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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes of March 10, 2016, 2016 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia WA 

 
ROLL CALL:  Present (P) 
  Not Present (NP) 
Members Interest/Organization Excused (E) 

Joe Hyer (Chair)  District #1 Citizen Representative P 
J. W. Foster (Vice-Chair)  City of Yelm P 
Josh Cummings for Sandra Romero  County Commissioner P 
E.J. Zita Port of Olympia P 
Dan Daniels City of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 
Cynthia Pratt for Lenny Greenstein City of Lacey P 
Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 
Scott Rekawek for Diana Wall 
Burton Guttman 

Industry Representative - Recycling 
District #2, Citizen Representative  

P 
E 

Renee Sinclair 
Delroy Cox 

District #3, Citizen Representative 
Industry Representative - Refuse  

P 
P 

   
 
Staff Present:  Terri Thomas, Lynn Richard, Scott Schimelfenig, Peter Guttchen, Peter Epperson, Colleen 
Minion, Katherine Strauss, Greg Gachowsky, Jo Evans – Public Works; Gerald Tousley, – Public Health  
 
Guests Present:   Rick Hlavka – Green Solutions, John Cox – Waste Connections (LeMay) 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The February 11, 2016 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 

11:35 a.m. by Joe Hyer.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 

A motion to approve the March 10, 2016 SWAC Agenda was made by Dave Watterson. The motion 

was seconded by Dan Daniels. Motion passed. A motion was made by Delroy Cox to approve the 

February 11, 2016 minutes with edits. The motion was seconded by Dave Watterson. Motion passed. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 

 

4. PROGRAM UPDATES/RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Solid Waste Education and Outreach 

Terri Thomas introduced the new Education Outreach Specialist Peter Epperson. Peter came from 

TCTV. He will be working on our general outreach and developing a broader, more comprehensive 

approach to getting our message out to the community.  

 

Peter Guttchen provided an update on the Food Recovery Grant Program. Agreements with the six 

organizations that received grant awards should be finalized by the end of the month. This will allow 

the County to begin providing these organizations the resources they need to start recovering more 

surplus edible food countywide and distribute to people in need. 
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Environmental Health Updates 

Gerald Tousley reported the following updates:   

From the Educational Group of Environmental Health:  

The EcoPRO training to certify landscape professionals in sustainable landscaping and pest 

management techniques is now being offered every Friday during the month of March. Volunteer 

training for Healthy Homes inspection is also available. The Healthy Homes Program offers free, 

voluntary, confidential visits to residents and child care centers in Thurston County to identify areas of 

concern and share ways to reduce exposure to toxins, asthma triggers, mold, lead, and other 

housing-related health risks.  

 

Business Pollution/Solid Waste Group:  

Gerald shared the work plan for this group with the SWAC. The major change from last year resulted 

from the State eliminating the County’s Site Hazardous Assessment Grant. Without this grant, the 

County can no longer respond to hazardous waste complaints that come through the State or through 

any investigation of spills or toxic sites in Thurston County. This was a huge blow to this work group 

and has affected all local jurisdictions across the state as well.  

 

Gross Substitute Senate Bill 6605: The bill was adopted on March 4, 2016 and requires local Solid 

Waste Plans to include provisions to address how local plant pathogens will be managed. This bill 

was prompted primarily by concerns about the apple maggot and to how to deal with it, if it’s 

discovered in local composting facilities 

 

Dan Daniels asked for clarification about how the Work Plan addresses vactor waste and street 

sweepings from other jurisdictions. Gerald said the County is now in the process of gathering base 

line information on the composition of these materials and disposal options, etc.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

There was no new business on the Agenda. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
Solid Waste Plan Development – Review of Chapter 3 
Rick Hlavka with Green Solutions and Peter Guttchen continued with the review of the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling chapter (Chp. 3) of the SWMP update starting at section 3.5. 
Recommended revisions were made by the committee members. These revisions will be made to the 
current draft, shared with the SWAC and posted on Dropbox for review before the next SWAC 
meeting.  
 
Rick Hlavka explained that the next chapter to be discussed will be the Administration chapter. This 
chapter discusses the various types of agencies and levels of administration of the County’s solid 
waste management systems, and information on how these systems are financed and individual 
programs are funded. After the Administration chapter is complete, work on the final chapter which 
includes the implementation plan will be shared with the SWAC.  This chapter pulls all the 
recommendations together into one chapter and will include schedules, responsibilities, and costs.  At 
this point, the process, the SWAC will have the opportunity to review all the recommendations and 
check for any overlap, redundancies, inconsistencies, and gaps.  
 
