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THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of April 13, 2017 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite A, Olympia WA 

 
 

ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 

  Excused (E) 

  Not Present (NP) 

Members Interest/Organization Present (P) 

Jessica Bateman (Chair) City of Olympia  P 

Scott Rekawek (Interim) Industry Representative - 

Recycling 

P 

Josh Cummings County Commissioner’s Office P 

Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 

Cynthia Pratt (Lenny Greenstein)  City of Lacey A 

Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 

Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative NP 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair (Vice 

Chair) 

District #3, Citizen Representative P 

Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 

E.J. Curry City of Yelm NP 

 
 
Staff Present:  Monica Gorman and Ashlee Rodriguez – Public Works; Art Starry, Chris Hawkins, and 
Patrick Soderberg – Thurston County Public Health & Social Services 
 
Guests Present:  Jeff Harwood and John Cox – LeMay; Rick Hlavka – Green Solutions; Dan Daniels – City 
of Olympia   
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The April 13, 2017 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 11:30 

a.m. by the Vice Chair, Renee Radcliff Sinclair.  

 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 
 

A motion to approve the March 2017 SWAC minutes along with the April 2017 agenda was made 

by Renee, while simultaneously proposing an amendment of the agenda to include a discussion 

about the election of a new Chair. The motion was seconded, and the SWAC unanimously agreed 

to approve the March minutes, and April agenda, and move forward with the discussion of a new 

Chair before the Public Comments. 

 

Joe Downing, District One Port Commissioner, introduced himself to the room. Jessica Bateman, 

City of Olympia Councilmember, Position #2, also made an introduction as the representative for 

Olympia. This was followed by a roundtable of introductions of all present. 
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Discussion to elect a new Chair was led by Renee. Joan Cathy discussed the removal of Joe Hyer, 

the previous Chair. Moving forward, she suggested the SWAC regroup, gain a better 

understanding of the role of the SWAC, and continue to do good work. Joan nominated Jessica 

Bateman for the Chair of the SWAC. 

 

Renee asked if there were any other nominations or comments. Joe asked how the process of 

elections and terminations works for the SWAC. Lenny Greenstein responded by stating the 

SWAC is a mix of elected and non-elected members. Joe Hyer was a Citizen Representative from 

District #1. The Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) appoint the Citizen Representatives from 

each district and can remove them at any time. Lenny explained that the SWAC itself chooses its 

own Chair and Vice Chair, the BoCC does not actually put the Chair in place; the BoCC appoints 

the citizen and industry representatives. Lenny continued by stating that other representatives 

cannot be removed in the same fashion as a citizen representative; it just so happened that Joe 

Hyer was not only Citizen Representative for District #1 but also the Chair of the SWAC.  

 

Joan added that each commissioner can choose a representative from their own district, and that 

Joe Hyer was chosen by the previous Commissioner of District #1, Cathy Wolfe, who is no longer 

a Commissioner. Renee mentions it may be something to consider whether a person elected for 

Chair is serving as a Citizen Representative or other representative due to the removal process 

currently in place. Delroy stated that normally if the Chair is no longer available, the role would 

then fall to the Vice Chair. Renee stated that she currently has a very full schedule and is not 

interested in becoming the Chair of the SWAC. Joan responded to Delroy by stating that the 

motion would be to place Jessica as the Chair until the end of this year to finish out the term.  

 

Jessica speaks to the motion, introducing herself in more detail.  

 

Delroy stated that it is important that the SWAC remember that it is an advisory committee only.   

 

Joe seconded the nomination for Jessica as Chair. The SWAC unanimously voted Jessica as 

Chair.   

 

 

3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No public comments. 

 

 

4. New Business 
 
Letter from the SWAC Chair to the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) and County’s 

Response (Requested by staff) 

Joan mentioned there were a few things listed in the letter that still needed to take place. Jessica 

acknowledged those items as being the vacancies that are to be filled, as well as clarifying the role 

of the SWAC committee, which is to be an advisory group to the BoCC. Jessica brought up the 

action plan and the budget that was mentioned in the letter. Jessica would like to have a meeting 

in the future with the BoCC, just to meet and hear what the BoCC's thoughts are on the work of the 

SWAC and future vision. There was discussion about the absence of Solid Waste staff and 

education and outreach program updates at the SWAC meetings. Monica addressed the SWAC by 

explaining the structure of the Solid Waste Division, the role of the SWAC and the role that County 
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staff has with the SWAC according to regulations, the change in management over the last year, 

and how staff cannot interact with the SWAC the same way staff did in the past. Monica urged the 

committee to continue its important work of the Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP). The plan 

was due in 2014; the plan, which is three years late, has an impact on the division, including 

impacting the relationship Solid Waste has with the Washington State Department of Ecology 

(Ecology). Monica also added that she and staff were here to support the completion of the plan.  

