Common Fennel:
A Growing Problem

‘What is it?

Common Fennel (Foeniculum vilgar 1y large perennial herb
native to th diterranean that grows from 4 to 10 feet tall. It has
feathery dark green to bronzy leaves and flat topped umbrella shaped : v
clusters of yellow flowers. Common fennel blooms from July to September, producing large numbers of see ¥
The seed, foliage, stems and roots all have a strong licorice scent. Anscertes, Fomg

Why is it a threat?

¥ Readily escapes cultivation. Invades and colonizes natural areas, roadsides, vacant areas, grasslands,
wetlands, riparian areas and coastal estuaries.

» Produces large numbers of seeds. A single one year old plant can produce thousands of seeds in its first
year, and over 100,000 seeds on mature plants. Seeds can remain viable in the soil for many years.

¥ Seeds are spread by machinery, vehicles, contaminated soil and compost, animals, clothing and water.
Commeon fennel can also spread from pieces of root crown. Huge tap root can grow to 10 feet long.

» Forms dense infestations, crowding and shading out plants that are critical for native wildlife habitat.

4 ammad [, Cabturais

‘What can you do?

Don't plant it. Choose alternatives: “Florence fennel” is an annual bulbing variety that is not invasive.

Removwve plants from your vard and garden. Bag them and take to a waste and recovery center. Flease do
ﬂ #ot put into compost or yard waste recvcling.

& Learn to recognize escaped plants and report them to the Noxious Weed Control staff.
Common Fennel Alternatives

Common Fennel sites
rston County

€3, stecp embunkments, e3uarics, s
s to pastumes. Fennel can adapt to a
wide range of growiag conditions, eui-compesing aive and more deskrable plant
communmitics.
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