Bag Ban (added to the Agenda) 
Lenny Greenstein expressed concerns regarding the bag ban survey process and what the City of 
Lacey was told regarding future public opinion surveys and studies of the bag ban. There was 
discussion among the SWAC members with various opinions expressed about this issue. Terri 
Thomas confirmed that the RFP for the Bag Ban study did go out and some firms have responded. 
The SWAC will be provided updates at future meetings.  
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Anaerobic Digester (addition to Agenda) 
Josh Cummings reported that they meet with Dave Watterson and other representatives from the 
Tenino community. They are considering applying for a Trans Alta grant. Jim Jenson with WSU is 
working this into the proposal in the report he is preparing. The target date for completing the report is 
the end of March.  
 
 

6. MEMBER SHARING 
Muti-Family Recycling – In response to questions posed at the February SWAC meeting, Delroy Cox 
clarified with Pacific Disposal that Multi-Family recycling is offered in all areas of the County that they 
service. The company actively promotes the program. It is not a mandatory program; therefore it is up 
to each complex if they want to participate. If the multi-family complex chooses to participate Pacific 
Disposal then educates and works with them to address any problems or concerns. Outreach by 
County Solid Waste staff along with materials provided by Pacific Disposal has helped to limit 
contamination problems.   
 
Terri Thomas clarified that with multi-family it is unique because most of them are considered 
commercial accounts when it comes to their garbage service. In 2006, the County’s Minimum Service 
Level Ordinance, required that Multi-family accounts be provided the same opportunity to recycle as 
single-family residential customers. Like single-family residential customers, owners of Multi-Family 
units are charged an amount per unit for recycling, whether they sign up for the service or not. This 
provides a built in incentive for them to participate. There is no financial reason for them not to do it 
because they are already paying for it. The only down side is if they get comments from LeMay that 
their recyclables are contaminated and the material is not picked up as a result. When this occurs, 
outreach is done to these complexes to address the problems. Multi-family tenants don’t get a billing 
insert because they do not get bills for their garbage service. For this reason, the County does a 
direct mailing to all tenants once a year. Multi-family units generate only about 7% of all the waste in 
the County, so reaching out to them directly has not been as high a priority. 
 
Promoting Zero Waste – Joe Hyer shared an incident that he recently had with his neighbor regarding 
possible missing recycling and yard waste bins. During this discussion with the neighbor, Joe told him 
that if he did sign up for yard waste (organics collection) that he (the neighbor) would save money by 
reducing the size and number of his garbage containers. Joe wanted the members to know that even 
in the midst of this chaos he was promoting zero waste.  
 
Composting Dog Poop - Terri Thomas shared that a local group received a grant to determine the 
feasibility of composting dog poop. Dog poops makes up a pretty good size/percentage of our waste 
stream. Results should be ready in about 1-1 ½ years. As a reminder, animal poop does not go down 
your toilet if you’re on a public sewer system because there are some toxins in it that are detrimental 
to sea life.   
 
Waste & Recovery Center (WARC) Site Visit - J.W. Foster shared that he recently had the 
opportunity to go to the Waste and Recovery Center (WARC) to dispose of some trash/recycling. 
J.W. said it was a great operation that makes it easy to recycle. At the WARC, you can go to 
Goodwill, HazoHouse and then to recycling area. By that time, there’s hardly anything left in your 
truck to throw away garbage. J.W. thanked the County for the good work that is being done out there. 
 
WARC Access Road Project - Jo Evans informed the members of road improvements/construction 
that will begin toward the end of March at the WARC. There will be detours set up. Incoming traffic 
will need to use the HazoHouse/Recycling entrance.  Off Leash park and Closed Loop Park users will 
need to park at the Park-n-Ride lot. There will be portable pedestrian lights for folks to use when 
crossing. The road work is estimated to take approximately three months. The current access road is 
built on landfill material that continues to settle.  To address this, regrading, repaving, lighting and 
other improvements are being made. 
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Farewell to Terri Thomas – Delroy Cox shared that during Terri’s time with Thurston County, she 
together with her staff made great strides in waste reduction, recycling, and all the environmental 
programs. Terri has done a great job.  Peter Guttchen thanked Terri Thomas for her leadership and 
noted that her tenacity, dedication, and passion to waste prevention was unparalleled. As are result, 
we are now seen in many circles as a national leader on a whole variety of fronts.  
J.W. Foster shared that people tomorrow will say that Terri did a great job. 
 
The March 10, 2016, SWAC meeting adjourned at 12:48 p.m. 
 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday April 14, 2016, 11:30 a.m. at Thurston County 
Public Works, 9605 Tilley Rd. S. Suite B, Olympia, WA  98512 
 
 

 

 


