
THURSTON COUNTY VETERANS’ ADVISORY BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
July 20, 2015 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mimi Fields, Sean Smith, Thom Stoddert, Gary Walker, Casey Wegner 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Daniel Miller, Robert Thompson 

OTHERS PRESENT: Linda Loyle, Joseph Worsley, Steve Hastings, Mark Oravsky, and Julia Hicks 

 

The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Comments were made from an audience member, Steve Hastings regarding Sidewalk services.  He brought up 

concerns regarding the system used to serve veterans.  VAB members will follow-up to see what can be done 

about the concerns. 

 

Mark Oravsky explained how the Veterans Victory Farm assists people in need with fresh produce.  The Victory 

Farm will have an open house August 6th beginning at 5:30 p.m.  Also, Mark is working on scheduling the ASSIST, 

Suicide Prevention training class for here in Thurston County.  This training was suggested by the Commitment to 

Service Veterans Conference, Crisis Services group. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of April 20, 2015 were unanimously approved by the VAB. 
 

SHELTER FUNDING 
 

Interviews were held with Catholic Community Services SW, Interfaith Works and The Salvation Army for 

contracted shelter services in 2016.  The VAB recommends that Catholic Community Services SW, Drexel House 

receive $37,200; Interfaith Works, Emergency Overnight Shelter receives $10,000; and The Salvation Army receive 

$8,000.  It was suggested by the VAB that The Salvation Army present plans on how services for veterans might be 

enhanced in 2016.  At that time the VAB would consider recommending the total requested amount of $16,000.  

Gary will begin preparation of a letter of recommendation. 

 

CONFERENCE DE-BRIEF – Commitment to Serving Veterans 2015 
 

There was good attendance and participation at the conference which was held Tuesday, June 16th at the National 

Guard Armory.  Some individuals attending said they did not know about many of the organizations at the 

conference. 

 

The Crisis Services group was productive and communicative in sharing information about resources.  The group 

suggested a three month follow-up to the conference and suggested that the ASSIST suicide prevention training 

program be offered to interested parties.  In September there will be a follow-up meeting at Public Health & Social 

Services for the Crisis Services group. 

 

The one-stop group had organizations represented that were willing to participate in the development of a one-

stop model.  A follow-up meeting for the one-stop group will also be scheduled within the next couple of months.  

A chairperson for both groups will hopefully be identified. 

 



Thom said that the conference evaluations showed that attendees were unhappy with the facility.  Other 

comments were positive and there were suggestions to hold the conference more than once a year. 

 

Notes from the white board are as follows: 
 

Follow-Up Meetings 

 Separate dates for the two groups 

 Organize/conduct meeting within 1-2 months; each meeting two hours to half a day 

 Seek out one-stop shop group leader; Casey will lead the Crisis group 

 Invites to entire group 

 Each group look at how to identify definite, concrete steps 

 Start building plans; set up sub-groups to start planning on specific tasks 

 Recommend meet quarterly. 

 

One-stop perhaps meet at L&I and Crisis group meet at PHSS. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 

The VAB will meet with the BoCC and may discuss budget recommendations.  The next VAB meeting in October 

will include proposed plans for the non-profit. 
 

With no further business the meeting adjourned. 
 

Submitted by, 

Linda Loyle, Community Program Manager 


