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  Proposal Title &  

Affected Code  
Summary  Issues/Analysis  

A-1 
 
 
 
 

Legal 
Counsel 

Amend the 

Thurston County 

Code Appeal 

Procedures to 

remove the Board 

of County 

Commissioners 

from the Quasi-

judicial Review 

Process. 

All Development 

Codes 

Appeal procedures (including 

development code procedures) 

provide an opportunity to appeal 

Hearing Examiner decisions to 

the Board of County 

Commissioners. This 

amendment would direct 

Hearing Examiner appeals to be 

made pursuant to state law. 

Due to the complexity of appeals made to 

the Hearing Examiner, there is a need for a 

judicial review. Hearing Examiner appeals 

would be appealed pursuant to state law and 

would not go to the Board of County 

Commissioners. 

A-2 Penalties and 

Enforcement 

All Land Use 

Codes 

Amend all land use codes to 

strengthen the penalties and 

expand the options for attaining 

compliance with code 

provisions. 

Current enforcement options are ineffective 

Increased fines, double fees, liens on 

property, public notification of violations, 

recording of violation notices against 

property, and other actions should be used, 

as appropriate. 

A-3 Set Final 

Regulations for 

State-Licensed 

Marijuana 

Producers, 

Processers and 

Retailers 

All Zoning Codes 

State-licensed marijuana 

producers, processers and 

retailers are authorized by 

Chapter 69.50 RCW.  Thurston 

County does not currently have 

final regulations governing the 

placement of these operations. 

On November 12, 2013, Thurston County 

adopted Ordinance No. 14944, which 

established interim regulations governing 

state-licensed marijuana producers, 

processors and retailers.  The ordinance also 

established a one-year work program to 

adopt final regulations.   

A-4 Critical Areas 

Ordinance 

Revisions 

Title 24 

Make corrections and 

adjustments to the critical areas 

ordinance adopted in 2012 to 

increase usability, 

understanding, references, and 

address issues brought forward 

through the implementation of 

the new critical areas ordinance. 

 

 

 

The new critical areas ordinance was 

adopted in July 2012.  Amendments were 

made to correct errors, references and 

address issues brought forward through the 

implementation of the new critical areas 

ordinance.  As staff continues to work with 

the new regulations, more issues have or 

may develop that need to be addressed in a 

timely fashion.  Examples may include fixes 

to the prairie definition, geologically hazard 

area definitions, and issues regarding older 

nonconforming uses. 
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A-5  
 
 

 
 

 
School 
Districts 
 
Public 
Works 

Remove or Modify 

Building Size 

Limits in Rural 

Zones for Schools 

and Public Works 

Facilities 

Title 20 

Amend the Rural Residential/ 

Resource 1/5, Rural 1/10, Rural 

1/20 and Urban Reserve zones to 

include criteria to allow larger 

school sites with existing 

nonconforming schools.  The 

intent is not to create a blanket 

building size exemption for 

school sites. 

 

Public Works has also requested 

an exemption to the building size 

limits for the R 1/10 zoning 

district.   

These zones were amended in 2007 to place 

blanket restrictions on building size.  The 

size limits were increased in July 2010 for 

fire stations.  The unintended effect was to 

severely limit or prohibit some traditionally 

rural and public land uses.  School districts 

have requested an exemption from the size 

limits.  The size limits do not allow school 

districts to replace existing nonconforming 

schools.  Size limits can be established 

through the State Environmental Policy Act 

(SEPA) or the Special Use Permit process 

on a site-specific basis. 

 

The Tilley Rd. Facility has reached the 

maximum building site coverage.  This is 

affecting the gas pump canopy project and 

the replacement of the sand shed. 

 

A-6 
 
 
 
 
 

Wireless 
Industry 

Wireless 

Communication 

Facilities 

Titles 20, 21, 22, 

and 23 

 

A development code request has 

been submitted requesting the 

county revise regulations in its 

wireless communications 

regulations (Chapter 20.33 TCC) 

to permit programmatic 

approvals, implement recently 

adopted federal laws (2012), 

update language, and simplify 

the site upgrade process, 

including fence requirements. 

Chapter 20.33 TCC was enacted in 2003.  It 

has not been amended since then to 

accommodate changes in federal law 

regarding site upgrades.  As currently 

written, the county may not be able to meet 

review timelines set in federal law.   

 

Changes may also need to be made to 

wireless communication regulations in the 

urban growth area zoning ordinances.  Staff 

will assess applicable zoning regulations in 

all four zoning ordinances. 

A-7 
 
 

Citizen 

Amend the UGA 

Zoning Codes for 

Urban 

Agriculture 

Titles 21, 22, 23 

Citizens have requested the 

County to amend the three 

Urban Growth Area (UGA) 

zoning codes to be consistent 

with current city regulations for 

small farm animals such as 

chickens. 

Recently, the cities have amended their 

zoning codes to allow for residents in lower 

density zoning districts to have a limited 

number of chickens.  Currently, the three 

UGA zoning codes do not allow small farm 

animals. 

A-8 
 
 

 
Citizen 

Better Define 

Personal Social 

Event and Event 

All Codes 

 

The term “event” is not currently 

defined in the zoning codes. 

Should it be one day or an entire 

holiday weekend?  Additionally, 

the definition for personal social 

event has been found to be 

overly inclusive and inadequate 

to protect nearby residences.   

The lack of a definition for “event” and the 

inadequate definition for “personal social 

event” has caused some adverse impacts 

recently in the rural area.  There have been 

several nuisance complaints regarding noise 

and time duration for “events” and 

“personal social events”.  
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A-9 
 
 
 
 

Citizen 

Set Regulations 

for Food Trucks 

and Espresso 

Stands 

Titles 20, 21, 22, 23 

The codes are currently silent on 

food trucks and espresso stands.  

They are becoming increasingly 

popular.  The codes need to be 

updated to acknowledge their 

existence. 

Currently, for land use purposes staff treats 

them either as accessory to an existing 

convenience store with no permit required 

or as a stand-alone business requiring site 

plan review similar to a stick-built store. A 

middle ground may be more appropriate 

and should be driven by the length of stay at 

a site.  

A-10  
 

Site Plan Review 

for Uses that do 

not Require a 

Building Permit 

Titles 20 & 23 

Currently some commercial 

projects do not trigger an 

administrative site plan review 

because there is no associated 

building permit.  These include 

auction yards, parking lots, 

businesses operating from 

vehicles or tents, and other uses. 

Chapters 20.37 TCC and 23.60 do not 

include these uses for needing a site plan 

review.  The zoning codes for the Tumwater 

and Lacey UGAs already address this issue.  

 

Uses that do not require a building permit 

may still cause off-site impacts that need to 

be addressed.  These impacts can be 

addressed through the site plan review 

process. 

A-11 
 
 
 
 

Citizen 

Amend the 

Tumwater UGA 

and Rural Zoning 

Codes for the 

Airport Overlay 

Titles 20 & 22 

The County added an airport 

overlay to the comprehensive 

plan in 2005, but did not amend 

the zoning ordinances in the 

Rural area to add the overlay.  

The City of Tumwater updated 

their regulations in 2004.  The 

County has received a citizen 

request to update the zoning 

ordinances. 

Airport hazard overlays are intended to 

ensure compatible land uses in airport 

approach areas.  The County has no special 

overlay for airport approach zones in Title 

20.  A section is in the Tumwater UGA 

Zoning Ordinance, but has not been updated 

to reflect changes to the overlay made by 

the City in 2004. 

 
 


