
 
1 

THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of May 2, 2018 
9605 Tilley Rd. S., Suite B, Olympia, WA 

 
 

ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 

  Excused (E) 

  Not Present (NP) 

  Present (P) 

Members Interest/Organization  

Jessica Bateman (Chair) City of Olympia P 

Gary Edwards (Josh Cummings) County Commissioners Office E 

Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater NP 

Michael Steadman (Lenny Greenstein) City of Lacey P 

Dave Watterson City of Tenino P 

EJ Curry City of Yelm P 

Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative 

and Agricultural Representative 

P 

Burton Guttman District #2, Citizen Representative P 

Renee Radcliff Sinclair (Vice Chair) District #3, Citizen Representative P 

Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 

Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling P 

Daniel Venable Business Representative P 

 
Staff Present: Allyson Ruppenthal and Angela Celestine – Public Works; and Art Starry, Chris Hawkins, and 
Patrick Soderberg– Public Health and Social Services  
 
Guests Present: Jeff Harwood – LeMay/Waste Connections; and Dan Daniels – City of Olympia 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The May 2, 2018 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 11:30 
a.m. by the Chair, Jessica Bateman. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 
 
Delroy Cox made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the March 7, 2018 SWAC 
meeting and Burt Guttman seconded the motion to approve the minutes. The committee voted 
and unanimously approved the minutes. Michael Steadman made a motion to approve the agenda 
for the May 2, 2018 SWAC meeting and Dave Watterson seconded the motion to approve the 
agenda. The committee voted and unanimously approved the agenda. 
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3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Allyson Ruppenthal shared an email received via ThurstonSolidWaste@co.thurston.wa.us on April 

13, 2018 from Lacey resident Josh Diamond regarding banning plastic straws and utensils: 

 

Hello- 

 

As a resident of Lacey who sees far too many non-degradable plastic straws and utensils (along 

with multiple other forms of plastic waste) strewn on our streets and around water bodies, I want 

to strongly urge SWAC to implement a ban/ phase-out of these items in Thurston Co. In addition 

to the inordinately long timescales plastic straws and utensils take to break down, these 

common, throwaway items are made of harmful chemicals, many derived from fossil fuels. 

Estimates are that 500 million straws are used in the US daily!  Obviously, these toxics are going 

to end up diffused in our county environment and throughout living creatures' bodies eventually. 

  

Let's follow the city of Seattle's excellent lead and ban non-degradable straws and utensils in 

Thurston Co ASAP. There's no reason not to help our local ecosystems from this scourge! 

 

-Josh  

 

Jessica mentioned that a group of citizens had attended a City of Olympia council meeting 

requesting a ban of plastic straws. Jessica noted that while the City of Olympia is receptive to the 

idea, starting small with educational efforts and working closely with businesses to phase-out 

plastic straws and utensils before implementing a ban would be preferable. 

 

Delroy suggested looking at the impacts of a ban on these types of products being removed from 

the waste stream with relation to China’s National Sword as well as removing all the undesirable 

products from the waste stream at once rather than piece-by-piece. Dave voiced concerns over 

the impacts of specific products being banned and what items would replace the banned items. 

 

Burt mentioned he thought he heard that Starbucks was moving towards eliminating plastic 

straws and cups.  

 

Michael, Joe Downing, and Renee Radcliff Sinclair agreed with Delroy’s point of looking at the 

broader scope of non-recyclable material and reducing plastic usage in general including straws, 

lids, and packaging.  

 

Renee noted that several food industry businesses are switching from plastic straws and utensils 

to compostable ones, suggesting that a presentation on products that could be alternatives to 

plastic would be helpful.  
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Jessica remarked that alternatives to plastic such as paper are out there, but there are challenges 

with banning specific products. Jessica noted that convenience and cost are both concerns of 

businesses and should be considered. Jessica added that it would be interesting to find out what 

other municipalities that have bans in place have done to support businesses.  

 

Chad pointed out that the quality of materials being recycled is what the China National Sword is 

all about. Chad added that we need to assess which plastics are really recycled and which just 

contaminate quality plastics. Jeff Harwood added that the level of sorting needed to ensure that 

only high-quality plastics made it into recycling would be very difficult—it might have to be done 

by hand. Jeff pointed out that some communities are going back to the multiple bins for recycling 

instead of a single bin for co-mingled recycling.   

 

Jeff and Jessica both agreed that education is a better path than a ban. 

  

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Set July SWAC meeting date (requested by staff) 
 
Jessica informed the SWAC that since the next scheduled meeting fell on July 4, Independence 
Day, the meeting needed to be rescheduled. The SWAC agreed to move the SWAC meeting to July 
11 at 11:30 a.m.  
 
Committee-led discussion regarding curbside rates (requested by the SWAC) 
 
Allyson deferred updating the SWAC about curbside rates to the representatives from the City of 
Olympia and LeMay/Pacific Disposal present, since Thurston County has no direct control over 
curbside rates. 
 
Jeff explained that the curbside rates are subject to the Washington State Utilities and 
Transportation Commission (UTC) which regulates haulers. July 1, 2018 is when the haulers do a 
“true up," and historically customers benefited from the value of the commodities that were 
picked up curbside. However, Jeff indicated that this year may see an increase in fees which is 
directly related to the China's National Sword. 
 
Dan Daniels commented that the City of Olympia does not charge for recycling; recycling is 
subsidized by garbage rates and there are no plans to increase rates or charge for recycling, but 
Olympia will be monitoring the market and will re-evaluate if needed.  
 
