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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes of February 11, 2016 

9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia WA 
 

ROLL CALL:  Present (P) 
  Not Present (NP) 
Members Interest/Organization Excused (E) 

Joe Hyer (Chair)  District #1 Citizen Representative P 
J. W. Foster (Vice-Chair)  City of Yelm P 
Josh Cummings for Sandra Romero  County Commissioner P 
E.J. Zita Port of Olympia P 
Dan Daniels City of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 
Cynthia Pratt for Lenny Greenstein City of Lacey P 
Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 
Scott Rekawek for Diana Wall 
Burton Guttman 

Industry Representative - Recycling 
District #2, Citizen Representative  

P 
E 

Renee Sinclair 
Delroy Cox 

District #3, Citizen Representative 
Industry Representative - Refuse  

P 
P 

   
 
Staff Present:  Terri Thomas, Lynn Richard, Scott Schimelfenig, Peter Guttchen, Katherine Strauss, Greg 
Gachowsky, Jo Evans – Public Works; Gerald Tousley, – Public Health  
 
Guests Present:  Steve Gilmore – Republic Services, Rick Hlavka – Green Solutions, John Cox – Waste 
Connections (LeMay) 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
The February 11, 2016 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at  

11:30 a.m. by Joe Hyer.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 

A motion to approve the February 11, 2016 SWAC Agenda was made by Dave Watterson. The 

motion was seconded by Dan Daniels. Motion passed. A motion was made by Dave Watterson to 

approve the January 14, 2016 minutes with edits. The motion was seconded by Joan Cathey. Motion 

passed. 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 

 

4. PROGRAM UPDATES/RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
Solid Waste Education and Outreach 

Peter Guttchen reported on the Request for Proposals on the grant program to recover more surplus 

edible food in Thurston County. Seven applications were received and we are now in the process of 

finalizing our evaluation of the applications. There are some very exciting projects that represent 

organizations across the entire county. We expect that when this begins to roll out we will begin to 

recover a lot more perishable food to feed needy people in Thurston County.   

 

Some of the examples of organizations that have applied included the following:  Hidden Creek 

Community Church on the west side of Olympia, Turning Point Church in Lacey, Salvation Army, 

Rochester Organization of Families, and Senior Services of South Sound (three locations). We will be 

looking to provide them resources to enhance the amount of food they are able to recover and 
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refrigerate or freeze then distribute back out to the community. One of the benefits of the work we 

have been doing is that it has gotten us connected to the community in a different way. For example, 

with ROOF in Rochester, we were able to link them up with the Thurston County Food Bank and the 

Rochester School District. As of the beginning of this calendar year, all of the surplus edible food that 

comes out of all four Rochester schools is now going to ROOF. That includes unopened milk cartons, 

hamburgers, tater tots; and a whole range of foods that ROOF can now distribute back out into the 

community. Any food that ROOF is not able to handle will head back into Olympia to the Thurston 

County Food Bank. Another example is the relationship we just started with Catholic Community 

Services and Saint Martins to do a similar sort of program. They generate lots of surplus edible food 

through their dining program which is run by Bon Appetit and all the catering of events at Saint 

Martins.  

Terri:  One important note is a lot of the equipment organizations were requesting is refrigeration; so 

they understand the scope of the grant as far as trying to have more fresh foods. 

 

Katherine Straus reported on the Threadcycle Campaign. We are trying to aim for a March 1st kick-off. 

The Threadcycle Campaign is an educational campaign to let residents in Thurston County know that 

they can donate any clothing, textile, and linens in any condition to certain donation sites in Thurston 

County. So whether it is torn, stained, damaged, or full of holes, that clothing is still valuable and can 

still be donated. We are working with King County Solid Waste who started this program last year. 

They have agreed to let us use the name and logo so that we can have consistent messaging. 

Goodwill, Value Village, Northwest Center, and USAgain will be the donation sites. We will be doing a 

media blitz starting March 1st, to get the word out.   

 

Textiles make up 3.7% of the waste stream, which is the seventh largest category by weight. Once 

the textiles get donated, the donation sites sort it and grade it. About 10-20% is resold locally and 80-

90% is sold to brokers or private sector recyclers who then sort it and grade it again. Of that, some 

are exported as second hand clothing, some is recycled into industrial rags, and then some of that is 

recycled into new fiber that’s used in new insulation or carpeting. Of the participating drop off 

locations, Northwest Center and USAgain are new and have just started donation drop boxes that 

you see in gas station parking lots. 

 

Joe Hyer stated that twice in the last year he has had to call on one of those drop boxes near his 

house because it was over full and there is stuff out side of it and at that point it is illegal dumping. 

Will they be closely monitoring these drop boxes? Katherine is aware of illegal dumping at these 

sites. Joe felt that the problem is not necessarily illegal dumping at these sites, it is the bin being full. 

