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II.  DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE RELATING TO 
HOUSING NEEDS

Drainage area designed as a rain garden in Summerwalk.  Summerwalk was 
developed under the Village Center Ordinance and provides a range of 

housing opportunities.
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II.  Demographic Profile Relating to 
Housing Needs

A.  Population, Characteristics and Trends

As discussed under the land use element, the 
2000 census shows a total of 31,600 The 2007 
preliminary estimate has 35,870 persons residing 
in the city of Lacey.  Lacey’s Urban Growth area 
is has an additional estimated to have a popula-
tion of 59,300 33,245 for a total population of 
69,115.

Table 1, based on the 2000 census information, 
also shows total population in Lacey by age and 
gender. These figures are important to determine 
the number of school age children, the number of 
persons who may be first time home buyers, and 
the elderly. These groups will have influence on 
specific housing needs.

First time home buyers are usually within the 
20-34 year age group.  Statistics show a total 
of 6,834 persons in Lacey within this group, or 
approximately 21.8 %  of the  population. Ad-
ditionally, 4,159 persons in Lacey are 65 years or 
older, or approximately 13.3% of the population, 
and 2,493 of those are 75 years or older, which 
is usually defined as the frail elderly, and are 
treated in most needs assessments as a special 
population.

2000 census information also indicates that there 
are approximately 2,319 children 5-9 years old, 
2,125 from 10-14 years old, and  2,264 from 
15-19 years old, for a total of  6,708 school age 
children, or 21.5 % of the incorporated popu-
lation. See Table 1 for general demographic 
information.

B.  Households Characteristics/Trends

For housing studies and needs analysis, house-
hold characteristics are important to determine 
the type of housing units the population will 
need. The 2000 Census information provides 
specific household characteristic information for 

Thurston County and the City of Lacey.  From 
this information In 2000, there are were a total of 
12,459 households in Lacey, with 8,149 of those 
households being family households.

Statistics show that the average household in 
Lacey has 2.47 persons. The average family 
household has 3.02 persons. Historical informa-
tion indicates that the size of the household has 
been steadily declining, indicating a trend toward 
fewer children and fewer relatives living with 
families. However, information indicates that 
36% of Lacey’s families include children and ap-
proximately 23% have elderly.

Of all family households, over half include chil-
dren. In looking at the statistics for single par-
ent households, we see that approximately 71% 
of the households with female householder (no 
husband present) have related children.  There 
are approximately 6,708 school age children in 
elementary school or high school.

In consideration of the elderly, statistics show 
that there are one or more persons 65 years 
and over in 2,870 of the households, or 23% of 
Lacey’s households.

C.  Income/Employment Characteristics

Income and employment characteristics are 
important in housing analysis to understand the 
profile of the citizens of the area in order to plan 
for their needs and preferences.  Some social 
characteristic information is available through 
the 2000 and 2005 census and estimates of 
Thurston Regional Planning.  This information 
A 2003 estimate shows a total of 19,951 24,409 
persons in Lacey and the Lacey UGA, within 
the labor force. Occupations for 1998 2003 are 
shown in Table 2. The employment forecast for 
2025 2030 is shown in Table 3.

Considering the classification of industry,  ser-
vices was the highest with 5,616 6,939 persons 
and retail trade was second with 4,448 4,949 
persons. State Government workers accounts for 
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Meandering sidewalk along a drainage pond in Jubilee.  Jubilee is a development for 
senior residents 55 and older.  Jubilee is designed around a golf course and is part of 

the Hawks Prairie Planned Community.
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Table 1
Population Distribution by Age and Gender

Lacey, 2000
Age Male Female Total
0-4 1,228 1,184 2,412
5-14 2,281 2,163 4,444
15-19 1,132 1,132 2,264
20-24 1,030 1,108 2,138
25-34 2,306 2,390 4,696
35-44 2,363 2,512 4,875
45-54 1,951 2,098 4,049
55-64 1,015 1,174 2,189
65-74 726 940 1,666
75+ 886 1,607 2,493

Total Population 14,918 16,308 31,226

Table 2
Employment Estimate 2003

Lacey and UGA
Resources 376
Construction 1,309
Manufacturing 679
TCU & Wholesale Trade 1,456
Retail 4,949
F.I.R.E. 1,896
Services 6,939
Government 6,796

Total Employment 24,400
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2,598 6,796 persons and local government work-
ers account for 2,169 persons.  

Specific income profile is only available for 
Lacey from the 2000 census. This information 
is shown in Chart 1. Eight percent of Lacey’s 
households had an income of less than $15,000 
per year.  Eight percent of Lacey’s households 
had an income above $100,000.

The most common household income range 
in Lacey was between $50,000 and $74,999, 
with 25% of our households falling within this 
range. This is followed by 21% falling between 
$35,000 and $49,999, 14% between $25,000 and 
$34,999, 13% between $15,000 and $24,999, 
and 11% falling between $75,000 to $99,999; 
see Chart 1. Lacey’s household median income 
in 2000 was $43,848, which continues to be the 
highest median household income of any of the 
local jurisdictions within Thurston County. The 
unincorporated portions of Thurston County are 
higher than any of the cities showing a median 
household income of $46,975. 

Statistics on poverty level status is also provided 
in the 2000 census.  2,798 persons are listed 
below poverty level in the Lacey area, represent-
ing 9.2%.

Table 3
Employment Forecast 2030

Lacey and UGA
Resources 411
Construction 2,277
Manufacturing 909
TCU & Wholesale Trade 3,471
Retail 7,733
F.I.R.E. 3,556
Services 13,312
Government 10,447

Total Employment 42,116
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The Village Center Ordinance promotes use of pedestrian features like this street 
crossing with red brick crosswalks and pedestrian scale lighting in Summerwalk.

Chart 1
Lacey Household Income 
Data from 2000 Census
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