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 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE                

Meeting Minutes of July 5, 2023 
Virtual Zoom and in-person meeting 

 
ROLL CALL: 
  

Alternate (A) 
Excused (E) 

Not Present (NP) 
Present (P) 

Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Renee Radcliff Sinclair-Chair District #3, Resident Representative P 
Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein) – Vice Chair City of Lacey P 
Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office P 
Lisa Parshley (Gary Franks) City of Olympia A 
Joe Downing Port of Olympia NP 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater NP 
Elaine Klamn  City of Tenino  NP 
Kiersten Presley Town of Bucoda NP 
Richard Moon District #2, Resident Representative  P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P 
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling P 
David Nightingale Business Representative P 
Laura Busby (non-voting) Department of Ecology  P 

Vacant 
District #1, Resident Representative and 
Agricultural Representative  

- 

Vacant City of Rainier - 
Vacant City of Yelm - 

 
Staff Present: Jeff Bickford, Susan Isham, Amanda Romero, Rob Pudner, Danielle Winski, Ayla Turnquist, Shari 
Parsons – Public Works 
 
Guests Present: Gary Franks – City of Olympia; Joseph Richardson-City of Yelm; Arin Robertson, Tom Rupert – Waste 
Connections; Travis Dutton – Washington State Association of Counties; Tracie Bills – HDR; Greg Schoenbachler-
Resident 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The July 5, 2023 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. by Renee 
Radcliff Sinclair.  

 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS  

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 

 
A motion to move forward with the agenda was made by Ed Kunkel and seconded by Delroy Cox.  
It was approved by unanimous consent.  
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The minutes of June 7, 2023 were approved after a motion was made by David Nightingale and seconded by                
Ed Kunkel. The SWAC approved by unanimous consent. 
 

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments. 
 

6. OLD BUSINESS 
 
No old business. 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Legislative Post Session Update 
Travis Dutton presented the four solid waste bills that were approved this session.  
I. Battery EPR (SB 5144)  

This bill will require producers to participate in a stewardship plan creating funding for collection, 
management, outreach, and administration for collection sites. Recycling targets would be 60% 
of rechargeable batteries sold in the state and 70% of primary batteries sold.  

II. Compostable Products (HB 1033)  
This requires the Department of Ecology to convene a stakeholder advisory committee that will 
include public and private members from small, large, urban, and rural counties. There will be a 
third-party facilitator. This committee will be discussing the following compostable product 
management standards topics: clean compost, consumer confusion, and product breakdown. The 
committee will be required to report their recommendation to legislature by September 15, 
2024. 

III. Plastic Reduction (HB1085) 
Any new construction, completed after July 1, 2026, required to include drinking fountains will 
also be required to include an equal number of water bottle refill stations.  
 
Single-use toiletries found in hotels will be banned. Hotels will need to convert to bulk products 
with dispensers. Single-use items will be allowed when requested. Compliance for hotels with 50 
units or more will be required as of January 1, 2027; hotels with fewer than 50 units will be 
required as of January 1, 2028.  
 
Foam-filled floating structures (buoys) will no longer be allowed, as of January 1, 2024, unless the 
foam is encased by a material that will not allow breakdown and exposure of foam.  

IV. Wind Turbine Blades (SB 5287) 
This bill is for a Washington State University Extension Energy Program study regarding the 
disposal of wind turbine blades. This study will include researching options for reuse and 
recycling, identifying incentives for recycling facilities to accept the product, identifying 
requirements for recycling, identifying requirements for recycled content, and researching the 
feasibility for creation of a state extended producer responsibility (EPR) program. Findings will be 
reported to the legislature by December 1, 2023. 

 
Future solid waste bills coming in 2024 include topics for appliances containing greenhouse gases, 
lights EPR expansion, return of the WRAP Act, organics collection expansion, and additional funding. 

 
b. Capital Facilities Project Update 

I. Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition system replacement and upgrade project – This project 
has one more item that needs to be completed. Final sign-off is estimated to happen in July. 

II. Flare System Project – Fine tuning is ongoing with completion estimated July 2023.  
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III. Pumps System Upgrade and Improvement – Despite supply chain delays, this project is targeted 
for completion of all pumps contract work by end of 2023.  

IV. Technology Upgrades – Most cameras have been received and installation will begin soon. 
V. WARC Master Conceptual Plan – HDR is currently performing the pre-design study. This study will 

produce a conceptual design report to be used in gathering bids for the job. Conceptual design 
report should be completed in the next couple of months.  

VI. Rainier and Rochester Drop-Box Site Projects – Security camera upgrades are in progress for both 
sites. Contract has been awarded for new mini breakrooms at both sites. 

VII. Potential South County Transfer Station – HDR is still working on siting study. The report for that 
should be completed in the next couple of months.  

VIII. Compactor Replacement – The county is currently preparing solicitation for bids on this project.    
 

c.  SWAC Membership Code Update Review 
The number of county Commissioner districts is changing from three to five. Due to this, the County 
Ordinance regarding SWAC membership will need to be updated due to current limitations on the 
number of members for the Committee. During a previous meeting it was discussed, and the concerns 
were that a larger committee would be less productive. The proposed change would be to the number 
of resident representatives required, with those resident positions being changed to at-large positions. 
A concern the Board of County Commissioners expressed was that if the positions are changed to at-
large, the resident representatives should live in separate districts.  
 
The two options presented both create a separate position for an agriculture representative. The first 
option would be reducing the county district resident positions to two at-large positions to stay at the 
existing 15 maximum member limit. The other option is to increase the maximum member limit to 16 
and continue to have three resident positions, all of them at-large. In both cases, the at-large resident 
positions must reside in different county districts. A recommendation by the Committee will be voted 
on at the August meeting.  
 

d. Manager’s Report 
Dean Boening left employment with Thurston County at the beginning of June to work for Waste 
Management in Vancouver. Updates on his replacement will come soon.  

 
8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

David wanted to mention the need for a second tour of the Pioneer Recycling Facility. Amanda will be 
researching further and reaching out. 
 
David was concerned regarding the lack of experience Brady has with processing organics. Jeff confirmed that 
the facility is running well. The facilities lead at the Department of Ecology working with Brady has been 
impressed with how well Brady has been doing with the new facility and their process.  
 

9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

The July 5, 2023 SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:17 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for August 2, 
2023 at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 
 
Video of this meeting is available at https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaJjwEHKVN-
Qse2ao8XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3 
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