Noxious Weeds invade the
Chehalis River

What ave they?

Brazilian elodea (Egeria densa) 1s a submersed aquatic non native plant that forms large mats that
reduce water flow, capture sediment. decrease oxygen, and increase water temperature.

Purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) 1s an emergent aquatic non native plant that can rapidly degrade wetlands,
reducing wildlife and fish habitat.

Parrotfeather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) is an emergent and submersed aquatic non native plant that forms dense
stands that reduce water flow, and decrease oxygen levels.

Why are they a threat?

» Brazilian elodea and parrotfeather invade quickly in slow moving shallow shorelines typical in all of the
Chehalis River main-stem and tributaries. Brazilian elodea reproduces by fragmentation; floating stems have
roots every tenth node resulting in new infestations. Infestation size of Brazilian elodea in the Chehalis
River has grown from 3 plants in 1997 to 25 acres in 2005.

» Purple loosestrife quickly spreads and forms vegetative mats that cover and crowd out native plants on
shore lines and wetlands areas.

» All three of these non native plants displace native plants that are critical for wildlife and salmon habitats.

What can you do?
Never dispose of aquarium water, plants, etc. in any lake, stream or reservoir
Clean boats and fishing gear promptly after fishing or boating activities.

Learn to identify aquatic plants, watch for and report any suspected noxious weeds to your
local weed control board.
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