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 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE                

Meeting Minutes of April 5, 2023 
Virtual Zoom and in-person meeting 

 
ROLL CALL: Alternate (A) 

Excused (E) 
Not Present (NP) 

Present (P) 
Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Renee Radcliff Sinclair-Chair District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein) – Vice Chair City of Lacey P 
Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office P 
Lisa Parshley (Gary Franks) City of Olympia NP 
Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 
Joseph Richardson City of Yelm NP 
Elaine Klamn  City of Tenino  P 
Kiersten Presley Town of Bucoda P 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative and 

Agricultural Representative  
P 

Richard Moon District #2, Citizen Representative  P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  A 
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling P 
David Nightingale Business Representative P 
Laura Busby (non-voting) Department of Ecology  P 
Vacant City of Rainier  

 
Staff Present: Jennifer Walker, Jeff Bickford, Amanda Romero, Rob Pudner, Danielle Winski, Ayla Turnquist – Public 
Works; Kiley Graber, Art Starry – Public Health and Social Services 
 
Guests Present: Ron Jones, Gary Franks – City of Olympia; Arin Robertson, Jeff Harwood – Waste Connections; Steve 
Gilmore – Republic Services; Nick Harbert - WM; Travis Dutton – Washington State Association of Counties 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The April 5, 2023 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair.  

 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS  

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

 
A motion to move forward with the amended agenda, to include the correction of Bucoda representative 
from Steve Purcell to Kiersten Presley, was made by Chad Sutter and seconded by Joan Cathey. It was 
approved by unanimous consent.  
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The minutes of March 1, 2023 were approved after a motion was made by Joe Downing 
and seconded by Joan Cathey. The SWAC approved by unanimous consent. 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
No public comments. 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
 
No old business. 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Legislative Session Update 

Travis Dutton gave a legislative update. The Washington Association of Counties Solid Waste Managers 
have three legislative priorities. Those priorities are to support extended producer responsibility (EPR), 
restore the solid waste collection tax to the public works assistance account, and modernize solid 
waste program funding.  

a. The following are bills proposed during this session.  
i. WRAP (Washington Recycling and Packaging) Act – This was an EPR program for 

product packaging and printed paper. This bill is dead.  
ii. Battery EPR – This bill would put the cost and organizational burden of managing end 

of life batteries on the producers. This bill is still active. 
iii. Plastic Pollution – This bill targets plastic with the potential to end up in the ocean. It 

prohibits the single use plastic wrapped products seen at lodging establishments. It 
requires installation of water bottle filling stations at any new construction requiring 
drinking fountains. It also addresses studying and managing overwater structures. This 
bill is still active.  

iv. Right to Repair – This bill would have required manufacturers of devices to provide 
instructional information on how to repair their devices and to provide equipment or 
make equipment available to a broader array of small repair businesses. This bill is 
dead. 

v. Compostable Packaging – This bill would assemble a group of stakeholders to look at 
compostable plastic and service ware and make recommendations on how those items 
are managed in the state. This could mean including or separating them composting 
programs. The goal is to handle the material in a way which reduces waste but also 
preserves the quality of compost being produced. This bill is still active. 

vi. Lights EPR – This bill would have extended the current program, removed the current 
fee, and included additional types of bulbs. This bill is dead.  

vii. Appliances EPR – This bill would have addressed white goods or appliances which 
contain harmful gases. This bill is dead. 

viii. Wind Turbine Blades – This bill would produce a study on how to recycle wind turbine 
blades and encourage and/or incentivize the construction of wind turbine blades with 
recycled content inside them. This bill is still active. 

