Knorweed:

A Growing Problem

‘What is it?

Four members of the Polygonum family: Japanese, Bohemian, Giant & Himalayan Knotweed. These
shrub-like perennials grow from 10 — 16 feet in height; have large leaves and roots and rhizomes that
often grow up to 30 feet long and 7 feet deep. Knotweeds spread primarily by fragments from these

roots during floods or in contaminated soils. They can also spread by seed or by pieces of stem that
have been cut from the parent plant.

‘Why is it a threat?

»Rapidly invades and alters sensitive riparian ecosystems. §

»Shades and chokes out native plant species. .

Results of 2004 survey for
Knotweed in
Thurston County
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