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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of June 8, 2017 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia, WA 

 
 
ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
  Present (P) 
Members Interest/Organization  
Jessica Bateman (Chair) City of Olympia P 
Gary Edwards (Josh Cummings) County Commissioner’s Office A 
Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 
Lenny Greenstein (Cynthia Pratt) City of Lacey P 
Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 
E.J. Curry City of Yelm E 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative P 
Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative P 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair (Vice Chair) District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 
Scott Rekawek (Interim) Industry Representative – Recycling NP 
Vacant Business Representative NP 
Greg Schoenbachler Agriculture Representative P 

 
 
Staff Present: Allyson Ruppenthal, Ashlee Rodriguez, and Angela Celestine – Public Works; Patrick 
Soderberg, Chris Hawkins, Elisa Sparkman, Sonya Rombough – Public Health and Social Services 
 
Guests Present: Steve Gilmore – Republic Services; Jeff Hardwood– LeMay/Waste Connections 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The June 8, 2017 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 11:30 
a.m. by the Chair, Jessica Bateman.  
 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 
 
Lenny Greenstein made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the April 27, 2017 and the 
May 11, 2017 SWAC meetings. Renee Radcliff Sinclair seconded the motion to approve the 
minutes, and the SWAC voted and unanimously agreed. 
 
Motion was made by Renee Sinclair to approve the agenda for the June 8, 2017 meeting; the 
SWAC voted and unanimously agreed. 
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3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No public comments. 
 
 

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Presentation: Public Health and Social Services—Environmental Health's 2017 education and 
outreach plan and Healthy Homes Program overview (requested by Environmental Health staff) 
Chris Hawkins provided and overview of Environmental Health’s 2017 Education and Outreach 
Plan.  
 
Healthy Homes Program Coordinator Elisa Sparkman and the program's AmeriCorps member 
Sonya Rombough presented a PowerPoint overview of Healthy Homes. The presentation 
explained that the program offers free, voluntary, confidential visits to residents and child care 
centers in Thurston County. Elisa explained that the program relies on volunteers to work with 
customers to identify areas of concern and share ways to reduce exposure to toxins, asthma 
triggers, mold, lead, and other housing-related health risks. 
 

Discussion: Seaport International letter regarding China's "Green Sword" initiative (requested by 
Delroy Cox) 
Delroy read the letter to the SWAC. The letter was in regards to glass contaminating paper in the 
comingled stream.   

Jessica inquired about concerns regarding co-mingled recycling. Delroy stated that City of Olympia 
is the only area in the county that does comingled recycling with glass. Joan Cathey asked why 
only City of Olympia does it. Delroy replied that when there was a big demand, but not enough 
product, it was not an issue. Now glass is more of a problem and is costly to the processing 
facilities. Jessica commented that the City of Olympia is also concerned with making recycling 
convenient and easy for residents to participate in. Lenny commented that in Lacey, recycling 
glass is a problem, people seem to just put it in the trash rather than separate it out. Joan stated 
that in Tumwater it is the opposite, most people do recycle the glass. 

Steve Gilmore stated that Republic’s glass goes to a facility in Seattle; contamination is very low 
and they have had no issues with China. Steve added that the problem is a lot of small mom and 
pop businesses that are not up to date, and it is a matter of investing in the facilities and keeping 
up with stream lining.  

Delroy stated that glass had not been such an issue in the past, but it is now. Glass contaminates 
the supply. Delroy said if we think about going to a total single stream in Thurston County, it is 
something we need to give a lot of thought to.  

Jeff Harwood stated that there is no way to get powdered glass out of paper. Most places use 
something to break the glass down, then use gravity to sift the glass out. Jeff stated that single 
stream might sound good but that it is not easily sellable.  

Greg Schoenbachler talked about a similar experience with plastics. Greg stated that certain 
bioplastic products were supposed to be compostable, but these products were not composting 
using the process at Silver Springs. Greg said the contamination level became such an issue that 
the product was no longer valuable, and due to this, Silver Springs banned compostable plastics at 
their facility. 

Jessica stated she would like to talk more about this in the future. Joan asked to add this to the 
next agenda. Delroy stated that it was important to look at contamination as a whole. 
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Jeff added that due to the cleanliness of the glass collected by LeMay they have a desirable 
commodity and it is actually recycled.  

Create subcommittee to review and update the SWAC's by-laws, including a mission statement 
(requested by Jessica Bateman) 
Delroy explained that the committee was going to be formed, but nothing happened with it, so he 
went through by-laws that were throughout the state and pulled those that sounded pertinent to 
Thurston County, submitted it to Joe Hyer and the committee died before it started.  
Delroy recommended emailing all members a copy of the draft by-laws so everyone can look at it, 
then at the next meeting, people who are interested, can volunteer to join a subcommittee to 
review and edit the by-laws. Jessica proposed to the SWAC emailing the by-laws, then SWAC 
members could review, and subsequently a subcommittee could be formed at the next meeting. 
The SWAC voted a unanimous in favor. 

