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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of August 10, 2017 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia, WA 

 
 

ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 

  Excused (E) 

  Not Present (NP) 

  Present (P) 

Members Interest/Organization  

Jessica Bateman (Chair) City of Olympia P 

Gary Edwards (Josh Cummings) County Commissioner’s Office E 

Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater E 

Lenny Greenstein (Cynthia Pratt) City of Lacey P 

Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 

E.J. Curry City of Yelm E 

Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative P 

Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative P 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair (Vice Chair) District #3, Citizen Representative E 

Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 

Scott Rekawek (Interim) Industry Representative – Recycling P 

Daniel Venable Business Representative P 

Greg Schoenbachler Agriculture Representative P 

 
 
Staff Present: Allyson Ruppenthal and Angela Celestine – Public Works; Patrick Soderberg – Public Health 
and Social Services 
 
Guests Present: John Cox – LeMay/Waste Connections; Steve Gilmore – Republic Services; Dan Daniels 
– City of Olympia 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The August 10, 2017 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 

11:32 a.m. by the Chair, Jessica Batemen.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 

 
Dave Watterson made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the July 13, 2017 SWAC 
meeting and Burt Guttman seconded the motion to approve the minutes; the SWAC voted and 
unanimously agreed. Lenny Greenstein made a motion to approve the agenda for the August 10, 
2017 SWAC meeting Dave Watterson seconded the motion to approve the agenda; the SWAC 
voted and unanimously agreed. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No public comments. 
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4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
No new business. 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

 

Discussion: SWAC by-laws and charter (requested by the SWAC) 
 
The committee reviewed Attachment A – Draft SWAC By-laws, revised July 13, 2017.  
 
The SWAC agreed to Burt's recommendation to spell numbers out rather than using numerical 
figures within the by-laws.  
 
Joe Downing proposed a change in Section 3, Part C ("Public Access") to put the correct RCW title 
for the Open Public Meetings Act; the SWAC agreed. 
 
Status update: Solid Waste Management Plan (requested by staff) 
 
Attachment B – SWMP Transmittal Letter to Ecology 7-13-17  
Attachment C – SWMP Distribution Letter 7-13-17 
Attachment D – Thurston Prelim Review Acknowledgement 8-1-17 
 
Allyson Ruppenthal stated that the Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) preliminary draft along 
with a transmittal was sent to the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), and an 
acknowledgement letter from Ecology had been received. Allyson affirmed that Ecology's letter 
began Ecology's 120-day review period. Allyson said that hard copies of the SWMP were sent to 
the clerks of all local jurisdictions, various branches of the Timberland Regional Library system in 
Thurston County, and to the Chehalis and Nisqually tribes. 
 
Allyson stated that Ecology has until roughly November 30, 2017 to respond with their feedback 
regarding the initial review. Meanwhile, the public meeting has been set for August 31, 2017, 6:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Thurston County Courthouse in Room 152. The legal announcement for 
the public meeting will be published in The Olympian on August 21, 2017. Rick Hlavka, the 
consultant for the SWMP, will be at the meeting along with Monica Gorman. Allyson stated that the 
SWAC committee members are welcome to attend. 
 
Jessica inquired if it was a separate meeting or the regular Board of County Commissioners 
(BoCC) meeting. Allyson stated that it is a separate meeting, and the BoCC will not be in 
attendance. Allyson stated that at this point, the SWMP will be presented to the BoCC after the 
120-day review is complete.  
 
Allyson said that comments received from the public will be presented to the SWAC. Allyson also 
said that Ecology will be notified via memo about any public comments. Allyson stated that after 
the SWMP has been initially approved by Ecology after the 120-day process, the SWMP goes to 
the BoCC for approval, then to the jurisdictions for approval, and after jurisdictional approval the 
SWMP goes back to Ecology for final review and approval.  
 
