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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Thurston County Planning Commission 

 

FROM: Andrew Deffobis, Associate Planner 

 

DATE: July 20, 2011 

 

SUBJECT: Critical Areas Ordinance (CAO) Update – Geologic Hazards 

 

The Planning Department has completed a draft chapter addressing geologic hazards under the 

CAO (proposed Chapter 24.15 TCC, attached).  The draft chapter covers landslide, marine bluff, 

and erosion hazard areas.  Other hazards often grouped under the heading of geologic hazards—

seismic, volcanic, and mine hazard areas—have been separated out into their own chapters 

(proposed Chapters 24.16, 24.17, and 24.18, respectively; previously distributed). 

The Planning Commission has already received some background information pertaining to 

geologic hazards.  At its May 4, 2011 meeting, a compact disc containing relevant scientific 

literature on geologic hazards was distributed to the Planning Commission.  This partial 

collection of documents may be supplemented with additional information in the future.  A 

forthcoming Best Available Science summary report will provide a review of scientific and other 

information used to formulate the draft Geologic Hazards CAO chapter. 

Presentations on local geologic hazards and regional planning for these hazards have already 

been given to the Planning Commission.  On May 18, 2011, Timothy Walsh of the Washington 

Department of Natural Resources presented an overview of the geologic history of the Puget 

Sound area and geologic hazards facing the region today, including volcanic eruptions and 

lahars, landslides, and earthquakes.  On June 15, 2011, Paul Brewster of Thurston Regional 

Planning Council discussed natural hazard mitigation planning for the region and its relation to 

the CAO update work currently underway by County staff and the Planning Commission. 

Two other documents are attached to this memorandum.  The first is a jurisdictional comparison 

table that outlines how landslide hazard definitions and buffers, among other considerations, are 

addressed by cities within Thurston County and neighboring jurisdictions.  The second is a 

comparison table that highlights differences between the current and proposed CAO provisions 

pertaining to geologic hazards. 