Jessica requested Delroy to email her his by-law draft as well as supporting documents. Jessica 
requested that it be put on the agenda for the next meeting.  
 
Update on Commissioner appointments to the SWAC (requested by the SWAC) 
Allyson Ruppenthal stated that none of the Recycling Industry Representative applications are 
moving forward from the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC). Allyson added that the BoCC 
still have three Business Representative applications to review; the BoCC said they will try to get to 
those next week. Allyson stated that the BoCC has requested a change in the ordinance, and the 
BoCC asked that the ordinance be changed to include the agricultural position to adjust the 
member count to 16.  
 
 

5. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Update on timeline for the Solid Waste Management Plan 
Jessica asked Solid Waste staff if there was an update on the timeline of the Solid Waste 
Management Plan (SWMP). 
 
Allyson referred to Attachment A – SWMP Timeline June 2017, provided to the SWAC by Rick 
Hlavka. Allyson explained that the timeline is representing the maximum amount of time needed 
for the SWMP to go through the review process. 
 
Burt expressed concerns regarding the SWMP and the Washington State Department of Ecology 
(Ecology) SWMP planning guidelines. Burt discussed bringing the guidelines up at the next 
meeting since he felt the SWMP did not address all of the guidelines, specifically toxicity reduction. 
Burt stated he did not see any note of toxicity reduction in the SWMP draft the current SWAC has 
created. Burt was concerned that the plan will be rejected by Ecology for not following the 
guidelines.  
 
Jessica thanked Burt for expressing that concern and deferred the concern to Allyson.   
 
Allyson explained that the SWMP references the county’s Hazardous Waste Management Plan, 
and those plans are kept separate, but are partner documents. The current Hazardous Waste 
Management Plan addresses the information, such as the toxicity reduction, that appears to be 
missing. Allyson stated that the two plans cross-reference each other. Allyson also mentioned that 
Rick Hlavka (consultant for the SWMP) has gone through and ensured that all the necessary 
components are included.  
 
Patrick Soderberg asked if the Hazardous Waste Management Plan was going to be an appendix 
to the SWMP. Allyson said that it was not, but the Hazardous Waste Management Plan was 
referenced. 
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Burt stated he would still like everyone to review the Ecology guidelines and compare to ensure all 
the all the requirements are met. 
 
Delroy suggested that if there is another review, Rick should be present. Pointed out that one of 
the next steps is to go to Ecology, if anything is missing they will point out and kick it back to the 
SWAC, if needed.  
 
Jessica said she feels hesitant to pull the SWMP back and review it again when we have already 
agreed to move it forward.  
 
Allyson said she does not feel that it is necessary to review the document again. The SWMP is 
already several years behind and will not be published until approximately a year from now.  

 
  

6. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
 
Jessica asked if there were any announcements or future work items.  
 
Jessica stated that future items could include discussing contamination of comingled recycling and 
organics, reviewing the SWAC charter and by-laws, an overview of the Solid Waste Division 
including a budget summary, 2017 Solid Waste work plan, and Ecology Coordinated Prevention 
Grant (CPG) funds.  
 
Delroy asked whom the Ecology representative is for this district. Allyson replied that in the past it 
was Tami Ramsey. Allyson believed that Ecology recently hired someone new, but was not aware 
of the details. 
 
Joan stated that the committee has been working on solid waste outreach issues for years. Joan 
voiced concerns about not being involved and informed of programs and projects. Jessica 
acknowledged the concerns and assured that this will be something that will come up moving 
forward. Joan asked for clarification regarding moving forward. Once the charter, by-laws, and 
SWMP are completed then the SWAC could consult with staff about issues. Jessica explained 
moving forward is sending draft by-laws out, creating a subcommittee, creating by-laws and a 
charter, and finalizing the SWMP; once everything is completed it would be appropriate to review 
the outreach programs taking place.  
 
Jessica asked what the committee has scheduled for the summer months; if there was any time off 
planned. Jessica said that the by-laws say meet monthly when reviewing SWMP but meet 
quarterly otherwise.  
 
Delroy thought the SWAC should be held to monthly meetings, except when there is a month 
where there would be no quorum.  
 
Jessica confirmed to keep meetings monthly for now, with the opportunity to reschedule as needed 
if attendance will be low or if there is a lack of agenda items.  

 
The June 8, 2017 SWAC meeting adjourned at 12:58 p.m. 
 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for July 13, 2017 at 11:30 a.m. located at 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Building B, Chehalis Room, Olympia, WA 98512. 
 
 

 
Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