Terri explained that the gas stations or other locations that the bins are located are responsible to 

notify USAgain when the bins need to be emptied. The program is similar to the Goodwill and Value 

Village wanting to be E-Cycle locations. Items that work are sold and what is not working they actually 

get a small amount of income for processing the E-Cycle items and getting it through the State 

program. It’s a mutually beneficial partnership for them. 

 

Environmental Health Updates 

Gerald Tousely reported the following updates:   

From the Educational Group of Environmental Health: they are doing what is called EcoPRO training 

for landscape professionals. This is a certification program on sustainable landscaping practices 

emphasizing using of the use of non-hazardous materials. It will take place on Fridays in March. This 

replaces the organic lawn care training they did two years ago. They are continuing the Healthy 

Homes program. There is a new group of volunteers they are training through March. As part of the 

Healthy Homes’ program, volunteers visit somebody’s home and identify potential areas that could 

cause indoor pollution, and suggest ways to reduce that pollution.  
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Business Pollution Group: Gerald had reported last month that he would be providing the SWAC with 

a summary of what was done in 2015. He is still finalizing that report. Some of the things that we have 

noticed is that our Integrated Pest Management Program (IPM) has really taken off. We are now 

getting just under 25,000 downloads of our IPM prescriptions per quarter. Also, in 2014, 97 tons of 

solid waste were cleared from properties. In 2015, the number rose to 148 tons of solid waste. We 

are getting a lot more aggressive now to get people to clean up their properties. Terri asked if any of 

these people were the people we gave vouchers to. Gerald stated that the voucher program ended a 

few years ago. There were some instances where a grandparent would allow their grandson to stay 

on their property where they would bring their cars, trash and stuff and they had no way of cleaning it 

up. We would target those properties with our vouchers that were very detrimental to their 

neighborhoods they were in. Gerald thought that they gave out a total of 28 vouchers in 2 ½ years.   

Delroy Cox asked if there are many repeat offenders. Gerald stated that there are a few hoarders and 

we continue to work with them. Some of these hoarders have passed away and their relatives have 

come in and cleaned up the properties. 

 

Prescription drop off:  In 2014, 4,700 pounds were collected. In 2015, the number rose to 5,900 

pounds. We do not advertise this because the police stations would get overrun with what is dropped 

off. We do have flyers that are available to people who want to know what to do with their 

prescriptions. These are provided at HazoHouse. We don’t go out and advertise because we don’t 

have the infrastructure.  

 

We will present our work plan at next month’s meeting. Joan Cathey asked if it’s Gerald’s group that 

goes into the stores to do outreach on the use of pesticides. Gerald confirmed that they have a 

campaign that goes into the box stores such as Home Depot, Lowes, and Target to do a hazardous 

waste assessment which would include looking at pesticides. What they are finding out is that the 

larger box stores that have corporate offices throw their hazardous waste into the garbage. Gerald 

explained that the Educational Group goes into the stores and will talk about alternatives to pesticides 

and they have some information on it. The prescriptions that we build under our Integrative Pesticide 

Use program all talk about alternatives to pesticides. That is what our IPM program is - they are 

meshed together (Educational Group and the Business Pollution Group). 

E.J. Zita asked if we have a policy or agreement on the use of Round-up. Gerald stated that the 

County does not have a policy but rather a proclamation to not use neonicotinoids pesticides on 

County/Government property. Joan said that Tumwater, Olympia, and Lacey have also passed a 

proclamation related to the use of these pesticides. 

 

5. NEW BUSINESS 

Asphalt Shingles 
Terri Thomas:  Asphalt shingles are highly recyclable and recycling has not done here because we 
haven’t had a location that accepts them. We had an interesting conversation last week with 
Concrete Recyclers in Thurston County and Miles Resources based in Pierce County which takes 
asphalt shingles at some of their locations. Concrete Recyclers could potentially serve as the 
consolidation point. The first step is for Concrete Recyclers to work with Environmental Health to 
make sure all the permitting requirements are met. We are hoping that Concrete Recyclers and Miles 
Resources can come to an agreement and then we can do some specific promotions to roofers for 
the asphalt shingles and just the general DIY population through the permitting process and all our 
normal outreach methods. When we surveyed roofers in 2012, some were landfilling the asphalt 
shingles and some were dumping them on vacant property. Roofers in Mason and Lewis counties 
may bring their asphalt shingles here if the fees are low enough.  
Scott Rekawek stated that Concrete Recyclers already does take in concrete roofing tiles, and most 
roofing companies in Thurston County know this. If we start taking asphalt shingles that will be a plus.   
Terri:  It will be a good cooperative effort with Miles, Concrete, and with our team doing the outreach.   
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Joe Hyer asked if asphalt shingles are recycled into new asphalt shingles. Terri: The asphalt shingles 
are recycled into asphalt pavement and can be used for a lot of other purposes. Part of the 
conversation we had the other day was that there are cases where there is a lack of knowledge or 
resistance to using this material. If you remember we used to have what we called “Glass Mountain” 
at Concrete Recyclers because they were collecting glass, but a lot of local permitting agencies and 
builders had some fear about using it for base under pavement and such. We held a Glass Summit at 
New Market Skills Center, which was very successful. We had regulators, the state agencies that use 
it, construction workers, and the permitting agencies learn about the product.  Then there was cross 
dialogue for two hours and questions and answers. It resulted in a lot of the cities locally that were not 
allowing the use of the glass start using it and a lot of construction companies started using it as well. 
“Glass Mountain” is now gone. We can hopefully do the same next fall for asphalt shingles. We would 
like to do it in the off season when the construction is slow.  
 
