THURSTON COUNTY
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes of September 6, 2023
Virtual Zoom and in-person meeting

ROLL CALL: Alternate (A)

Excused (E)
Not Present (NP)

Present (P)

Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization

Renee Radcliff Sinclair-Chair District #3, Resident Representative | P

Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein) — Vice .

Chair City of Lacey P

Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thlfrston County Commissioners’ .

Office

Joe Downing Port of Olympia P

Lisa Parshley City of Olympia NP

Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P

Joseph Richardson City of Yelm NP

Elaine Klamn City of Tenino P

Kiersten Presley Town of Bucoda P

Richard Moon District #2, Resident Representative | P

Greg Schoenbachler Agricultural Interest P

Chad Sutter Industry — Recycling P

David Nightingale Industry Representative — Refuse E

Laura Busby Industry Representative — Recycling | E

Vacant City of Rainier

Vacant District #1, Resident Representative

Vacant Industry — Refuse

Staff Present: Jeff Bickford, Amanda Romero, Scot Keith, Rob Pudner, Danielle Winski, Shari Parsons — Public Works;
and Cori Carlton, Thurston County Master Recycler Program Manager for the Washington State University Extension.

Guests Present: Steve Gilmore, Richard Coupland, Pinky Vargas—Republic; Ron Jones—City of Olympia; Arin
Robertson, Tom Rupert — Waste Connections; Tracie Bills — HDR; and Nick Harbert-WM.

1. CALLTO ORDER

The September 6, 2023 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m.
by Renee Radcliff Sinclair.

2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES



A motion to move forward with the agenda was made by Elaine Klamn and seconded by Richard Moon. It was
approved by unanimous consent.

The minutes of August 2, 2023 were approved after a motion was made by Joan Cathey and seconded by
Elaine Klamn. The SWAC approved by unanimous consent.

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS

No public comments.
6. OLD BUSINESS

No old business.
7. NEW BUSINESS

a. Recycling Update

Richard Coupland, Republic Services, shared a presentation that included the state of the current
recycling market, Republic’s four key commitments—People (keeping and hiring talent), Safety (#1),
Climate (environment), and Communities, expanding renewably biogas, fleet electrification, plastics
circularity with the addition of national polymer centers, and expanding core services.

b. Education and Outreach Update

Scot Keith introduced the Education and Outreach team and announced recruitment has begun for an
Education and Outreach Specialist I. Rob Pudner provided an update of Thurston County’s Education
and Outreach program which included bi-monthly billing inserts, food/yard waste mailers, facility
support, an overview of findings on the Multi-Family Contamination Study, an upcoming grant
opportunity, and upcoming events. Danielle Winski shared her current work to update and modernize
signage at the facilities, establish relationships with businesses to educate and support the roll out of
the new organics management law, scheduling regular social media posts to build trust and
accountability, and reviewing and updating resource information on “Where Do | Take My” page of the
website.

Cori Carlton, Master Recycler Composter Program Manager for the Washington State University
Extension, announced that applications are now being accepted for the Master Recycler Composter
Program which begins mid-September and runs until November 9, and a variety of ongoing and
upcoming community events and activities.

c. Manager’s Report

l. Education Outreach

Jeff Bickford submitted a request to the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) to add to
next year’s budget two new positions to the Education Outreach team—Education &
Outreach Specialist Il and Education & Outreach Specialist I. Jeff asked the committee to
consider submitting a letter to the BoCC from the Committee Chair expressing support of
this budgetary request.

After committee discussion, Elaine Klamn made a motion for the Solid Waste Advisory
Committee (SWAC) Chair to write a letter of support to the Board of County Commissioners
(BoCC) in support of adding the new positions and was seconded by Richard Moon. It was



approved by unanimous consent.

8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

None at this time.
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS

The September 6, 2023, SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for
October 4, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting.

Video of this meeting is available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iaQGsd3IFUw&list=PLaJiwEHKVN-
Qse2ao08XJpmrsbJuhcMoY3&index=19
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