Spurge Laurel:

A Growing Problem

What is it?

Spurge laurel bears clusters of small, tubular, yellow-green flowers with orange 3 d garden ornamental, spurge laurel spreads through neighborhoods and
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base of leaves, near the tops of the stems. Oval, black berries are produced in early summer.
Why is it a threat?

7 Escaped garden ornamental, it invades neighborhoods, roadsides, parks and wooded areas, replacing
native understory plants in forested areas.

7 Tolerates a wide range of environmental conditions and can form large single-species stands.

7 Reproduces both by seed and vegetatively from lateral roots. Birds aid in seed dispersal

7 ANl parts of the plant are poisonions to htmans and other mawmals. The plants also prodiice @ caustic sap thar can
canse severe skin and ev racion. Always wear protective clothing, gloves and eve profecrion, and never Iransport
plants or cur planr material inside an enclosed velicle. The caustic compounds can also canse respirarory irritarion.

‘What can you do?
Don't plant it. Plant alternatives such as Winter daphne, rhododendrons, or natives like Oregon grape.

ﬂ Remove plants from your yard and garden  Bag them and take to a waste and recovery center. Please do
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@ Learn to recognize escaped plants and report them to the Noxious Weed Control staff. \’Q-)

deposit the seeds in other areas, The beries are green,
June. While hn!um eat the berries with no ill effect, the berries are highly toxic to

¥

5 Spurge laurel plants blend in with both native and other ornamental plants, making
year, Plants can thrive in dense shade and increase in numbers uatil th March, 2010 ~ s M : initial location and identification difficult. There are many look-alikes including
compete native vegetation for light, moisture and nutrients, eventually dumm.mn,g some thododendrons, especially Rhododeudron ‘daphnoides’, Lily-of-the-Valley Shrub,
the understory, altering native plant communities and reducing biodiversity. Pieris japonica, and it’s close cousin, Winter Daphne, Dapitne odora.
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