
THURSTON COUNTY VETERANS’ ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

April 21, 2014 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mimi Fields, Robert Nakamura, Sean Smith, Thom Stoddert, Robert Thompson, 

Casey Wegner, and Gary Walker 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Lou McElroy, Joseph Worsley, Ric Price, Travis Sayers, Carri Sayers and Linda Loyle 

 

INTRODUCTIONS/PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Casey Wegner discussed the Thurston County Veterans’ Court Mentoring program.  Mentor training and 

re-entry services for veterans are included. 

 

Mimi Fields discussed the Veterans’ Hospice Center which is opening soon.  She is working with the new 

center. 

 

Lou McElroy, Chair of the Thurston County Veterans Council, American Legion Post 100 and AmVets 

asked people to attend the Flag Day ceremony on June 14th at South Sound Mall, Flag Plaza, 1600 hrs. 

 

Travis Sayers, WDVA, explained a potential change in service by the local contracted PTSD counselor.  He 

explained that an old regulation prohibits contracted PTSD counselors within 50 miles of a Vet Center.  

There are two Vet Centers within 50 miles of Olympia, the Tacoma and Federal Way Vet Centers. 

 

Gary Walker discussed the letter of support requested by the City of Lacey regarding placement of a Vet 

Center in Thurston County.  Gary, Lou and Linda may meet with the city to obtain additional information 

regarding this request. 

 

The Thurston County Veterans’ Council meets the second Wednesday of the month.  This most recent 

meeting was regarding veterans’ transportation.  Gary explained that Rural Transit services are available 

for individuals who live off of the bus line.  Rural Transit services will pick up these riders for 

approximately $1.00.  Brochures are available.  Also, Gary provided copies of the Military & Veteran 

Legal Resource Guide provided by the Washington State Office of the Attorney General.  Gary also 

explained that the South Sound Military & Communities Partnership is conducting a Human Services 

Provider Forum on Thursday, April 24th.  Mary Huff, Program Coordinator has said there is still room 

available to attend the forum. 

 

Ric Price retired from WDVA one year ago.  He managed homeless, incarcerated and jail projects. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of March 17, 2014 were unanimously approved. 



 

BUDGET PLANNING 
 

The advisory board has been planning for the VAF budget.  There are not enough funds to operate the 

program the way it has been operating.  Revenue from property taxes has gone down.  Thurston County 

presently levies at one and one-eighth cents per thousand dollars of assessed value.  The advisory board 

is preparing recommendations regarding funding for the VAF that will be presented first to Don Sloma 

and then to the Board of County Commissioners.  Entries to the budget will be made in July. 

 

The Revised, Draft Planning Document was reviewed by Gary.  The document includes the following: 

1. Housing is the biggest thing the advisory board wants to support. 

2. Drexel House & Salvation Army shelter contracts are important. 

3. Identify rent or other assistance regarding housing. 

 

The advisory board needs to decide if housing is a top priority; what adjustments to perhaps make to 

contracts; first time veterans perhaps as a priority and provide guide to services; and veterans out of the 

service 1 ½ years perhaps a priority.  Other suggestions included 1 ½ years out of service dedicated to 

housing.  Utilities perhaps provideD to families with children and first time applicants.  Rent perhaps 

provided for one month to get them into housing with the veteran able to sustain payments. 

 

Other suggestions included asking applicants if they have exhausted other resources such as VFW and 

American Legion.  Look at what categories of assistance have no other funding source.  Another 

suggestion, depending on the amount that needs to be cut, provide assistance to first time applicants 

and veterans who have been out of the service two years or more.  Perhaps find out what progress is 

being made and if the applicant returns that would be the last time they receive assistance.  Another 

consideration would be to assist this year and next year and then no further assistance. 

 

Either the number served or the amount needs to change.  It is important that the advisory board know 

how much needs to be cut from the budget.  Data regarding first time or number of years assisted will 

be provided at the next meeting.  Priority perhaps given to first time users of the fund; discharged last 

24 months; and resident six months Thurston County except if were on base the last six months.  

Whatever changes are made a letter will be sent to prior recipients to notify them of any changes. 

 

Priorities: 

1. First time applicants with minor dependent children in the household. 

2. Remove funding of emergency shelter contracts. 

3. Analysis by Gary and Linda of VAF figures, including utilities and rent. 

4. Retain $500/$800 but look at VAF figures to see if can sustain these amounts. 

5. Don’t fund food. 

6. Referral resources. 

 



In the presentation to the Board of County Commissioners include accomplishments including Service 

Providers Conference, TCVC coordination and resource directory. 

 

NEXT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
 

At the next meeting Bob Jones, City of Olympia Volunteer Liaison on veterans’ issues, will be invited to 

explore 501C3’s; Joe Avalos, PHSS will review efforts to identify additional funding for the VAF; a Pierce 

County representative will be invited to discuss the Pierce County Veterans Bureau and advisory board; 

and the draft presentation will be reviewed. 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Casey said there will be training at the Dispute Resolution Center in September.  The training will be 

‘Communicating with Veterans’. 

 

Gary said that L&I is hiring folks for entry-level positions. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Submitted by, 

Linda Loyle, Community Program Manager 