Jessica pointed out that the SWMP was also available on the Solid Waste Division website. 
Allyson brought up the webpage and gave an overview of the page to the SWAC, and showed the 
option to provide comments via an online fillable form. Allyson also mentioned that all public 
comments must be received by September 5. Allyson stated comments will be aggregated so that 
decisions may be made regarding any changes. Jessica inquired if the preferred method was via 
the webpage. Allyson stated there were no preferred method, however verbal comments would 
have to be done at the public meeting. 
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Jessica confirmed with Allyson that the public meeting at the courthouse is the one public meeting 
that is required, but if local jurisdictions would like a briefing, they can request one. Lenny said that 
City of Lacey was interested. Allyson confirmed that Lacey booked a date, and that Lacey is the 
only jurisdiction scheduled at this time. Jessica stated that City of Olympia would like a briefing 
after the SWMP has been adopted. Jessica commented that she thought the SWMP webpage was 
easy to navigate, and is very clear on the ways people can provide comments.  
 

6. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

 

Dave proposed that paper copies of agenda and agenda item documents not be printed out for 

SWAC meetings; stated that it was contradictory to SWAC goals. Dave also proposed that the 

SWAC consider that if the agenda was light and there was nothing to vote on, the meeting should 

be cancelled.  

The committee agreed that a few copies of the agenda should be provided. The SWAC committee 
also agreed that electronic copies of agenda item documents were sufficient; members can print 
them if they so choose. Burt stated that he would like to continue receiving paper copies of all 
documents by mail in advance. 
 
The SWAC committee discussed and agreed that if the agenda was light and there was no action 

to be voted on, the meeting should be cancelled until the next month as long at the requirement of 

meeting once a quarter was met. The SWAC also agreed to maintain the option to hold a special 

meeting, if needed.  

Delroy Cox asked if there were any upcoming items that required the committee's approval. 

Allyson stated that she was unsure if public comments regarding the SWMP would need any 

SWAC approval; she was also unsure if SWMP public comments would be aggregated in time for 

the September SWAC meeting.  

Jessica stated that the decision to cancel any upcoming SWAC meetings would occur at the end a 

current meeting with majority consensus by the SWAC or be initiated by the chair at least two 

weeks prior to the next scheduled meeting. Jessica stated that staff would email cancellation 

notification to the committee. 

Jessica spoke about future agenda items which had been put on hold during the SWMP process, 

such as reviewing the Solid Waste Division budget. Jessica stated that since there are new SWAC 

members, it would be a good time for review. Allyson stated that Monica could present an overview 

of Solid Waste Division budget and programs at the October SWAC meeting. Jessica stated that 

with the updated SWAC by-laws, it would be useful for the SWAC to create a work plan for 2018 

with guidance from staff.  

Burt suggested a field trip for SWAC members to facilities, such as recycling facilities. Jessica 

stated that a field trip would be good item for the 2018 work plan. 

Delroy requested that when the budget was being reviewed, if staff could identify programmatic 

timelines and any programs impacted by the legislature such as the Coordinated Prevention Grant 

program (CPG). Delroy asked that staff elaborate on any specific programs affected by the lack of 

state funding. Allyson stated that reduced state funding will be more dramatic for the 

Environmental Health Division of Public Health and Social Services, not necessarily with the Solid 

Waste Division of Public Works. Patrick Soderberg stated that Environmental Health will have to 

look to other Thurston County divisions for support and collaboration; Environmental Health will 

lose some of the flexibility it had the past. 
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The SWAC requested that staff send the committee an email containing updated draft by-laws, 

current dental rule information (provided by Patrick), and information regarding Ecology's active 

rulemaking and alternative funding options. 

The August 10, 2017 SWAC meeting adjourned at 12:10 p.m.  
 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for September 8, 2017 at 11:30 a.m. located at 9605 Tilley 
Rd. S., Building B, Chehalis Room, Olympia, WA 98512. 
 

 

 

Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


