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Veterans’ Advisory Board / Thurston County Commissioners Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
Date:  January 3, 2013 

Time Dept/Office Attendees Discussion/Topics Results/Direction 

9-10 a.m. PHSS – 

Veterans’ 

Advisory Board 

Note Taker: Linda Loyle 

 
 

 Wolfe 

 Romero 

Valenzuela 

 Krupp 

 Campbell 

 

Don Sloma, PHSS 

Deborah Allen, PHSS 

Linda Loyle, PHSS 

Dr. Mimi Fields, Chair 
VAB 

Sean Smith, VAB 

Gary Walker, VAB 

Casey Wegner, VAB 

Guests: 

Michael Wilson 

Joe Worsley, VFW Post 
11402 

Travis Sayers, WDVA 

Valerie Elliott 

Definition of Veteran 

 Consider definition that includes Veteran 
is a member of the Armed Forces of the 
US who served on active duty and was 
discharged under conditions other than 
dishonorable.  NG or Reserves are 
Veterans if they were ever ordered to 
Active Duty other than for training. 

 Current definition is cumbersome and 
not always equitable. 

 VAB suggests as broad a definition as 
possible while honoring State law. 

Budget Considerations 

 Veterans Assistance Fund is currently 
levied at the minimum allowed by law. 

 Consider increasing the levy amount. 

 Research and expand other revenue 
sources. 

Collaboration and Resource Integration 

 Endorse meetings and collaboration with 
local, state and federal entities, veterans’ 
service organizations and other 
interested parties. 

 Recommend convening a meeting with 
WDVA and other local representatives.  

Composition of Advisory Board 

 Request that BoCC consider increasing 
the number of advisory board members 
from maximum of seven to a maximum 
of 10 to 12 board members. 

Definition of Veteran 

 Concern with creating a broader 
definition of veteran when resources 
are so limited. 

 If revisions to the definition were 
considered need to include veterans’ 
service organization participation for 
promotion in the legislature. 

Budget Considerations 

 Proposals to increase the millage need 
to include the various reasons to do so. 

 VAF is a small, specific program that is 
part of a bigger picture.  Continue to do 
our best. 

 Merge budget considerations into 
larger discussion regarding services to 
military and veterans. 

 Local stakeholders come together to 
work on issues to fill the gap. 

 Do not expand mission but be more 
creative in the approach. 

Collaboration and Resource Integration 

 Endorse meetings and collaboration. 

 Don Sloma to contact WDVA regarding 
a meeting of community partners. 

Composition of Advisory Board 

 BoCC to consider. 

 


