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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of October 13, 2016 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia WA 

 
 

ROLL CALL:  Delegate (D) 

  Excused (E) 

  Not Present (NP) 

Members Interest/Organization Present (P) 

Joe Hyer (Chair) District #1 Citizen Representative P 

J.W. Foster (Vice-Chair) City of Yelm E 

Sandra Romero (Josh Cummings) County Commissioner D 

E.J. Zita Port of Olympia P 

Dan Daniels City of Olympia P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 

Lenny Greenstein (Cynthia Pratt) City of Lacey P 

Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 

Diana Wall Industry Representative - Recycling P 

Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative P 

Renee Sinclair District #3, Citizen Representative P 

Delroy Cox Industry Representative – Refuse  P 

E.J. Curry City of Yelm NP 

 
 
Staff Present:  Monica Gorman, Allyson Ruppenthal, Ashlee Rodriguez, Gabby Byrne, Scott Schimelfenig – 
Public Works; Gerald Tousley – Public Health  
 
Guests Present:  John Cox – Waste Connections (LeMay), Steve Gilmore – Republic Services,  
Pete Kmet – Mayor of Tumwater 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The October 13, 2016 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at  

11:34 a.m. by Joe Hyer.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 

A motion to approve the July 2016 SWAC Minutes was made by Dave Watterson. The motion was 

seconded by Lenny Greenstein. Motion passed. October 13, 2016 Agenda was approved by E.J. Zita, 

and unanimously passed by the group.  

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
SWAC 1990 Bylaw Review and Update – Requested by staff 

Joe Hyer proposed creating a sub-committee from SWAC to go through and draft suggested updates 

to the SWAC bylaws, those who volunteered were; Joe Hyer, Delroy Cox, Diana Wall, and Renee 

Sinclair.  

 

It appears that under letter D there is to be a private business representative invited to attend SWAC 

meetings. As of now, Joe Hyer has suggested doing some outreach work to the commissioners to 

add a position.  
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Dave Waterson also offered to reach out to Rainier and Bucoda to see if they would like him to 

represent all three areas (Rainier, Bucoda, and Tenino).  
 

Solid Waste Management Plan Update – Requested by staff 

Monica has requested guidance from SWAC on how to move forward with the Solid Waste 

Management Plan. The consensus was to continue in the same fashion of having the contractor Rick 

Hlavka help edit and review each of the remaining two chapters, and once the last chapter is 

completed to do an overall review.  

 

Joe would like to add Chapter 9 to the November meeting, and subsequently add Chapter 10 to the 

December meeting with the final review in January. Monica noted that she will need to consult with 

Rick Hlavka on his availability before putting this on the next agenda.   

 

 

5 OLD BUSINESS 

Plastic Bag Ban Evaluation Report Addendum – Requested by Staff 
Attached is a copy of the addendum to the Plastic Bag Ban Evaluation Report, noting the estimated 
cost savings as well as the positive environmental impact that has occurred. 
 
There is currently no definitive knowledge of the bag ban passing in Tacoma. 
 
Recap of Roosevelt Landfill Tour – Requested by Chair 
The tour was a great experience for all those who were able to attend. Many said it was well worth 
the drive and the time it took to explore the facility. Several points of interest included the partnership 
with PUD and the conversion of methane gas (created by the landfill) to energy; the amount of jobs 
provided; the care in protecting the ground water and surrounding land; the new liner created for long 
term disposal needs; the rail car system to haul the trash from Thurston County to the landfill; metals 
extraction; low odor issues; and the physical size of the facility.  
 
Setting up more tours in the future was discussed, due to the success of this trip.  
 
Board Briefing on Waiver of Disposal Fees for Cleanup of Nuisance Properties – Requested by staff 
Monica relayed information from the board briefing on September 21 where the Board of 
Commissioners expressed interest in developing a long-term solution, and suggested the SWAC 
create an interjurisdictional subcommittee to address nuisance properties and identify funding 
sources. Per the county’s Prosecuting Attorney, Rick Peters, county funds can only be used if a 
measurable benefit can be documented to avoid gifting. The policy must identify what the quantifiable 
benefit is to the county and if none, then determine what concessions the participating jurisdictions 
are willing to make to establish quid pro quo and avoid the appearance of outright gifting. The policy 
must also eliminate the possibility of discretionary benefit to one jurisdiction at the expense of private 
citizens or other jurisdictions that have the same issue but have not yet come forward. 
 
Pete Kmet has drafted a voucher program he would like to see put into action. There was some 
discussion about the various processes of enforcement and what would constitute as a nuisance. 
More information is needed. It was ultimately determined that each jurisdiction should identify their 
nuisance problems and report information at the next SWAC meeting. Gerald also requested pictures 
be brought before the board of the nuisance properties so they can visually see what the issue is.  It 
was further determined, that the SWAC would act as the intra-jurisdictional committee, in full, or in 
part, to address a long-term solution for this issue.  

 Joe Hyer also requests to include this in the SWMP (Solid Waste Management Plan) so the funds will 
be available to work with in the future.  
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6 ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
 Joe Hyer brings up the November and December county code, as well as the need to review and 

revise the budget. Staff will provide an update at the next meeting, and hold slots at the November 
and December board meetings for this topic. Joe wants to make sure SWAC comments on the 
budget in time for the commissioners to consider.  

 
 

The October 13, 2016 SWAC meeting adjourned at 1:04 p.m. 
 

 
 

The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for November 10, 2016 at 11:30 a.m. located at 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Building A-Dispatch Room, Olympia, WA 98512 


