster asked clarification of the following:   
Was the funding of the advertising all grant money?  Terri:  With the State grants we pay a 25% 
match, which is out of the Solid Waste Tipping fees. 
Who made the ads, were they in house?  Terri:    A combination of staff and consultant.  
Besides being particularly impressed by the bicycle billboards, who drove those around and is that 
something we own?  Terri:  This was something arranged by the consultant but did not prove very 
effective. 
Dan Daniels had some questions: 
Do you have an idea what the cost was for the signs on the garbage trucks and are they going to be 
fully wrapped or just the sides?  Terri:  I don’t have that figure with me, but I will get back to you with 
the cost.  They are only for the sides. 
How long do you propose them to be on those trucks?  Terri:  We anticipate the signs stay 
indefinitely.   
Are you willing to expand this to the other hauler in Thurston County (City of Olympia trucks)?  We 
have our own truck top signs that we change out - kind of on a monthly basis.  We do have a 
dedicated commercial organics truck that doesn’t have any truck top signs on it.  Terri:  We can take 
a look at that – please contact me with the dimensions.   

 
Burton Guttman is part of the Black Hills Audubon publication, The Echo.  For the latest issue 
January/February he wrote an article about trash and garbage factors in conservation.  This was 
followed up by another article by Kim Adelson pushing the whole idea of wasting less food in part of 
her article, she made reference to the WasteLessFood packet.  About 1,500 copies are printed.  
 
Joe Hyer:  When reading the media report I know impressions are important. To me the next step is 
in those impacts - are we actually changing people’s habits. That is so much harder to quantify.   
 
Terri:  The EPA is working on this in their campaign Food Too Good to Waste.  It is very hard to 
evaluate and so we did some survey work.  The first year we asked residents to “take the challenge” 
and measure their waste before and after using the toolkit. Waste went down an average of 29% for 
those that completed it.  They self-reported that they changed their behavior.  When we do the waste 
sort next time, we will be looking at edible and inedible food in both the trash and organic stream 
again, but realize there are other factors such as economics, the fact that we’re over working with the 
businesses getting edible food out of the waste stream, and other variables. Therefore it is hard to 
say “yes, the residential media campaign made an impact”. So yes it does rely on survey work, 
unfortunately. 
 
Joan:  One of the comments that I hear is that we need smaller organics bins.  People who want to 
compost or recycle their organics, don’t necessary want/need a big bin to put yard waste in. Then 
they have seen the smaller trashcans and wondering why we can’t have a smaller can for organic 
things.  I have a tendency to agree with them because I know a lot of people who have been throwing 
stuff away and putting it in their garbage can just because they don’t have an option and they live in 
an apartment or something and they can’t throw it out to their trees or chickens. 
 
Josh Cummings had the following questions:  
Can you remind us again how often the waste sorts are? Terri:  It is about an $180,000 project and 
the requirement is every five years.  It is done over four quarters. 
I was asked about putting the food scraps down the disposal and grinding it and the nutrients that are 
processed there.  I wanted a quick easy answer to that.  Terri:  There is a lot of energy used in waste 
water treatment to process food waste.  
Joe:  So composting, putting it into a compost bin, having it hauled away by a hauler and out to the 
compost facility is better than going down the drain to LOTT in their nutrient base? 