 

Joan raised her concerns about staff not communicating programs and projects to the SWAC. 

Monica responded by stating that she is focusing on the administration of roughly 30 staff 

members and the facilities at this time. Monica stated that she cares about the work of education, 

outreach, and diversion, but currently there are not the resources available to have updates and 

presentations from staff at each SWAC meeting. Lenny reminded the group that the SWAC's 

primary function is to complete the SWMP and then recommend the plan to the BoCC. Lenny 

added that all of the other stuff from staff was nice, but that is not the mission of the SWAC. 

 

Jessica suggested tabling the issue of Solid Waste staff being present at meetings until a later 

point, and continuing on with the agenda.  

 

Review and discussion of the compiled Draft Solid Waste Management Plan (Requested by SWAC 

at February 2017 meeting) 

Rick Hlavka gave the SWAC a complete update of the drafted chapters of the SWMP, as well as 

the addition of the Executive Summary and Glossary and comments/edits from Thurston County 

Public Health and Social Services. The timeline at this point is to create a clean copy to go out for 

public review and Ecology review at the same time. Ecology has 120 days to review the plan, they 

will provide comments on it. The plan will also be reviewed by the Washington State Department of 

Agriculture and the Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission. All State comments 

will come back to the SWAC for review, and then the SWMP will go out to the County and cities for 

adoption. Once adopted, it goes back to Ecology for a final review. The SWAC will have a final 

review after the entire processes is complete. Overall, Rick is estimating at least another 8-10 

months before the SWMP is finalized.  

 

Delroy suggested reviewing the SWMP one chapter at a time.  

 

Jessica asked if tribes have been contacted about the plan. Rick stated that the tribes had been 

contacted.   

 

The SWAC reviewed and commented on the Executive Summary, Chapter 1, and Chapter 2. 

(Comments and changes are noted in the draft SWMP.) 

 

Jessica asked the SWAC if a special meeting should be held to continue the review of the SWMP. 

The SWAC members agreed to a special meeting after April 23. Jessica stated that she would 

email members to set a date. The sole purpose of the special meeting would be to work on the 

SWMP review.  

 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS 

 

Update on subcommittee tasked to review the SWAC’s by-laws 
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A subcommittee was formed, but it will be tabled until the review of the SWMP is complete. Delroy 

created a draft of proposed by-laws to be reviewed at the next SWAC meeting. 

 

Status of adding a private business representative to the SWAC 

Monica informed the SWAC that they do need a member with agricultural interest in order for the 

SWMP to be accepted by Ecology. Lenny nominated Steve Gilmore for the recycling industry 

representative. Jessica called for a vote. The SWAC unanimously voted that Steve be 

recommended to be considered for the appointment by the BoCC. Steve must submit an official 

application. 

 

2017 Budget Discussion (Requested by Joe Hyer) 

The SWAC decided that the budget discussion should be tabled until the SWMP was completed. 

 

Committee vacancies discussion (Requested by Joe Hyer) 

Jessica, Joe, and Dave Watterson volunteered to reach out to people in the search for an 

agricultural member. The standards for the agricultural position are someone who generates 

revenue through agricultural activities, this includes people working with extension agencies.  

 
  

6. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
 
Delroy inquired about vacancies in staffing for Solid Waste. Monica explained that the education 

and outreach group has four vacancies, but the priority at the moment is the Facility Operations 

Manager, as well as seasonal employees at the facility, and then positions for education and 

outreach will be addressed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The April 13, 2017 SWAC meeting adjourned at 12:58 p.m. 
 

The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for May 11, 2017 at 11:30 a.m. located at 

9605 Tilley Rd. S., Building B, Chehalis Room, Olympia, WA 98512. 

 

 

 

 

Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