Dan Daniels stated that the WA Department of Transportation limits the percentage of asphalt 
shingles and old asphalt paving that can be used to recycle into asphalt paving.  
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
Request for Proposals for Bag Ban Report and Survey – Status Update 
Terri Thomas reported that the RFP has gone to the Board of County Commissioners. It was 
approved and has gone out. Everyone has been provided a copy of it today. Terri outlined the 
important sections to look at are Section 1:  Project Summary and Section 5:  Scope of Services. 
There is not a public survey component of this report. We should be getting the responses back 
February 26th; then we will quickly evaluate them and then go back to the Board for approval of the 
contract. 
Terri clarified that the Plastic Bag Progress report that is due in July will not have a public opinion 
survey component in it. Lynn Richard further explained that it is not part of the Code that was in the 
actual resolution. The County Code does not call for a countywide public opinion survey but is 
basically a survey of the retailers and how the ban impacts them. 

 
Solid Waste Plan Development – Review of Chapter 3 
Peter Guttchen along with Rick Hlavka with Green Solutions (consultant who is supporting staff on 
this process) reported on the progress of the Solid Waste Plan. Staff has been working on the Solid 
Waste Plan update now for about a year (started process in March 2015). The Solid Waste Plan is 
required to be reviewed and updated every five years. All SWAC committee members can have 
access to all of the previous chapters that have been reviewed, the updated schedule, as well as the 
outline. This is all posted in the “Drop Box” folder. A link to this will be sent to all SWAC members. 
Rick and Peter walked the SWAC through the process to date and started reviewing the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling chapter of the Plan (Chapter 3), which in many ways is the most substantive 
and meaningful chapter of the plan at least in terms of what is important to this committee. We are 
now only about one month behind our original schedule, partly because we doubled up on some 
chapters.   
 

Rick Hlavka outlined the schedule. The next month or two we will review the remaining chapters and 
then review the complete draft. Then it will go out for public review and the WA State Department of 
Ecology to review. There will be a public hearing; we will gather all the comments on the plan from 
the various sources and then come back to the SWAC with a summary of those comments and 
proposed revisions in response to those comments. After we receive final comments from the SWAC, 
the Plan would be sent to the County Commissioners and to the City Councils for approval. After that 
it will go back to Ecology one more time so that they can give it their final blessing. At that point they 
will be looking at only those things that have changed since their review of the preliminary draft. 
Ecology is allowed 120 days for their review. 
 
Terri explained to the committee members that when the Solid Waste Management Plan goes out for 
public review, everybody can review it. As a SWAC representative, it is your responsibility to take 
each chapter back to your respective organizations and City Councils for review. It is your role to 
ensure your City Councils share the information with your communities. 
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Chapters 3 and 4 review  
These chapters were reviewed and recommended changes were made by the committee members. 
A revised version reflecting these changes will be posted in the Dropbox folder and sent to members 
to review and share before the next SWAC meeting.  
 

7. MEMBER SHARING 
Josh Cummings – Anaerobic Digester 
An email was sent to Jim Jenson with WSU concerning the paper that was written by a WSU 
professor on Bio Digesters providing energy. Jim Jenson confirmed that the professor had been fired 
and that Thurston County was not using any of the data or information from this professor’s 
research/paper in their assessment of the technology. Josh will forward a portion of this email to 
SWAC members. 
 
J.W. Foster shared how awesome Thurston County is for emergency services. With the training 
initiatives and public outreach we have there is an approximate 60% save rate on cardiac arrests in 
our County.  
 
Joe Hyer shared that he has visited the Waste and Recovery Center three times recently and felt that 
the customer service of all the staff there was great. 
 
Cynthia Pratt shared that she sits on the LOTT board and that the methane gas is removed as much 
as possible. Solid waste is trucked to Eastern Washington and they are discussing other ways to 
dispose of this waste. 
 
E.J. Zita shared that a group of her students went to the Bullet Center in Seattle. 
 
Terri said that Silver Spring Organics can provide free compost for school gardens. Call Samantha at 
Silver Springs. This was arranged through Charlie Maxwell with Waste Connections.  
 
The February 11, 2016, SWAC meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for Thursday March 10, 2016, 11:30 a.m. at Thurston County 
Public Works, 9605 Tilley Rd. S. Suite B, Olympia, WA  98512 

 

 


