
 

 For more info visit http://www.co.thurston.wa.us/planning/vsp/voluntary-stewardship-home.html  

Estimated acreage of Ag 

activities: 117,135.13  

Open-Space Ag: 34,864 a. 

Long Term Ag: 15,690 a. 

USDA census (2012): 

 # of farms: 1,336 

 # of operators: 2,165 

 Avg. age: 58.9 

 Land in farms: 76,638 a. 

 Market value of Ag 

products: $122,423,000 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strategic Goals 

 

 

Voluntary Stewardship Program 

 
 

Tactical Objectives to achieve goals 
 

 

 

 

 

Protect and Voluntarily 

Enhance Critical Areas in 

areas with Ag activities 
 

 

 

 

 Programs to improve Ag viability 

(marketing, etc.) 

 Economic data related to Ag 

 Infrastructure available 

 Types of financial incentives 

 # of Ag operators, average age 

 # provided technical info 

 Acres of land in Ag production 

 Means for communication 

 Online clearinghouse for Ag 

resources and program contacts  

 Participation in Ag associations 

 

Maintain and improve long 

term viability of Agriculture  

 Acres/stream miles of wetlands, 

riparian areas & fencing, wetland 

ratings (rating system for W. WA.) 

 Acres of fish & wildlife habitat 

 Habitat/WQ ratings (NRCS tools) 

 Acres/% of impervious surfaces 

 Number of irrigation efficiencies 

 Estimated sediment due to erosion 

 Participation: number of 

Stewardship Plans & types of 

conservation practices 

implemented (active and passive) 

 # and extent of conservation & 

restoration projects 

 

Maintain/increase Ag production 

Maintain or increase designated Ag land 

Maintain/increase participation and 

implementation of conservation practices to 

enhance Ag activities 

Maintain and improve a vibrant Ag economy 

Develop process for regulatory and tax reform 

Assess adequate Ag infrastructure (Define the 

infrastructure, inventory, & identify gaps)  

Provide technical assistance and info 

 

 

Estimated acreage of critical 

areas intersecting with Ag: 

 Wildlife Habitat: 70,369 

 Geologic Hazard Areas: 

4,414 

 Critical Aquifer Recharge 

Areas: 106,916 

 Flood Zones: 17,990 

 Wetlands: 15,511 

 

 

 

Maintain/increase participation and 

implementation of conservation practices to 

protect and enhance critical areas 

Fish and Wildlife Habitat areas: maintain or 

increase acreage of habitat & habitat ratings 

Wetlands: maintain/increase native plant 

communities, riparian areas, livestock fencing 

Frequently flooded areas: avoid permanent 

alterations/reduce impervious surfaces 

Critical Aquifer Recharge areas: maintain or 

reduce impervious surfaces, implement 

irrigation efficiencies 

Reduce geologic hazards (erosion & landslides) 

 

 Parcel level--Technical 

assistance: number of 

Stewardship Plans and 

types of conservation 

practices 

implemented, acreage 

and ratings in 

Stewardship Plans 

 Watershed level--Ag 

liaison: acreage & #’s 

overall 

  

 Parcel Level—Technical 

assistance: acreage in 

Ag production, # of 

people provided 

assistance for VSP 

 Watershed level--Ag 

liaison: programs and # 

of operators 

benefitting, info on 

economic data, Ag 

infrastructure,  & 

available resources 

 

Benchmarks and Metrics 

What to Measure        How/Who  2011 Baseline data 
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