E.J.:  Moving water, moving waste in water is the biggest expense in a municipality.  It’s eighty 
percent of the expense for Olympia and something like that for Tumwater too. 
Joe:  Does SWAC have any information on that kind of calculation? 
Terri:  Not Solid Waste, as it is waste water. That is something you would talk to LOTT about. I am 
sure you are looking at that in the scope of the anaerobic digester as far as the different mechanisms 
to use?   
JW:  It depends on your municipality as well, because in Yelm we have a step tank system so 
nobody’s solids go into the wastewater treatment plant, it becomes sludge in their step tanks which 
are pumped out and then transported elsewhere.  So it wouldn’t matter if you ground it up and put it 
down in your tank in Yelm. 
JW: We as committee members have an opportunity to bend many ears and I don’t know how well 
you do it back at your home. I make a point, at every council meeting when I report on what I did on 
my committees to find something really interesting like that from SWAC.  Just siting these examples 
of how much food waste is going to the landfill or something that they can take home that they can 
hear in our minutes or for residents watching our meeting’s via streaming.  They get that message 
over and over again.  I think that’s really something that we can do as committee member. 
Dan Daniels:  One of our Senior Program Specialists within the city is involved with a regional group 
that is looking at the organics that is going out of Thurston County.  They just did a tour yesterday of 
Cedar Grove and Lenz and the comment I want to make is that Lenz thinks the organics Thurston 
County sends them is stellar. 
Joe:  Who is Lenz? 
Terri:  Everything goes to the WARC and then from there it goes to one of three facilities.  Royal 
Organics cannot accept our materials right now because of the apple maggot quarantine. Silver 
Springs doesn’t necessarily want our food waste. We have a contract with Lenz to take primarily our 
commercial ground organics.  It is up north. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

Terri Thomas provided the following: 
Solid Waste Plan Development – Status Update 
There are no new documents to review.  The Waste Reduction and Recycling chapter has evolved 
and there has been a lot of time and energy put into it.  We are patiently waiting for a new Solid 
Waste Manager so are slowing down a little bit just so that they can come in and be part of the review 
process. We our hoping that a brand new Solid Waste Manager that doesn’t know anything about us 
will come in and do a good review on it.  It’s a good way to learn what we are up to.  We are behind a 
little bit, but that’s okay. 
 
Request for Proposals for Bag Ban Report and Survey –Status Update 
We do not have an update on this, it has not yet made it to the board agenda.  Review of the RFP is 
taking place. 
Joan:  I just want to make sure that it is done in a timely fashion and it’s done well. There’s a lot 
hanging on it.  I’m not saying that to be critical, I’m just saying that in a hopeful way. 
Diana Wall:  Josh is that something that you could report that happened at this committee meeting 
today that we are hopeful that will get on there and taken care of the RFP. 
Josh:  Yes, I follow Terri’s lead on that and if there is any assistance she needs in communicating let 
me know. 
Diana Wall/Joan:  We are talking about the County Commissioners. 
Josh:  No, I understand that. 
Diana:  Is there a reason why it hasn’t gotten there? 
Terri:  It’s just with management right now, Public Works management. 
Diana:  So it hasn’t left here, it’s not that the Commissioners have it down the line? 
Terri:  No, it’s in process. Management understands the importance of it, they are just making sure 
that is the best possible RFP. 

 
FOODWATE GRANT PROGRAMS 
As you know we have the grant from Ecology and as part of that we are going to provide grants to the 
local nonprofit food donation entities.  We received seven applications.  Staff is in the process of site 



visits to go check out things.  There was a lot of requests for refrigeration and freezer units, which is 
great because that means they are getting it, they want to have more.  We received request for 
$298,000 and we have $230,000.  We want to make sure we are through the construction projects 
before we go get the remaining few items that are requested.   
 
We’ve tapped into state and federal surplus.  There is quite a bit of industrial kitchen and refrigeration 
equipment available.  As an example, there are four $6,000 industrial refrigeration units.  You can 
walk out the door with them for $500 each.  I think by the next SWAC meeting we should have the 
results and you’ll have some details on what has been awarded. 
 
E.J. Zita mentioned the PSE equipment give away and Terri noted that is for residential but she would 
check in again. 
Joan:  Are some of these satellites to other smaller areas for the Thurston Food Bank?  
Terri:  Yes, I believe two are.   
 
Asphalt Shingles 
We have been trying to find a way to get asphalt shingles recycled.  We are having a meeting in 
January with Miles Sand and Gravel to see about some cooperative work.  
 
Sending SWAC Invitations for Vacant Positions  
Management is working with the Commissioners to get the letters out to Rainier and Bucoda. Joe 
Hyer suggested SWAC contact the cities. Terri will forward that to management. 
We request SWAC members provide the information on their approved alternates. As an example, 
Josh is here for the Commissioners.  Citizen reps can provide an alternate if they want to - these do 
not have to be approved by the County Commissioners.  
 