b. The House and the Senate recently released budgets.   
i. $24m to Local Solid Waste Financial Assistance (LSWFA; 2023-2025) – This is the same 

as last session.  
ii. $400k/$500k for EPR – This budget would be used for a needs assessment to study 

what is needed from an EPR program and the impacts of an EPR program.  
iii. $10m to Landfill Methane Management. 
iv. $2.5m for a Compost Emissions Study. 
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b. Republic Services Transition Update 
Jeff Bickford gave an update on the transition to Republic Services as contractor for transfer station 
services. The process started back in September 2019 with the establishment of a proposal evaluation 
committee. The contract was awarded to Republic in April 2022. The county has been in transition with 
Republic since April 2022; the new contract starts May 1, 2023. The operations will be very similar to 
what is currently happening. Monthly coordination meetings have been held between the county and 
Republic since September to prepare for the start of the new contract. The equipment has all been 
ordered and about 1/3 of it has already been delivered as of the first week of April. The remaining 
equipment should be delivered before May 1, 2023. Employment was offered to 21 of the existing 
Waste Connections operations staff at the WARC; 18 accepted. In all, there will be 30 Republic staff 
dedicated to the WARC and Drop-Box sites. There are currently four more positions to fill prior to 
launch. The new Solid Waste Transfer Station permit has been obtained from PHSS. The Drop Box sites 
will have two Republic employees working on open days. One will be helping evaluate loads and using a 
backhoe to compact the containers, which should reduce the number of hauls required. The second 
employee will be assisting customers in the recycling area and monitoring what is being placed in the 
recycling containers.  
 
The organics from the WARC will be going to the Brady Compost Facility once the contract starts. The 
facility is permitted to process up to 70,000 tons per year. The building has been completed with an air 
handling system installed and receiving area paved as of March 2023. The liner for the stormwater 
pond is set to be installed the week of April 10, 2023. The facility will be ready to receive material 
beginning May 1, 2023. 
 
Pending activities, including the facilities conditional walkthrough planned for April 21, deployment of 
the remaining equipment, and staging Republic staff onsite the week prior, the official solid waste 
contracted operations takeover will begin on May 1.  

 
c. Pioneer Recycling Services Tour Planning 

 
Jeff Bickford opened a discussion for the possibility of a field trip to Tacoma to tour the Pioneer 
Recycling facility in lieu of the May SWAC Meeting. After discussion, the group agreed this is something 
they want to pursue. The facility prefers to keep tours to about five people per group so the members 
would need to split into multiple tour groups. Amanda Romero will research further and follow-up with 
the group through email regarding the plans. The follow-up discussion regarding the tour would 
happen at the scheduled June SWAC meeting.  
 

d. Manager’s Report 

WARC Reconfiguration Project 

Staff performed a briefing of the Board of County Commissioners on March 22 regarding the preferred 
option for the WARC re-configuration project. The SWAC was presented with the staff recommendation for 
this work at their January meeting. The committee recommended the project move forward with Design D. 

The next step will be the performance of a pre-design study, which will be done by HDR. The scope of work 
for the pre-design includes confirmation of the objectives and criteria for the planned site improvements; 
confirmation and updates to the basis of design concept for approved Design D, which was based on 
expansion of the existing solid waste transfer building; and providing an update to the opinion of probable 
construction cost.  

Drop-Box Sites Break Buildings 

The county has been planning to have small break rooms built and installed at each of the two drop-box 
sites, which would provide a climate-controlled space for employees to take a break and eat lunch. 
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Currently, there is no such space at either of the two locations. The design was put out for bid, with four 
bids being received on March 21. The apparent low bidder was A.C.E. Improvements at a bid of $123,282. 
Staff is working towards finalizing a contract with the company.  

Analytical Lab RFP 

Thurston County Public Works has issued a request for proposal for analytical laboratories to provide lab 
analysis service to the Solid Waste Division as well as the Water and Wastewater Division. For Solid Waste, 
this includes providing the chemical analysis of groundwater and leachate samples. Proposals were 
received on March 30. Proposal evaluation is ongoing.  

8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
 
 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Jeff Harwood with Pacific Disposal said thank you and expressed how much he has enjoyed working with 
everyone. He will be retiring later this month after 50 years of service. 

 
The April 5, 2023 SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:24 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for June 7, 
2023 at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 
 
Video of this meeting is available at https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaJjwEHKVN-
Qse2ao8XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3 
                                               

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaJjwEHKVN-Qse2ao8XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaJjwEHKVN-Qse2ao8XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3
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