Allyson added that from the county’s perspective, the county works very hard to encourage  
proper and clean recycling with clear messaging of “when in doubt, throw it out” to all county 
residents and businesses to help increase the value of recycling commodities. 
 
Jeff proposed inviting Dave Claugus with Pioneer [Recycling Services]—the facility that processes 
the majority of recyclable materials collected in Thurston County—to come speak to the SWAC. 
Jeff suggested that the SWAC ask Dave to give his perspective on the impacts of removing less 
desirable materials from the recycling as well as the China’s National Sword. Dan supported having 
Dave come speak to the SWAC regarding commodity markets.   
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Burt asked for clarification regarding contamination influencing the curbside rates. Dan remarked 
that the level of contaminates affects the value of the commodity. Chad stated that in the 
recycling business, the more the commodity is handled, the more it reduces the value. 
Contaminated commodities are brought to a material recovery facility (MRF) to be sorted, with 
undesirable items eventually ending up in the landfill where it probably should have been taken to 
in the first place, explained Chad. Greg pointed out that the goal of recycling is to reduce the 
environmental impacts, but there is a potential increase in environmental and monetary impacts 
in transporting and handling the material more than once.  
 
Jessica and Delroy agreed that speaking with Pioneer rather than making assumptions sounded 
like something the committee should pursue to further clarify the status of recycled materials and 
the future impacts of China’s National Sword. Rather than relying on outside entities such as 
China, Dave suggested finding out more information on innovative technology and local options to 
handle materials. 
 
Jessica summarized topics to discuss with Dave Claugus at the July SWAC meeting:  

 High value and low value recycling commodities. 

 Identify contaminates. 

 Short-term goals—can recycling on the front-end remain the same for customers, with the 
majority of changes made on the back-end, if possible. 

 Medium-term strategies for dealing with contamination reduction. 

 Long-term regional recycling options and financial infrastructure. 

 The long-term capacity for Pioneer's facility.  
 
Daniel Venable inquired if staff had information about the composition of Thurston County’s 
waste stream. Allyson said that she would send an email to the committee containing information 
about the current Thurston County Waste Composition Study.  
 
Jessica asked where information could be obtained regarding a statewide or regional perspective 
on recycling. Art Starry and Chad mentioned that Alli Kingfisher at the Washington State 
Department of Ecology would be a good resource. Allyson stated that she would provide Jessica 
Alli's contact information via email.  
 
Allyson will contact Dave Claugus to arrange for him to present at the July SWAC meeting.  
 
Committee-led discussion regarding China’s “National Sword” (requested by the SWAC) 
 
Jessica requested moving the discussion to the July meeting since the SWAC touched on this topic 
earlier in the meeting. 
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5. OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion on the Public Works’ Talkin’ Trash publication (requested by the SWAC) 

Allyson reported that in the past the Talkin’ Trash publication was mailed to all Thurston County 
residents and businesses twice a year and that the costs associated with printing and mailing the 
publication was approximately $50,000 each issue, not including staff time. Allyson noted that the 
county is in the process of evaluating the education and outreach programmatic efforts and is 
considering alternative methods and formats to decrease costs such as piggybacking onto another 
mailing, changing to a digital format, or changing the format from a large-scale, full color 
newspaper-style publication, as it was in the past, to something smaller.  
 
Daniel proposed enlisting volunteers to help distribute the publication, noting that the large-scale 
mailing of the publication could be adding to the waste stream. Dave suggested an “opt-in” for 
those interested in receiving the publication.  
 
Burt inquired if there had been any public feedback. Allyson stated that when staff was out in the 
community at events and presentations, there was positive feedback but did not know on what 
scale the publication was read versus recycled. Chris Hawkins mentioned that Public Health and 
Social Services (PHSS) had regularly contributed a page of content to Talkin' Trash, and PHSS has 
received positive feedback in respect to the publication.  
 
Jessica asked about the timeline of the review process. Allyson remarked that staff was aiming for 
July, but that it could possibly be the end of the year. Jessica mentioned that if the publication was 
electronic, it could be tracked.  
 
Joe stated he reviewed the publication online, noting that the document was seven pages long, 
full color, and it had been produced for the last 8-10 years with Fall of 2016 being the last issue 
produced. Joe pointed out an article from Fall 2016 that explained recycling plastic, indicating he 
thought it was a valuable tool for education. 

 
Delroy commented that reducing the size of the publication to an abbreviated format with a few 
important topics might be more cost effective. Michael inquired about the possibility of sponsors 
to help alleviate the costs. Allyson explained that the county has constraints related to private 
advertisers.  
 
Jessica requested a future update of Talkin’ Trash from staff once the publication's evaluation 
process was complete.  
 

6. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

 

Jessica noted that about half of the SWAC members attended the tour of Silver Springs Organics 

and the tour was very informative. Greg mentioned that interested SWAC members could tour the 

facility by connecting with him. Jessica added that future tour ideas include Roosevelt [Regional 

Landfill], touring an incinerator facility, and visiting a MRF.  
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Burt distributed copies of an article, "Waste Not" by Eleni N. Gage, from the March 2018 issue of 

Martha Stewart Living, regarding reducing household waste. Burt shared that statistically humans 

create 1.3 billon tons of garbage annually; Americans produce about third of that.  

 

 

The May 2, 2018 SWAC meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  

 
The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for July 11, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. located at 9605 Tilley Rd. S., 
Building B, Chehalis Room, Olympia, WA 98512. 

 

Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