7. MEMBER SHARING 
Dave Watterson shared the following: 
House Bill 2346 is up for consideration, it’s kind of important for the solar program which includes 
wind, solar, and anaerobic digesters. Sponsored by Representative Morrison Smith and if you have 
any contact with your Legislative people it would be nice to hear some support for that.  There’s a 
Senate bill also, but I think this bill 2346 is what is being supported by many installers and 
manufacturers in this state. 
 
Diana Wall shared the following: 
This year was the first year that Concrete Recyclers of Black Lake Landscape Supplies accepted 
Christmas Trees.  There was approximately 50 trees that we collected from the community.  
 
J.W. Foster shared the following:  
WSU Professor paper on Bio Digesters Providing Energy- J.W. heard on the radio this morning there 
was a report that the professor who wrote the paper from WSU which had told wonderful things about 
Bio Digesters providing energy and fertilizer product that the data had been falsified and that WSU is 
now pulling that paper. That professor has meanwhile left WSU to start his own company.  Apparently 
someone identified the documentation as being incorrect. There was discussion among members on 
whether this was the same group that the board has been involved with and what the name is of the 
professor who wrote the paper. Josh Cumming Will check on this in relation to the local bio digester 
study.  
 
Christmas tree Drop off in Yelm – Very popular program and I am glad of it because before we did 
that there were Christmas trees all over place. People just dumped them on the side roads. 
 
Nisqually Land Trust - This is something that I am very proud of. For those of you who do not know, I 
am Board President of the Nisqually Land Trust and we just recently just finished a major project of 
certifying 520 acres of our property as a Carbon Sequestration property and we we’re able over a two 
year period, get that certified through the California Board that does that and were able to sell those 



credits on the market and Microsoft jumped on this.  This is the first project of its kind in the State of 
Washington and significate reinvestment into our economies and sequestration carbon. 
 
Snacks at Board Meetings – Board discussed if snacks are necessary.  Terri explained that at most 
monthly meetings snacks are not provided.  Evidently, this has just been a hold over for years with 
this board.  We meet over lunch so bring your lunch.  We will continue with providing coffee. 
 
Michael Steadman shared the following: 
City of Lacey Partnership with the Boy Scouts - the City has a partnership with the Boy Scouts to do 
Christmas tree pick up.  There is like 2,000-4,000 Christmas trees that they pick up.  This is an 
awesome partnership.  They ask for donations, they did have a little problem before, they used to 
leave the envelopes with trees for people to put out with the donations and people were actually 
taking the donations.  It is now done online. The City still picks up about 50 trees that people leave 
out. It doesn’t have to be Boy Scouts, it can be nonprofit group that is looking for other avenues to 
raise money. 
Terri:  We call all the jurisdictions before Christmas so we can publicize.  We accept them at the 
WARC, Rainier, and Rochester sites, we put it on our website, and we put out a press release, it is on 
the Where Do I Take My site. 
 
E.J. shared the following: 
I have a few students at Evergreen, I teach a Physics program on energy systems and climate 
change and they do research projects.  There’s one group of gals who are working on characterizing 
waste for the anaerobic digester, figuring out how much methane can be produced from it.  I want to 
learn more about this. 
Josh Cumming:  Scott Morgan at Evergreen is one of the lead partners for the anaerobic digester 
program and was trying to gather students to do work.  Scout Morgan is my counterpart at Evergreen.  
I would be happy to talk to you about it also.  I am now the Sustainability and Economic Development 
Coordinator for the County. 
E.J.:  One of the reasons I am excited about this committee is because I see waste that it is not just a 
problem but an opportunity to create energy.  So if there is projects where you could benefit from 
students as researchers or as workers; our kids are good.  Keep them in mind.  
 
Josh Cummings – Anaerobic Digester 
March is the target for the end of the Phase I for the study. I will be providing the date of that 
presentation from Jim Jenson and Scott Morgan at that time. We are kind of like to be determined on 
what the outcome is.  We’re in process. 
 
The January 14, 2016 SWAC meeting adjourned at 1:07 p.m. 
 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for Thurston February 11, 2016, 11:30 a.m. at Thurston 
County Public Works, 9605 Tilley Rd. S. Suite B, Olympia, WA  98512 


